
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

NOTICES 
5  February   2017 

    Classes recommence 

    Summer training times 

    9:00am – 11:00am 

 

26 February – Moonee 

     Valley Festival NODC 

     Stall at Queens Park 

 

13 March – Labour Day 

     Weekend – NO 

     TRAINING 

 

18 March- Obedience 

     & Rally Trial X 2 

     Southern Obedience 

     Dog Training Club 

 

02 April  - Changing to  

     Standard Training Times 

     10 am to 12pm and  

     Individual Testing Day 

     & BBQ 

Established 1954 

Affiliated with the 

Victorian Canine 

Association 

 

Northern Obedience Dog Club Patron: The Mayor of Moonee Valley 

NOTE:  The Committee of NODC Inc. and the editor of the Howler reserve the right to edit all copy including 
advertising.  The opinions expressed in articles published in the Howler are not necessarily those of the Committee or 
the editor.  The Club assumes no responsibility for false or misleading claims made in copy submitted to this newsletter. 

Proudly sponsored by  

Strathmore  
Community Bank®  

Branch 
 

 

Summer Classes 

Times Sunday 9am-9:50am  

Puppies, Classes 2, 4, 6 

Sunday 10:10am-11pm  

Classes 1, 3, 5, 7 

Wednesday 7pm-8pm  

All classes; no Puppies 

http://northernobedience.com.au/
http://northernobedience.com.au/activity-calendar/4583267220
http://northernobedience.com.au/
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore
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Barbara Van Meurs 

Denise Gardner 

Glenys Barnes 

Helen Chapman 

 

 

Web Manager 
Cheryl Yeoh 

 

  

From the Editor                 Barbara Van  Meurs 

New Year Greetings to all members. This year we are hoping to provide articles which 

help dog owners understand their dogs physical requirements and advice on how to 

help them. In particular in this issue we have an article by Julia Tahourdin about her 

experience with Paddy. 

 

We regularly feature advice from Trainer Glyn Burnup among others as well as Helen 

Chapman’s  incredibly detailed Rumpole insights into the art of trialling. Howler is 

supported also by the creative input of Denise Gardner as well as with dog news by 

Peter Dapiran. All other contributions will  be gratefully received. 

 

Committee 2017 

President 
Leo Carroll 

Vice President 

Secretary 
Glenys Barnes 

Treasurer 

General Committee 
Erna Miller 
Helen Chapman 
Janelle Dang 
Jennifer Godber 
Joanne Carroll 
Judith Hillyear 
Kirti Bhatt 
Nancy Evans 

Training Sub-
committee 

Frances Hammer 
Peter Dapiran 
Roger White 

Volunteers 
Ray O’Shannessy 
Barbara Van Meurs 
Elaine Templeton   
Templeton_________
___ 

President’s Podium            Leo Carroll 

 

 

 

Howler Editorial       

Committee        

Denise Gardner 
Barbara Van Meurs 
Glenys Barnes 
 
 
 

Write or contribute an 
article, story, photo, 

comic, joke, idea, etc. to 
the Howler!  

All we need is your 
Name & your Source! 

Welcome to the start of a New Year. I’m sure everyone 
can’t wait to get back into formal training. 
 
When training commences on the Sunday 5th February we 
will have the challenges we face at the start of every year. 
There are large volumes of enrolments in the first few 
weeks so for the early part of the month we will be doing 
additional enrolments and introduction sessions on 
Thursday nights. This will help reduce the the overcrowding 

and delays that happen on the first few Sunday’s. 

I would like to thank members in anticipation of their patience during this period and 
those Committee members who are making themselves available on Thursday nights 
to make this possible. 
 
The other challenge we have at the commencement of each year is the size of 
classes. While we'd like as many instructors as possible to be available during this 
period it must be appreciated that instructors are volunteers who make a lot of 
personal sacrifices to make themselves available. We would appreciate it if members 
could be cognisant of this fact during this period. Notwithstanding this challenge we 
have been working on new innovative ways to try running effective training sessions 
by keeping classes to manageable numbers. I can’t reveal too much about this yet 
but watch this space. 
 
The club belongs to its members. It is a not for profit organisation run by volunteers 
that provides a very valuable service to the local community. We are currently in the 
process of working with the local council to create a program to educate people on 
responsible pet ownership. These sorts of programs don’t just happen. They are 
created by dedicated volunteers. The club is always on the look out for more 
volunteers.  you don’t have to be on the committee, you don’t have to be an instructor 
but you can always help with just setting up or packing up at the end of the day. 
 
Training your dog is not easy and it is far from predictable. In all the years I have 
been at the club we always have a large intake at the start of the year but then there is 
a natural attrition. Towards the end of last year I was observing  class 4 and 5 and 
noticed people who, not that long ago, were struggling to get out of class 1 or 2. It is 
funny how all of a sudden it clicks and you start to understand. When you are having 
those tough periods I encourage you to speak to an instructor or come and chat with 
me. Don’t just give up. 
 
I’m  looking forward to an adventurous and enjoyable 2017 and look forward to having you 
onboard for the journey 

 

http://northernobedience.com.au/committee-members/4583267160
http://northernobedience.com.au/committee-members/4583267160
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REMINDERS 
Please keep a lead on your dog at all 

times, even between classes, unless 

asked to remove it by your class 

instructor.  

Remember to adhere to Club Rules and 

listen to the instructors. 

While you are at the Club you are 

responsible for you and your dog’s 

actions. Ensure there is sufficient space 

between each dog so that they are 

unable to play with another dog or 

make another dog feel uncomfortable. 

 

 2017 ClassES  
Classes for Summer of 2017 start at 
9am for Puppy & “Even numbered 

classes”, and 10am for “Odd 

numbered classes”.    

                          Denise Gardner 

http://northernobedience.com.au/training/4583267219
http://northernobedience.com.au/training/4583267219
http://northernobedience.com.au/training/4583267219
http://northernobedience.com.au/training/4583267219
http://northernobedience.com.au/training/4583267219


Page 4 | NODC HOWLER© 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DOG’S BATH 
 

 
 

9331 7174 
 

42 Wingara Avenue 
Keilor East VIC 3033 

MUSCAT’S DOG MINDING 

 

Come and stay with me when your owners travel.  
Have fun safely. We’ll go walking daily. 

And you can sleep inside or outside.  
But I only want large dogs, 
about my size, to play with.  

Call Maggie: 03 9379 0140 

Or email her: magg_robb1@optusnet.com.au 

 

info@strathmoreveterinaryclinic.com.au 
www.strathmoreveterinaryclinic.com.au/  

314 Napier St, Strathmore VIC 

Denise Gardner 

https://www.facebook.com/TheDogsBath42?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/TheDogsBath42?fref=nf
mailto:magg_robb1@optusnet.com.au
mailto:info@strathmoreveterinaryclinic.com.au
http://www.strathmoreveterinaryclinic.com.au/
http://www.strathmoreveterinaryclinic.com.au/
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PROFILE OF CLUB INSTRUCTOR and HOWLER 

CONTRIBUTOR – DENISE GARDNER  

 

Denise has been a member of Northern 

Obedience Dog Club for over 15 years 

and is an instructor in beginner agility 

training for entry level dogs and pups. 

 

She was born in Warragul and lived on a 

dairy farm in Longwarry as a child. 

When she finished secondary school she 

joined the Victorian Public Service as an 

administrative officer in the Mines 

Department.  

 

She used the extensive leave allowed to 

undertake Legal Studies at Latrobe 

University which led to employment for  

 

 
over 30 years in the area of Community Legal Centres and in particular in the Flemington & 

Kensington Community Legal Centre where she works as a Migration Agent specialising in 

Refugee advocacy. Denise’s hard work on behalf of many hundreds of clients from the most 

war torn parts of the planet has been recognised with well deserved awards. 

 

Denise lives in Moonee Ponds but has a 40 acre farm in Gippsland on which she runs steers as 

well as planting shade trees. 15 years ago she decided that she needed an intelligent dog with 

short fur to go to the farm with her. The result was a Border Collie heading dog named Doug 

Dog. Given her proximity to NODC they joined the club and after his death a new Border Collie, 

Patch, continued at the Club until he lost interest after Class 4. 

 

Denise had been active in the Agility group when she first joined the Club and, owing to the 

Club’s ongoing difficulty in finding trainers for the group, she qualified specifically as an agility 

trainer as she was not interested in taking general obedience classes.  

 

Agility has largely been disbanded at NODC except for the weekly classes she provides for 

puppies and beginners which are very much enjoyed by participants. In addition Denise 

contributes her creative energy to the Howler in the form of the cartoons and puzzles which 

entertain all. 

 

Denise is a life member of NODC and between work obligations, Sunday dog training, the 

Howler and work on her farm Denise could not be expected to have much spare time. She does 

however have an extensive reference book collection and is currently reading about Egypt. 

 

Her favourite item amongst her many collectibles is a 1930’s wine glass decorated with 

Scottish Terriers which she says is never used for drinking. Denise admits to a fondness for 

Thai food and says that the most important thing she has taught her dog is to speak on 

command. What more can one say?  NODC is pleased to have Denise. 
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A warm welcome to all our new members and a 'great to see you again' to returning handlers. 

Quote for the beginning of the year….."I love a dog.  He does nothing for political reasons." - Will 

Rogers 

 

  

 
THE HOT DOG OR  

Written by Glyn Burnup 

 

We start the year as usual with 

our earlier class times  

9.00am-9.50am / 10am-

10.50am as the hot weather 

can be a training hazard both 

for dogs and their owners. 

 In the heat we can take 

control of our environment…  

 

For example we can put a hat 

on, take a drink, move into the 

shade or even stay at home. 

Most importantly we can 

sweat.  

Our dogs can do none of these things unless we encourage them to do so. When you are down 

on the field walk over to the water station and invite your dog to drink. Be aware that some dogs 

will not drink other dog’s water so watch for this trait and bring a little bowl and a bottle to carry 

water down to your training area. Sit in the shade and have calm time with your pup and don't 

be embarrassed to miss out some of the exercises if you feel that your dog needs a break. 

Dogs don't sweat so they cool themselves by panting and moving into the shade. Make sure 

your dog has plenty of shady places if they are in the back yard and access to multiple clean 

water stations.  

 

Sand shells are a great way of providing water in a way that is difficult for the dog to flip over. 

With a small dog be creative with trays and iceblocks. Treats in iceblocks can also provide hours 

of fun for your companions.  

 

If your dog has a heavy coat make sure it is groomed appropriately for the summer heat.  

I cannot  stress too highly the dangers of leaving children, pets or any vulnerable person in a car 

on a hot day. 

On a typical Australian summer day the temperature inside a parked car can be 30-40 degrees 

hotter than outside the car.  

 

That means on a 30°C day, the temperature inside the car could be as high as 70°C!   

 

75% of the temperature increase occurs within five minutes of closing the car.  
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 CONTINUED 

Darker-coloured cars can reach slightly higher temperatures than lighter-coloured cars.  

Large cars can heat up just as fast as small cars.  

The colour of interior trim has little effect on the speed that the temperature can increase inside 

a car.  

Having the windows down 5cm causes only a slight decrease in temperature with an outside 

temperature of around 30°C.  

Thank you NRMA 

Preparing for your classes. 

Hats, Sunglasses, Sun block, and Fly spray are all part of your training kit as well as covered 

shoes. 

Check that the type of collar or harness you are going to use fits the dog properly and is suitable 

for what you want to do. I have a variety of collars and leads of different lengths, frequently 

bought as holiday souvenirs. There is lots of information in the Club House to help if you are 

unsure. 

We hope to make your training fun both for you and your dog so we work with Positive 

Reinforcement methods. This means that we aim to reward desired behaviours immediately 

they occur so your dog will associate good things with a particular action. 

 

So come prepared to the training sessions with a pouch or pocket laden jacket full of high value 

treats which can be reached easily. Food is the most obvious choice but some dogs prefer a 

special soft non squeaky toy or tug toy which should be preferably used only in training.  

Be ready to be patient with your pooch as they don't understand spoken languages such as 

English or mind read. They read your body language, sounds and smell. 

 It is very important that everyone in the household participates in the training as consistency 

means less confusion for the dog and gives everyone a chance to form relationships with the 

new household member. I have found the internet an amazing font of dog training ideas as well 

as the old fashioned library not to mention talking to other handlers…….. 

 
Remember "Dogs teach us a very important lesson in life: The mail man is not to be trusted." - 

Sian Ford 

 
  

 

Have you a question for 

Paws for Thought? 

Lodge it at the Club 

House 
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 - WHAT HAPPENED TO PADDY          by Julia Tahourdin   

                  
 

 

I was looking forward to the world premiere of my late father’s clarinet 

concerto on Sunday 5 June.  I went to bed around 10.30pm.  At 2.45am on 

that Sunday, I was woken up by a nudge from Paddy.  I turned on the light and 

noticed that he was covered in mud.  I got up and spent the next half hour or so 

sponging off the mud and drying him.  He went outside and was dry retching.  

We went back to bed.  He was very restless. When it was daylight I went 

outside.  There were massive holes everywhere and the wire netting had been 

broken through.  Paddy was still dry retching and in obvious distress.  I put both 

Paddy and Peta in the car and drove to the nearest 24 hour animal emergency 

centre.  The vet who examined him noticed that he was sore around his 

abdomen.  She sought a second opinion. 
The verdict was either an abdominal blockage or gastric dilation volvulus (GDV or, more commonly 

known, bloat).  I left Paddy at the clinic and returned home with Peta.  I kept my fingers crossed; after 

all he had eaten at least eight hours before he came inside at 2.45am. 

The clinic called me at 11.50am and confirmed that it was bloat.  The vet reassured me that Paddy 

didn’t present as a typical bloat case and not to blame myself for not getting to the clinic shortly after 

3am – I was not aware that dogs could not vocalise under such suffering. I was devastated knowing 

that only 5% of dogs survived.  I took Peta out for a walk then dressed for the concert.  Friends picked 

me up and we got to the venue in Upwey just before 1.30pm.  My father’s composition was being 

played after intermission at 3pm.  We had lunch and I called the clinic at 2.30pm.  They advised me 

his chest x-ray was clear and the blood tests enabled surgery to go ahead.  I reiterated my concerns 

that if the damage was too severe and the prognosis for a good recovery with a quality life not good to 

put Paddy to sleep. 

I arrived home and called the clinic at 5.30pm.  He was just recovering from the general anaesthetic.  

The spleen was badly damaged and removed – there was no evidence of tumours.  His stomach had 

rotated 180° clockwise and after the gas was extracted and the torsion manually corrected the mild 

bruising improved.  An incisional gastropexy was performed.  I was advised that the next 48 hours 

were critical. 

That night I debated whether visiting Paddy in hospital would create too much stress if I left without 

him.  Friends reassured me that this would not be the case.  I visited Paddy just before noon on 

Monday – he was pleased to see me.  We spent an hour or so together.  24 hours and all good!  The 

vet called me around 8.30am on Tuesday and said that Paddy should be able to come home this 

evening – she would call me again after 4pm.  I visited Paddy just before noon on Tuesday and he was 

discharged! 

He has been having 3 or 4 small meals each day.  I bought him a coat that protects his underbelly as 

well as putting socks and boots on his feet to prevent him from damaging the wound.  I also put on a 

tee-shirt to keep the wound clean and additionally protected. 

We revisited the clinic on Friday morning.  His fentanyl patch for pain relief was removed – what a 

drama!  The patch had been placed on his underbelly rather than his leg – the vet loosened the glue 

with methylated spirits but it didn’t want to budge.  Ended up muzzling Paddy, took a 5 minute break.  

The vet shaved around the patch, applied more spirits and it eventually came off. 

Back home again!  Re-socked and fresh tee-shirt put on.  On Saturday 11 June Paddy started licking so 

out came the Elizabethan collar (also watchful eyes on Peta as she tried to clean his previous wound 

from another operation).  It’s exhausting being a full-time nurse!   

The staples were removed on Friday 17 June and normalcy started to return to my home, plus some 

well earned sleeps.   When I was cleaning the wound and applying Vitamin E oil, I noticed that not all 

the staples were removed (the vet had been trigger-happy).  These were removed the following 

Tuesday when Paddy had his Cartrophen injection, kennel cough vaccinations and laser therapy for his 

arthritis at his regular vet.  He’s on three meals a day till at least 15 July or he is at least 32.5kg.  Still 

need to tidy up the backyard… 
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 2017 
All Committee Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month, starting at 7.00 pm. 

All Instructors’ Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month, after classes are completed. 

5 February Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am.  

26 February Moonee Valley Festival – NODC stall at Queen’s Park.  

13 March Labour Day Weekend – NO TRAINING  

18 March Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Dog Training Club.  

2 April Changing to Standard Training Times – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.  

2 April Members Individual Assessment Day & BBQ.  

12 April Pre-Easter Wednesday night – NO TRAINING 

16 April Easter Sunday – NO TRAINING  

14 May Million Paws Walk RSPCA.  

12 June Queens Birthday Weekend – NO TRAINING  

25 June Obedience & Rally Trial – Broadmeadows Obedience Club*.  

8 & 9 July Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Geelong Obedience Club*.  

5 & 6 August State Obedience Trial & Obedience Dog of the Year – Dogs Victoria.  

27 August Entries close for Northern Obedience Trial.  

10 September Obedience & Rally Trials x2 – Northern Obedience Club*.  

23 September Obedience Trial – Royal Melbourne Show.  

1 October 2018 membership renewals due.  

1 October Obedience & Rally Trial – Melton Obedience Club*.  

8 October Members Individual Assessment Day & BBQ.  

21 October Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Werribee Obedience Club*.  

29 October Obedience & Rally Trial – Macedon Ranges Obedience Club*.  

5 November Melbourne Cup Weekend – NO TRAINING  

5 November Applications close for end of year trophies.  

18 November Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Club*.  

19 November Obedience & Rally Trial – Northcote Obedience Club*.  

26 November Annual General Meeting and Trophy Presentation. (All Classes at 10:00am)  

3 December Last day of training.  

3 December Obedience & Rally Rial – Croydon DODC 

10 December Xmas Break Up – Games Day for dogs and humans.  

4 Feb 2018 Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am. 

 

*Club sash donated 
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2016 Christmas Party  

 

 

 

  

Results from Game Day: 
 

Fancy Dress 
1st - Nola with Bobby 
2nd - Russell with Cocoa 
3rd - Cherylyn with Bentley & Boomer 
Special mention - Theresa with Koda 
 

Doggie Baseball 
1st - Helen with Rumpole 
2nd - Alex & Jessica with Frankie 
3rd - Theresa with Koda 
 

Egg & Spoon 
1st - Paul with Heidi 
2nd - John with Darcy 
3rd - Peter with Bonnie 
 

Fastest Recall 
1st - Kate with Buster 
2nd - Ondina with Zoe 
3rd - Julia with Peta 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simon Says! 

Egg and Spoon 

Fancy Dress 

Fastest Recall 

Photos by Ian Barnes 
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NODC thanks the Competition sponsors Prime100 and Meals for 

Mutts for their generous donation of prizes 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AGM and CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 2016 annual General Meeting was held on the last Sunday of 

November 2016 and the current Committee membership can be seen 

on page 2. To the left are Secretary Glenys Barnes, President Leo Carroll 

and Committee member Erna Miller. After the AGM the annual club 

awards were presented.  

 

All photos are by Ian Barnes. The photos below show the annual 

Christmas lunch held to thank all the Life Members, Instructors, 

Committee Members and Volunteers who contributed through the year 

to the running of the Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 12 | NODC HOWLER© 

 

RUMPOLE HAS BEEN ON HOLIDAY  but 

has been kind enough to share his ongoing trialling experiences 

  

 

Another trial, are you sure? And I bet it’s still 

not a criminal one at the old Bailey. Oh well, 

must dust off the robe and wig and be 

prepared for the big day. She Who Must Be 

Obeyed (SWMBO) has entered us in the 

Northern Obedience Dog Club trial – not quite 

the Old Bailey, but home ground, none the 

less. 

 

Practice, practice, practice – but I still don’t 

like getting my tummy wet. Of course it would 

rain the night before the trial, so the ground 

was nice and damp. And, we’re first in the 

CCD ring, so no chance to watch another 

competitor.  

 Off we go, nice heeling, sits and stands, but it’s time for a drop, nope, not getting my tummy 

wet! Hmmm, says SWMBO, more heeling, then another drop – the grass is still wet, I turn my 

head and won’t look at SWMBO and don’t drop.  

 

The Judge says to SWMBO – ask your dog to drop  - DROP says SWMBO making a very clear 

signal in front of my nose – OK, OK, slowly, slowly , I delicately put my tummy on the wet grass, 

but I don’t like it! 

 

Our stand for exam and recall are very good, so we’re sitting on our second CCD pass if I do my 

stays. Time to watch Glyn and Gracie, also competing in the CCD ring. Gracie is doing really 

well and stands up under (cross) examination! Well done Gracie, if you do your stays you’ll win 

the ring! 

 

Time for the stays and everyone is rock solid – the ground has even dried out enough that I 

don’t make too much fuss about the down stay. Court is adjourned and I have my second CCD 

pass. SWMBO is very happy and Gracie has won the ring – GO NODC! 

 

Rumpole …. With another trial comes a promotion! Those fateful words from She Who Must be 

Obeyed (SWMBO) means she just does not understand that some of us just like plodding along 

in the weeds doing the odd trial – one of that greasy pole stuffed shirts and all that.  

 

Doom doom, with a sense of foreboding I agree, but can I bring myself to leave the comforts of 

my existence at the bottom rung? My resignation is complete when I see that I am booked in 

for the morning and afternoon trials. I have failed dismally to put my paw down and now my 

fate is sealed, for surely one of the two must impress the judge.  

 

Comes the day but my heart is not in it, and to add to it all Head of Chambers (my last point of 

appeal) has snuck off. My fate is complete … except … Well … I never thought I would be glad 

to see “the old bull” presiding. I can toss this one and there can be no mention of culpability – 

but I must make it look good. 
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                                                                                       Contributed by Helen Chapman SWMBO 

 

In the meantime we’re practicing lots of drops on wet ground and SWMBO is obsessively 

checking the weather forecast – “I think we’ll hire out our services to drought stricken farmers, 

Rumpole”, says SWMBO, “all they have to do is organise an Obedience trial, we’ll enter, and it’s 

guaranteed to rain”.  

 

The day of the trial dawns and heavy rain and hail greet us on the drive down to Werribee.   

SWMBO picks up our ring pass and meets up with Anna and Glenys, who are competing in more 

advanced rings. We wait patiently in Glenys’s tent, the “Taj Mahal”, for our turn as bands of rain 

sweep the trial grounds. Some poor teams are competing in the pouring rain and the Judges are 

soaked.  

 

Now it’s our turn and fortunately the rain has cleared, there’s even a little sunshine. Off we go, 

heeling, sitting, standing and yes, even dropping, SWMBO is using a different hand signal that’s 

getting my attention.  Our stand for exam is up to my usual impeccable standard, but I nearly 

forgot to sit at the end of the recall.  

 

Out of the ring – SWMBO is feeling pretty confident that all went well, unfortunately the Clerk of 

the Court’s (ie Steward’s) copy of the score sheet, has disintegrated in the rain – so there’s no 

way of checking our score, but the judge says you’re sitting on a pass. Once all the dogs have 

been through, and stays successfully completed, SWMBO approaches the steward to find out our 

score – he checks and says you have a passing score – 83 – hang on, says SWMBO, I thought 85 

was a pass in CCD – well the Judge has put a Q next to your score, which means qualifying. No, 

said SWMBO – I think you need to go back and check. Shortly, the Judge appears – terribly sorry, 

she says, I’ve made a mistake, I thought 80 was a pass for CCD, but it is 85 and you’re two 

points short. SWMBO mutters darkly about fickle fates, then sighs. Just as well we’re entered in 

the afternoon trial, Rumpole, says SWMBO. Lets hope the rain holds off. At the presentation I’m 

surpised with a green ribbon for third place – I’d rather have had the pass said SWMBO. 

 

More rain, and wind – Glenys’s tent nearly takes off and the one next door disintegrates in the 

squall. Perfect dog trialling weather. Different judge this afternoon, so hopefully won’t mark us 

so harshly. Away we go again, and we’re again fortunate that our turn in the ring coincides with a 

patch of sunny weather. All good, I did my drops, lagged a little on the figure of eight, so a few 

points lost there. Then, as we’re heeling up the ring, a dog from the adjacent court comes into 

my court, searching for evidence! (UD seek back). SWMBO gets a little flustered, the judge asks 

us to halt and wait while the other dog finishes its task – you’re a good boy, Rumpole, says 

SWMBO.  

 

Once the heeling is finished we complete the stand for exam and recall. SWMBO is pleased, we 

have 58 points, so definitely have a pass mark – and my CCD title – if I do my stays.  

 

Into the ring we go for the stays. A one minute sit stay to start. STAY, says SWMBO and off she 

goes across the ring. Around 30 seconds pass, and there’s a commotion at the other end of the 

ring, one dog is up and has disturbed the adjacent one. The Clerk of the Court takes the two 

miscreants from the court- that’s their trial over - GUILTY. No further excitement, and it’s time for 

the 2 minute down stay. SWMBO always looks so worried, but I know I need to stay here until 

she comes back and tells me I’m a good boy. It’s all over – Court Adjourned – 88 points for 

Rumpole and a CCD title.  

 

You’re a very good boy, says SWMBO. We’re just getting started, next up is rally novice! 
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Name Dog's name Breed 
Paul Gherashe Heidi Schnauzer 

Brent White Pancho Miniature Dachshund 

Mia Jardon     

Carla Bowley Olive Cocker Spaniel 

Irvine & Ven Newton Bert Poodle Standard 

Anne Barillaro Indi Kelpie X Border Collie 

Frank Barillaro Sandie Kelpie 

Melinda Hobson Accorn Bernese Mountain Dog 

Liz Nugent Milly Golden Retriever 

Derryn & Giaan Hudson Billie Labrador 

Joanne Grindrod Asta Doberman 

Harrison Grindrod Scout Jack Russell 

Shaun & Bianca Venables Duke English Staffordshire Terrier 

Karen & Kristen Humphrey Blizzard Bernese Mountain Dog 

Kate Bannister Gus Pug 

Veronika Mikac     

Christina Collins Bella Border Collie X Labrador 

Laura Druda Freddie Siberian Husky 

Frank Mammone     

George Matta Zeppelin Pug 

Susan Di Martino Milo Jack Russell 

Melissa Whalen Boingy Staffordshire Terrier 

Melissa Whalen Ozzy Jack Russell 

Amanda McFarlane Braxton American Stafford X Labrador 

Lilly Thayne     

Sarah Galea Hodgly Beagle 

Darren Freak Maple Cavoodle 

Nathan Conti Bella Doberman 

Melinda D'Angelo     

Tina & Richard Griffiths Pippa Wired Haired Fox Terrier 

Daniel & Sarah Airo-Frulla Archie German Shorthaired Pointer 

Alexandra Rio Neve Labrador 

Alexandra Rio Wispa Labrador 

Heike Eberhard Raffy Beagle X Jack Russell 

Carol Van Opstal Bertie Maltese X Shitzu 

Allison Lusher     

Leigh Impey Kye Akita 

Scarlet La Porta     

Bradley Perkins Max Border Collie 
 

Warm
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CLASS PROMOTIONS – CONGRATULATIONS 

Date Handler Dogs Name Class 

4-Dec-16 Ray Doody Hana P-1 

4-Dec-16 Paul Gherashe Heidi 2-3 

4-Dec-16 Nola spicer Bobby P-1 

4-Dec-16 Liam Taylor Gorbi P-1 

4-Dec-16 Carolin Tumpach Spot P-1 

4-Dec-16 Carol Van Opstal Bertie P-1 

4-Dec-16 Stephen Pyk & Andrew Kuc Maximus P-1 

4-Dec-16 Brooke Parfrey & Heath Whitsed Ochre P-1 

7-Dec-16 Karen Brown Darcy 2-3 

6-Nov-16 Vince Pino Poker 2-3 

6-Nov-16 Roger White Karma 2-3 

6-Nov-16 Graham Harrison Charlie P-1 

6-Nov-16 Catherine Zoch Kevin P-1 

6-Nov-16 Kristy McMurray Jessie P-1 

9-Nov-16 David Arnold Yuki 1-2 

9-Nov-16 Penny Windlow George 1-2 

13-Nov-16 Emilio Pascale Badger P-1 

13-Nov-16 Ken Farnes Mika 1-2 

13-Nov-16 Michelle Beveridge Bessie 1-2 

13-Nov-16 Tori Rusciano Millie 1-2 

13-Nov-16 Kevin Ranalli Henry 1-2 

13-Nov-16 Ashley Harrison Charlie P-1 

20-Nov-16 Vaughan Rose Coco 2-3 

20-Nov-16 Linda Green Juno 4-5 

20-Nov-16 Cindy Harrison Oscar 2-3 

20-Nov-16 Michael Driscoll Tess 4-5 

20-Nov-16 Catherine Clarke Charlie P-1 

20-Nov-16 Stephen Robilliard Zoe P-1 

20-Nov-16 Charmaine Wymer Cocoa 3-4 

27-Nov-16 Pascale Sudano Merlot 1-2 

27-Nov-16 Paul Gherashe Heidi 1-2 

27-Nov-16 Melissa Brown Penny 2-3 

27-Nov-16 Tamazin  Currigan  Alfie  2-3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK 
Congratulations to all the handlers and dogs who have passed into the next class. Keep up your regular training and 
you will be amazed at how quickly you will progress through the classes.  

If you experience difficulty with a particular exercise speak to your Instructor. They will be only too happy to assist 

you in overcoming the problem or they will direct you to someone who will be able to give you advice. 
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Class Exercises  

Class Six  

Full Open Program 

Class Seven  

Full UD Program 

 
 

Puppies (8 weeks to 24 weeks) 
No exercises are tested for promotion to 
next class: 

 Socialisation with all puppies on lead; 

 Retrieve on the flat on lead; 

 Recall on lead; 

 Puppy push up 

 Heeling on a short lead; 

 Examination of Puppy; 

 Stays; 

 Games, Q&A Session. 

Class 2 
Exercises tested for promotion to next class: 

 All Class One exercises plus: 

 Heel slow pace; 

 Right turn; 

 Recall on lead dog to sit in front of the 
handler; 

 Stand Stay; 

 Stand for Examination (handler in front)  
(Food may be used as a lure.); 

 Drop from Sit (beside and in front of 
handler).  

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat (on lead); 

 Dog Introduction. 

Class 4 (Community Companion Dog) 
Exercises tested for promotion to next class: 

 All Class 3 exercises plus, 

 Heel on lead with lead in the left hand; 

 Small amount of heeling off lead; 

 All stays off lead (when dog is reliable, long 
lead if not) (Sit 1 minute Down 3 minutes); 

 Recall and return to dog. 

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat off lead; 

 Drop from the Stand position (handler in 
front of dog); 

 Finish to the recall; 

 Ring Craft. 

Class 1 
Exercises tested for promotion to  
next class: 

 Heel normal pace; 

 Sit; 

 Stand (alongside handler); 

 Right-about Turn; 

 Sit Stay (complete exercise); 

 Recall on lead (Dog does not have to sit) 

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat (on lead); 

 Drop. 

Class 3 
Exercises tested for promotion to next 
class: 

 All Class Two exercises plus: 

 Heel fast pace; 

 Heel in figure 8 including sits; 

 Automatic sit; 

 Drop while heeling; 

 Left turn and Left about turn. (both 
methods); 

 Stand for examination (handler in 
front.) (Food may be used only as a 
reward.); 

 All stays progressing to lead on 
ground  (Sit 30 sec Down 1 minute) 

 Finish to recall on lead; 

 Recall off lead dog; dog to sit in front. 

Other exercises to be taught but not 
tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat on lead. 

Class 5 (Novice) 
Exercises tested for promotion to next class: 

 All Class Four exercises plus, 

 Heel free; 

 Recall off lead (complete exercise 12 
metres); 

 All stays off lead if reliable.  
(Sit 1 minute down 3 minutes); 

 Stand for examination off lead; 

 Retrieve on the flat. 

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Commence high & broad jumps; 

 Ring Craft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://northernobedience.com.au/exercises/4583267218
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– FIND THE TERRIERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:noel@epsomrdvet.com.au
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  The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
Peter Dapiran 

 

  

 Buddy the Mastiff went missing from his Currumbin, Gold Coast, home. 

After much searching by the family, Buddy eventually was tracked down 

to the Coombalah animal shelter. Unfortunately, Buddy had been 

rehomed and could not be returned to the original owners. The family is 

grieving. Buddy had not been micro-chipped. There’s a moral there. 

 

 Research has shown that dogs can go grey because of stress just like 

humans. The study included 400 dogs. Fear of noises and unfamiliar 

people were significant predictors of early greying. 

 

 A woman in Glasgow, Scotland, heard her Staffordshire Terrier 

squeaking. She took it to the vet expecting to extract a squeaky toy. X-

rays showed the dog had swallowed a 20cm kitchen knife. All’s well after 

a very expensive operation. 

 

 Bob, from Michigan, USA, slipped on some ice at night. He had broken his 

neck and could not move. His dog, Kelsey, lay on him for 20 hours in sub-

zero temperatures and barked until help arrived. Kelsey is a Golden 

Retriever, naturally. 

 

 Other recent research has found that a dog in the home can reduce stress 

in families with autistic children. The study was a follow up of a previous 

study of the benefits of having a dog in families with autistic children. It 

showed that stress levels continue to decline in the long term. 

 

 Our nude swimmers in Werribee South are up in arms after their “clothing 

optional” beach was turned into an off-lead dog beach. As Stuart, from 

the Australian Naturist Federation pointed out, dogs have attacked 

children and adults but there are no recorded incidents of naked-people 

bites. I can foresee problems with off-lead dogs sharing the beach with 

nude sunbakers. 

 

 Recent research has found that children get on better with their pets than 

with their brothers and sisters. Dogs, compared to other pets, cause the 

least amount of conflict in families. Getting a dog might lead to less 

fighting among the children. 
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Kepala Pet Resort, situated in tranquil countryside, provides five star luxury 

accommodations, including large grassed areas where your dog can play safely.  

Kepala Pet Resort is operated by Kevin and Pauline Lacy, family and staff. 

Visit our website for more information: http://www.kepala.com.au/ 

We invite you to visit and view our complex prior to making a booking. 

Address: 55 Edwards Rd, Diggers Rest, Victoria 3427 | Phone: (03) 9740 1272 

 

 

 

Courtesy Denise Gardner 

COAT OF ARMS 2017 

http://www.kepala.com.au/
http://www.kepala.com.au/
http://www.kepala.com.au/
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Northern Obedience  

Dog Club is a  

non-profit organisation  

staffed by volunteers  

dedicated to promoting the  

training and understanding of the dog,  

so that it can be accepted as a true 

companion in our urban society. 

The Club trains people to train their dogs 

to be obedient, companionable and 

useful. The club provides you with the 

opportunity to train your dog, and the 

fact that our club and others like us exist, 

show how much interest in dog training 

as a hobby has increased. Training for 

most people can be a hobby that is 

enjoyed by both dog and owner. 

See our website for more details. 

 

 
Helping YOU train your dog! 

Northern Obedience Dog Club 

 

Looking for photos and updates?  

LIKE us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/Northern

ObedienceDogClub  

 

NON SEQUITEUR   - Denise Gardner 

http://northernobedience.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/NorthernObedienceDogClub
http://www.facebook.com/NorthernObedienceDogClub
http://www.facebook.com/NorthernObedienceDogClub
http://www.facebook.com/NorthernObedienceDogClub

