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From the Editor  

Presidentõs Podium 
Havenõt we had a feast of sporting events! Starting with the World Cup soccer, fol-

lowed by the tennis (Wimbledon) and how good is Nick Kyrgios? Then there is 

Daniel Ricciardo, F1 driver, doing so well. Now we have the Commonwealth Games 

and didnõt our team do us proud?  

Once again, I thought the Fun Day was professionally run and all had a wonderful 

time. Even the weather gods smiled on us. My thanks go to Glenys Barnes, our trial 

sectary, Barbara Van Meurs, catering, instructors, for judging, and all the others 

who kindly pitched in to help.  

Letõs now talk about our own Trial to be held on September 14. I hope all you trial-

ers made use of the Fun Day, giving your dogs a pilot run in the ring, finding out any faults that might need 

ironing out. Good luck to all the trialing fraternity. We will need plenty of help on the day, so when asked, 

please put your hand up. Thanks in advance.  

See you at the training grounds.  

Roger  

Youõve probably heard or been told to make sure you walk through a doorway before 
your dog to show your dominance. Well, itõs nonsense, of course. Read more about 
the other top 9 myths inside.  

Iõve noticed an increasing number of dogs coming to class with harnesses. For train-
ing, the typical harness is not appropriate, providing little control over the dog. For 
restraining your dog in the car it might not be adequate either. The NSW roadside 
service organisation the NRMA has tested dog car restraint harnesses and found 
most of them unsuitable. See the test results inside.  

Enjoy your dog.  

Peter  
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Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between classes, unless asked to remove 

it by your class instructor.  

While you are at the Club you are responsible for your and your dogõs actions.  Ensure 

there is sufficient space between each dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or 

make another dog feel uncomfortable.  

FREE tea and coffee before and after training on Sundays. Sweets 

and soft drinks also available to buy at the shop.  

Reminders 

HELP! We need your email address.  

We need your help to update our records. If you havenõt 

already done so, can you please give us your email 

address? The people at the reception desk will take it ð 

legible writing please!  
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Emergency 24 hour 

vet service:  

Animal Accident + 

Emergency 

Main Terminal, 

Essendon Airport, 

Phone: 9999 3388  

 

 

 

Like us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/Northern

ObedienceDogClub  

 

Check out our NEW much im-

proved website:  

www.NorthernObedience.com.au  

 

Looking for Photos?  

They are on Flickr ñclick through 

the Gallery link on our website.  
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Committee Profile ñGeorge Sanderson  

Would you like to be an instructor? Talk with Frances or Peter.  

How many years have you been a member of the club?  

 One year. 

Dogõs name and breed? 

Austin and Bolly, both Miniature Schnauzers.  

Favourite movie?  

Picking one is tough. Anything by Hitchcock. Bladerunner. Withnail 

and I.  

What book are you currently reading?  

The Circle by Dave Eggers. Itõs a novel about a fictional company 

that is an amalgam of Google, Facebook and Apple, and their abuses 

of power.  

Favourite meal?  

Anything home grown and cooked.  

Favourite holiday destination?  

 South west of Western Australia or the Atherton Tablelands in far north Queensland. There are still native 

animals in the wild, so get there for a look before mining companies, cats, cane toads and indifference kill 

them all.  

Precious dog items or collectables?  

Memories of my dogs no longer with me ð Cooper and Saffy (also Mini Schnauzers).  

Your dogõs best trick? 

The way Austin smothers me. He taught himself that one.  

Handy training tip?  

Pieces of chicken loaf. If you are going to use food, give them something they go mad for. This seems to be 

irresistible.  

Top 10 Dog Behaviour Myths  

#1: Dogs are naturally pack animals with a clear social order.  

Evidence suggests that free -ranging dogs (pariahs, feral and semi -feral populations) donõt form packs. Dogs 

actually form loose, amorphous, transitory associations with other dogs.  

#2: If you let dogs exit doorways ahead of you, youõre letting them be dominant. 

There is no evidence that the behaviour of going through a doorway has any social significance whatsoever. 

In order to lend this idea any plausibility, it would first need to be ruled out that rapid doorway exit is not 

simply a function of their motivation to get to whatever is on the other side.  

#3: In multi -dog households, òsupport the hierarchyó by giving presumed dominant 

animals patting, treats etc. first, before giving to presumed subordinate animals. There is no evidence that 

this has any impact on inter -dog relations, or any type of aggression.  

#4: Dogs have an innate desire to please.  

This is a concept that has never been operationally defined, let alone tested. A vast preponderance of evi-

dence, however, suggests that dogs, like all properly functioning animals, are motivated by food, water, sex, 

and like many animals, by play and access to bonded relationships, especially after an absence. They are 

also, like all animals, motivated by fear and pain.      CONT p 6.  
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Top 10 Dog Behaviour Myths  

#5: Rewards are bribes and thus compromise relationships.  

Related to #4, the idea that behaviour should just òflow like a fountainó without need of consequences, is 

opposed by more than sixty years of unequivocal evidence that behaviour is òa tool to produce conse-

quences.ó Also, bribes are given before behaviour and rewards after. A mountain of evidence from decades of 

research in pure and applied settings has demonstrated over and over that positive reinforcement ð i.e. re-

ward ð makes relationships better, never worse.  

#6: If you pat your dog when heõs afraid, youõre rewarding the fear. 

Fear is an emotional state, a reaction to the presence or anticipation of something highly aversive. It is not 

an attempt at manipulation.  

#7: Punish dogs for growling or else theyõll become aggressive. 

Dogs growl because something that is upsetting them is too close. If you punish them for informing us of 

this, they are still upset but now not letting us know, thus allowing scary things to get closer and possibly 

end up bitten. Much better to make the dog comfortable around what heõs growling at so heõs not motivated 

to make it go away in the first place.  

#8: Playing tug makes dogs aggressive.  

There is no evidence that this is so. The only study ever done found no correlation between playing tug and 

the incidence of aggression directed at either family members or strangers. Tug is, in fact, a cooperative be-

haviour directed at simulated prey: the toy.  

#9: If you give dogs chew toys, theyõll learn to chew everything. 

This has zero evidence to support it. Dogs are excellent discriminators and readily learn to distinguish their 

toys from forbidden items with minimal training.  

#10: You canõt modify ògeneticó behaviour. 

All behaviour is a product of an interplay between genes and the environment. And while some behaviours 

require less learning than others, or no learning at all, their modifiability varies as much as does the modifi-

ability of behaviours that are primarily learned.  

Source: Adapted from  http://www.greatshakesdogtraining.com/top -10-dog-behavior -myths/   

Boom! Boom! 
Why do dogs run in circles?  

Because itõs hard to run in squares. 

http://www.greatshakesdogtraining.com/top-10-dog-behavior-myths/
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Cinnabone 
l cup whole wheat flour  

l/2 cup bran  

1/2 cup brewers yeast  

1/4 cup wheat germ  

1/2 tsp. cinnamon  

2 tbsp. honey  

2 tbsp. molasses  

2 tbsp. corn oil  

1 egg 

1/3 cup milk  

Pinch of ground cloves  

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  

In a large bowl, combine all dry ingredients.  

In a separate bowl, beat honey, molasses, oil, egg, 

and milk.  

Gradually add mixture to dry ingredients to form 

a dough. Roll dough to 1/4 inch thickness and cut 

into shapes.  

Bake at 350 on an ungreased cookie sheet for 15 

minutes or until lightly brown.     
     Marcia Hall  
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly ñDogs in the News  

¶ Heading off to Japan with your Dog? Stay at the Yamanakako Dog Resort Woof. Designed for you and 

your dog with extensive indoor and outdoor runs, dog pools, dog washing and drying facilities, and 

even special menus. All with the majestic Mt. Fuji as a backdrop. Less than a 90 minute drive from 

Tokyo. Your dog can accompany you to the two restaurants but dogs arenõt allowed on the bed, 

though. What??  

¶ These dogs are allowed in national parks. Specially trained sniffer dogs have been engaged to track 

down the endangered tiger quoll in the Grampians National Park, Victoria. Parks Victoria has bor-

rowed dogs from the Otways Conservation Ecology Centre. These dogs have been trained to find quoll 

poo. Volunteer handlers and dogs must pass strict tests before being allowed to go out into the field.  

¶ Alvin, Texas, USA. Chelsi was minding her boyfriendõs Pit Bull Terrier when it suddenly attacked 

her two year -old daughter, Mackenzie. Chelsi jumped to the defence, rammed her fist into the dogõs 

mouth and bit off its ear to fight off the dog. Police and ambulance were called to the scene where po-

lice shot the dog, which was later euthanised. Mackenzie is out of intensive care, and Chelsi is recov-

ering from bites to the hands and arms.  

¶ A black and white pup became stranded on the roof of a four storey apartment in Port Melbourne. 

The dogõs barking alerted pedestrians below and the fire brigade was called to the rescue. Tarpaulins 

were laid out in case the dog jumped in panic. Eventually a Hollywood rescue was made by a harness -

wearing fire -fighter and the pup returned to its owners.  

¶ Vendors in the southern Chinese city of Yulin, Guangxi province, were confronted by animal rights 

activists at the start of the local dog -eating festival. It is claimed that 10,000 dogs are killed during 

the annual event. Fights broke out amongst diners, dog sellers and activists. Eating dog meat on the 

summer solstice protects diners from the coming harsh winter ills. Activist protested against the 

cruel treatment of the dogs, which they claim are also being stolen from homes to feed the trade.  

¶ Tula, a brown Shih Tzu cross, disappeared from its home in Florida, USA, not be found after searches 

and even the consultation of three psychics. Five years later the owner got a call from a man in a 

town 300 km away. The dogõs chip had a name and phone number but the phone number was no 

longer connected. The owner was eventually tracked down through Facebook.  

¶ Alberta, Canada, is having a problem with foreign mussels (quagga and zebra mussels for those who 

know their mussels) clogging its waterways and forcing out the native species. The invaders are tiny 

and difficult to spot before they cause problems. Sniffer dogs have been trained to detect the mussels 

on the bottom of boats. The dogs were trained in California.  

¶ Police and police dog entered a womanõs garden in Middlesbrough, UK, looking for a suspected bur-

glar. The German Shepherd bit the 73 -year-old woman several times. She later died in hospital.  

¶ Boroondara City Councillor, Steve Hurd, has been blind since birth. His guide dog, Sandy, is an hon-

orary councillor with a bed at work and a bowl labelled Councillor Sandy.  

¶ Recent research from the University of California, San Diego, USA, confirms what many dog owners 

have known ð dogs can be jealous. The research involved a picture book, a toy moving and barking 

dog, a lolly bucket, and 36 dogs. But thatõs a longer story. Jealousy is a basic animal instinct. 

¶ Bialik College, Hawthorn, has introduced dogs into its curriculum. The Dogs for Life program for 

prep to year three students is designed to improve studentsõ emotional wellbeing. The dogs and the 

exercises are used to the focus discussions about relationships, diversity, respect, responsibility, 

trust, and communication.  

¶ A notorious puppy farm in Little River on the outskirts of Melbourne has been operating for over 

twelve months after authorities were advised of the squalid conditions in which dogs were being kept. 

Oscarõs Law activists have been publicising the situation and prompting authorities to take action. 

Support Oscarõs Law www.oscarslaw.org  . 

¶ The Humane Society of  Washington, USA, has data that shows that black dogs in animal shelters 

are less likely to find a home than their lighter coloured cousins. They stay at shelters longer and are 

more likely to be euthanized because they are unwanted. Black Dog Syndrome is the name given to 

this phenomenon.               Peter Dapiran                                               

http://www.oscarslaw.org
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Beware of Worthless Imitations  


