Northern Obedience Dog Club
Established 1954
Affiliated with the
Victorian Canine
Association

Classes Times

Patron: The Mayor of Moonee Valley

Proudly sponsored by

Strathmore
Community Bank®
Branch

Sunday 10am-10:50am
Puppies, Classes 2, 4, 6
Sunday 11:10am-12pm
Classes 1, 3, 5, 7
Wednesday 7pm-8pm
All classes; no Puppies

NOTICES
14 May – Million Paws
Walk RSPCA
12 June – Queen’s
Birthday Weekend
NO TRAINING
25 June – Obedience &
Rally Trial –
Broadmeadows
Obedience Club
8 & 9 July – Obedience &
Rally Trial x 2
Geelong
Obedience Club

NOTE: The Committee of NODC Inc. and the editor of the Howler reserve the right to edit all copy including
advertising. The opinions expressed in articles published in the Howler are not necessarily those of the Committee or
the editor. The Club assumes no responsibility for false or misleading claims made in copy submitted to this newsletter.
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Helen Chapman
Janelle Dang
Jennifer Godber
Joanne Carroll
Judith Hillyear
Kirti Bhatt
Nancy Evans
Training Subcommittee
Frances Hammer
Peter Dapiran
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From the Editor

Barbara Van Meurs

This issue details the results of the Member’s Individual Testing
(Fun) Day on page 19 with personal experience recounted by
Rumpole. Of great interest is a report by Dr Tim Adams of Dogs
Victoria submitted by Glenys Barnes and reprinted on page 9
concerning the Puppy Farms and Pet Shops Bill 2016. I am sure we
are all grateful that Dogs Victoria has managed to have potentially
devastating proposals for not for profit clubs removed.

President’s Podium

Leo Carroll

We’ve had another eventful month with Tricia
Dunlop’s presentation to Instructors on Fear
Aggression. We also had Moonee Valley
Festival and the Maribyrnong Pet Expo. A big
thankyou to all those who assisted in creating
a presence at these events. We have also just
completed another successful Member’s Fun
Day on 2 April.
It was great to see the turn out on a day that was ideal dog
training weather. These events are a great opportunity for dogs to
perform with less distractions. It also gives the handler one on one
assessment and feedback. Congratulations to all the participants.
To me a participant is a winner because you can only benefit from
this opportunity. A big thankyou, again, to all those who put in an
additional effort to make sure everything was set up for the event.

With Daylight Savings coming to an end on 2 April we return to
Volunteers
normal training times and a quick reminder there will be no
Ray O’Shannessy
training over the Easter Period. There will be no training on the
Barbara Van Meurs
Wednesday prior to Easter or Easter Sunday.
Elaine Templeton
Templeton_________
Howler
Editorial
On a not so pleasant note, in recent weeks there has been an
___
increase in people, from the public, using the oval during training
Committee
sessions. This has been addressed with the Council and we have
Barbara Van Meurs
Denise
seen theGardner
presence of local law officers during training sessions to
Denise Gardner
Barbara
Van
assist with thisMeurs
issue. I request that Members do not engage in
Glenys Barnes
dialogue
with
the
Glenys Barnes general public as the altercations have recently
Helen Chapman

Web Manager

Cheryl Yeoh

become quite heated. We are in constant dialogue with Local
Council about how to best address this issue and we are aware the
Council are in the process of installing signage but in the meantime I request that Members try and keep any verbal engagement
with members of the public courteous and non-confrontational.

Write or contribute an
article, story, photo,
comic, joke, idea, etc. to
the Howler!
All we need is your
Name & your Source!
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Victorian Government’s Responsible Pet Education Program
The Responsible Pet Ownership Program is calling for applications from enthusiastic
people to be part of our fun education program.
Pet Educators and their dogs visit Kindergartens and Primary Schools throughout
Victoria teaching children about dog safety and responsible pet ownership.
These are paid positions, educators are remunerated on a sessional basis. Please
note, work is during school hours and term periods.
If you enjoy working with children and own a friendly, well socialized dog that lives with
you, we would love to hear from you.
Pet Educators must:
·
·
·
·
·

Own a fit and healthy dog between the ages of 18 months - 8 years
Have a current drivers licence and own a reliable car
Be available a minimum of 2 days per week
Undergo a Working a Children Check
Dogs must pass a suitability test

Suitability testing will be held on Wednesday 19 April with an immediate start for
successful applicants.
If you are interested in applying, please contact us on 03 9217 4321
or vic.pet@ecodev.vic.gov.au to obtain an Application Pack.
Responsible Pet Education Program

REMINDERS
Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between
classes, unless asked to remove it by your class instructor.
Remember to adhere to Club Rules and listen to the
instructors.
While you are at the Club you are responsible for you and your
dog’s actions. Ensure there is sufficient space between each
dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or make
another dog feel uncomfortable.

2017 ClassES

Classes for the rest of 2017 start at
10am for Puppy & “Even numbered
classes”, and 11am for “Odd
numbered classes”.
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info@strathmoreveterinaryclinic.com.au
www.strathmoreveterinaryclinic.com.au/

314 Napier St, Strathmore VIC

THE DOG’S BATH

9331 7174
42 Wingara Avenue
Keilor East VIC 3033

MUSCAT’S DOG MINDING

Come and stay with me when your owners travel.
Have fun safely. We’ll go walking daily.
And you can sleep inside or outside.
But I only want large dogs,
about my size, to play with.
Call Maggie: 03 9379 0140
Or email her: magg_robb1@optusnet.com.au
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What has your dog eaten?

- Top 10 Toxins of 2016 (US information)
Contributed by Peter Dapiran

Every year the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Centre (APCC) releases its top 10 list of
toxins pets ingest. In 2016 the list was based on 180,639 calls about potential
poisonings, and APCC veterinarians tabulated the 10 subjects callers were most often
worried about. Here they are, along with their percentage total:
1) Human prescription medications (17.0% of cases)
This category is back on top after a one-year hiatus, with the top three substances being
antidepressants, and heart and ADHD medications.
2) OTC products (16.75% of cases)
Over the counter products just barely dropped out of the first position, and Ibuprofen was
still the number one medication APCC callers had questions about.
3) Food (9.8% of cases)
Food moved up one spot on the 2016 list compared with the previous year, mainly
because of concerns about xylitol in many sugar-free products.
4) Veterinary products (9.3% of cases)
Veterinary products moved up two places on the 2016 list. Over the counter supplements
for joints and prescription pain medications made up a large percentage of the calls.
Since these medications are made to taste good, pets often find the container and sneak
more than they should.
5) Household items (8.4% of cases)
Paints, glues, and cleaning products are in this category, which held steady in the fourth
spot.
6) Chocolate (7.9% of cases)
Chocolate moved up one spot with an average of 39 chocolate calls fielded every day by
APCC veterinarians. From brownies to candy bars, dogs love chocolate!
7) Insecticides (6.9% of cases)
Insecticides slid from the third slot in 2015, and APCC reports the good news that these
types of calls have been decreasing for several years.
8) Rodenticides (5.5% of cases)
Rodenticides moved up one spot in 2016 as people continue to fight mice and rats, not
always in the safest ways.
9) Plants (5.2% of cases)
Plants dropped one spot on the 2016 list with people asking about indoor and outdoor
plants and specific bouquet flowers.
10) Garden products (2.6% of cases)
Unfortunately, many pets find fertilizers irresistible.
Source: http://aspcapro.org/resource/shelter-health-poison-control/top-10-toxins-2016
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Written by Glyn Burnup

SOME TIPS FOR TRAINING
Many of you reading the Howler for the first time are new dog owners and perhaps find yourself in
the 'It seemed like a good idea at the time' zone. When we buy a new TV, dishwasher or phone it
comes with a manual, which we can download and a help line. The warm bundle eating your
slipper doesn’t work quite like that and the off switch is not easy to find.

TECH SUPPORT
Us. All the volunteers at Northern are here to help you. I do assure you we don't wear the glorious
yellow tops just because we think it's a flattering colour. Between us we will try to find some
answer to your questions.
The internet. Many wonderful things can be found here but not all should be taken at face
value...common sense is good.
Books. I know this dates me but going to a library to find books is a lovely thing to do, particularly
with children.
Training and Equipment. Be prepared with the correct collar or harness, make sure your lead is
the correct length. It should be long enough to allow you to slip you right hand through the loop, go
across your midsection, be held in your left hand about waist height and form a J between you and
the dog's collar. Consider getting a treat pouch to carry those high value smelly treats and a
reward toy.
One of the most important things to do when you start training a dog is to find a way to focus its
attention on you before you begin a manoeuvre and if the dog is losing interest half way through.
There are many things you can do so talk to your Instructor about this and watch how others in the
group tackle this issue. When you are in class remember to breath and try to relax. You are
training not doing an exam so again find time to watch and listen to the others in your group and
go and look at other classes……. Have fun.
New owners and even seasoned hands can make mistakes. One of the biggest issues comes
under the heading I didn't realise it would take so much time. To introduce a new dog into a
household requires time to play, train, feed, walks and of course just giving the dog lots of
attention and teaching it that calm is good. This must all be as positive as you and the household
can make it. Try not to work with your dog if angry or upset. They will pick it up in an instant and
can become fearful.
Many future problems can be avoided by socializing your dog. This doesn’t mean just taking it to
an off lead dog park and letting it off the lead whilst you stand back. You may have arrived at a
'Big Dog Time' and your pup may become overwhelmed and frightened. Once a negative
experience has happened it is difficult to undo, so arrange small doses of interaction with other
dogs, children and adults. Let your pup know you are in charge of the situation, use your voice and
be ready with the treats to reward.
Make sure the experience is a positive, calming, slightly playful one, so your dog remembers that
other dogs and humans are good things to play with. Do not encourage your pup to jump up as a
welcome as many in the community are uncomfortable with this behaviour. If it's not acceptable
for a 50kg Rottweiler it's not OK for a 4kg poodle…. remember the 50kg dog was a 4kg puppy
once.
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Continued

TRAVELLING WITH DOGS
When I am out and about I tend to keep an
eye open for new ways of taking our
pooches with us.
Last year in the States and Canada it was
very obvious that dogs are welcomed in
many hotels and encouraged in through the
front doors. I also discovered the same
went for the Cunard Liner Queen Mary II.
If you just happen to be travelling from the
US to Europe or back you are welcome to
book your fur child into the kennels for the
Trans Atlantic Crossing.
I am given to understand that the paper
work involved is significant (read
horrendous) and you may be out of pocket
well over $1,000 US but hey think of the
stories you could tell. Upper Kennels $800
US, lower $1000 US, not including taxes
and tips

No dogs on my trip but I went to have a quick look at the accommodation on offer. The kennels
are on deck 13 on the left side of the photo.
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– CLUB INSTRUCTOR &
LIFE MEMBER
Peter has been a member of Northern Obedience for
approximately 20 years. He is a senior Instructor and
one of the three members of the Training
Subcommittee. He was also editor of Howler for many
years. Three years ago, he was awarded the position of
Life Member in recognition of his contributions to the
Club. Each Sunday Peter trains members to train their
dogs on the oval.
Peter joined the Club to train his first Golden Retriever,
Tess, after a marked lack of success in self-training his
first ever dog, a liver spotted Dalmatian. Peter now
owns another Golden Retriever, Bonnie, whom he has
managed to get to Class 5. Ten-year-old Bonnie has
decided that rigorous heeling is no longer for her, so she
only agrees to frequent the Cub for the Christmas party.
Peter has little interest in formal obedience trialling,
and, like many of our members just wants a very well
behaved dog.
Peter emigrated to Australia, from northern Italy, at the
age of 4, with his family. On arrival, the family lived in
Bonegilla migrant camp in north-eastern Victoria.
Later the family moved to a room above a café in Spencer Street, Melbourne and, a few years later,
settled more permanently in Yarraville, where Peter was educated at the Christian Brothers’ College.
His father believed in the importance of education, and felt that Chemistry would be important for the
future. On this basis, he encouraged Peter to study for a Chemistry Diploma at Footscray Institute of
Technology. This was followed by a Science degree majoring in Chemistry and Mathematics at
Melbourne University. His first job was with Davies Coop as a textile chemist during which time he
studied for a Master’s degree in colour measurement at Leeds University, England. Peter
subsequently worked for Kodak for 15 years, which was a wonderful opportunity for the keen
photographer he is.
In another career move, Peter was attracted by an advertisement to teach logistics at Chisholm
Institute, which later merged with Monash University. He has stopped teaching but continues his
academic life as a researcher and writer specialising in logistics management. He was recently
awarded a PhD for his research.
Peter and his family live in Essendon, and have done so for around 40 years. Family holidays are on
the Mornington Peninsula but Peter claims a limited interest in the beach.
His interests do include travelling and photography, which he indulges during his travels. He also
enjoys dining in a wide range of restaurants as well as reading, preferably non-fiction books. A
favourite film is “Death in Venice” watched once each year, in the summer (to match the mood of the
film) with wife Helen and a Campari and ice! Although not really an outdoor person, he has been
impressed by the wonders of Uluru and Niagara Falls (from the Canadian side). Human constructions
are more to his liking and ranking among the best he has seen are the Pont Du Gard, an impressive
ancient Roman aqueduct in southern France, and the Great Wall of China.
Peter’s own major dog training achievement, he says, is training Bonnie to close the back door!
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 2017
All Committee Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month, starting at 7.00 pm.
All Instructors’ Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month, after classes are completed.
*Club Sash Donated

14 May

Million Paws Walk RSPCA.

12 June

Queens Birthday Weekend – NO TRAINING

25 June

Obedience & Rally Trial – Broadmeadows Obedience Club*.

8 & 9 July

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Geelong Obedience Club*.

5 & 6 August

State Obedience Trial & Obedience Dog of the Year – Dogs Victoria.

27 August

Entries close for Northern Obedience Trial.

10 September

Obedience & Rally Trials x2 – Northern Obedience Club*.

23 September

Obedience Trial – Royal Melbourne Show.

1 October

2018 membership renewals due.

1 October

Obedience & Rally Trial – Melton Obedience Club*.

8 October

Members Individual Assessment Day & BBQ.

21 October

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Werribee Obedience Club*.

29 October

Obedience & Rally Trial – Macedon Ranges Obedience Club*.

5 November

Melbourne Cup Weekend – NO TRAINING

5 November

Applications close for end of year trophies.

18 November

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Club*.

19 November

Obedience & Rally Trial – Northcote Obedience Club*.

26 November

Annual General Meeting and Trophy Presentation. (All Classes at 10:00am)

3 December

Last day of training.

3 December

Obedience & Rally Rial – Croydon DODC

10 December

Xmas Break Up – Games Day for dogs and humans.

4 Feb 2018

Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am.
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Domestic Animals Amendment (Puppy Farm and Pet Shops)
Bill 2016 (the Bill). Report from Dr Tim Adams – Dogs Victoria
Our position – some principles:
To recap, while we support an end to unregulated and large scale puppy farming, we are firmly committed to the
following principles as a basis for our discussions on the Bill:

 That we retain our status as an Applicable Organisation (AO) (noting that we submitted our AO renewal
application on December 31st 2016);

 That we do not support Dogs Victoria breeder members being required to register as domestic animal
businesses if they are not required to do so now;

 That any breeder registration scheme should be open, transparent and equitable, and that there is
consistency within this framework across all local councils. Furthermore, councils should not be permitted
to make breeder registration too onerous, complex or expensive so as to prohibit small, registered
breeders;

 That while Dogs Victoria has, and will continue to update our relevant Codes and Regulations, these
changes should be related primarily to welfare concerns;

 That Dogs Victoria’s regulations currently prohibit members for breeding for commercial purposes;
 That Dogs Victoria has committed to enhancing our compliance framework and has significantly increased
both our financial and human resources to make that happen. As such, we believe that we are best
placed to ensure Dogs Victoria members meet their responsibilities and make certain that animal welfare
is the priority;

 That Dogs Victoria represents the interests of some 10,000 members, as well as the broader community, in
terms of pedigree dogs and responsible dog ownership. We are not only breeders, but engaged in other
activities related to dogs and dog ownership as well.

These principles were articulated in our submission to the Parliamentary Review of the Bill last year, and have
underpinned our discussions with the Minister’s office and the Department.

Major Win for Dogs Victoria Affiliated Not for Profit (NFP) Obedience Clubs:

As detailed in our opposition to the Bill last year, one of the consequences of the Bill would have been to require not
for profit (NFP), community based dog obedience and training clubs to register as Domestic Animal Businesses and
adhere to the commercially based Code of Practice for the Operation of Dog Training Establishments, which requires
(amongst other things) all trainers to be professionally certified and for clubs to essentially operate as profit making
businesses.
Many Dogs Victoria members know that these invaluable clubs are run by experienced volunteers, who provide not
only obedience training and dog sports activities to the community for a small annual fee (which covers their costs),
but provide many other services to their community – such taking referrals from councils for the training of nuisance
dogs (eg for barking and digging) and in performing community outreach (such as assisting seniors and those with
disabilities in exercising and caring for their dogs). However, the Bill would have seen these clubs potentially lose their
NFP status with councils, resulting in them being forced to pay commercial rates in order to use community grounds
and facilities. It would also impact on their access to community grants and sponsorship, increase liability insurance
and place professional certification requirements on volunteers that would see many clubs have no other choice but to
cease operating.
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This would be a disaster, not just for those clubs and their members, but for the broader community.

Dogs Victoria and a number of affiliated clubs were invited to meet with the Minister over concerns that we all had
raised in relation to the dog training organisations provisions in the Bill. At the meeting, the clubs spoke directly and
sincerely about the impact the Bill would have on them, emphasising the loss of services to their communities if they
had to close down. It was also made clear that affiliated clubs are required to follow numerous regulations and codes
of practice already – including those laid down by Dogs Victoria as a condition of affiliation – and that further
regulations imposed would be excessive.

We are pleased to say that the Minister agreed there was merit in the case made by the affiliated clubs and Dogs
Victoria, and has agreed to exempt incorporated dog training clubs from the provisions of the revised Bill. In other
words, our affiliated, not for profit clubs will now be able to continue, as per normal.
We commend the Minister for listening to our affiliated clubs and for agreeing to make this important and welcome
change.

Further Negotiations around the Bill:

At the moment the Minister is in consultation with all the AOs and yet to finalise what a breeder permit system would
look like. She has, however, confirmed that the DAB based system outlined in the previous Bill will not be
reintroduced. As part of that, the Minister agreed that there are considerable inconsistencies across local government
which make a council based breeder registration framework – and compliance with this - highly problematic. There
was some discussion around an online, state based breeder registration system overseen by the Department, but
there of course needs to be further discussion around this.

Regardless, we have made clear that for we must retain our AO status and that Dogs Victoria is best placed for (and
indeed, is already carrying out) compliance checks of our members. On this, the Minister acknowledged that Dogs
Victoria has undergone major changes in a relatively short period and that we are serious in our commitment to reform
and in ensuring that those who don’t do the right thing are not able to use Dogs Victoria membership as
camouflage.

While there is much more that needs to be resolved, we can say that this is a very different approach to consultation
that what has occurred previously, and that we are committed to working productively with the Minister and the
Department on the best outcome for our members and for our dogs, driven by a desire to ensure the animal welfare
reform draws upon evidence based best practice.

Contributed by Glenys Barnes

Drawing by Denise Gardner
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WORD PUZZLE by Denise Gardner
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Name

Dog's name

Breed

Szara Fialka
Graz Starc
Lina Morgante
Samantha Winston

Ollie
Ozzie
Kali
Sonic
Tilly
Loui

Border Collie
Labrador
Australian Shepherd
Aus Shepherd X Border
Border Collie
Jack Russell X Mini Fox Terrier

Evie
Halloumi

Moodle
Rottweiler

Duke
Barney
Albie

French Bulldog
Golden Retriever
Whippet

Misty
Storm
Harvey
Harvey
Bai
Albie
Alfred
Burt

Border Collie
Border Collie
Cavoodle
Maltese Shitzu
Lagotto Romangolu
Golden Retriever
French Bulldog
English Staffordshire Terrier

Leila

Kelpie X

Bell
Rocky
Indi
Max
Charlie

Pugalier
Maremma
Schnoodle
Labrador X Staffordshire
Cavoodle

Delphie
Nala
Dexter
Charlie
Benji
Daisy
Jo Jo
Gypsy
Crystal
Harry

Labradoodle
German Shepherd Dog
Whippet
Shetland Sheepdog
Cavoodle X
Labrador
Labradoodle
Golden Retreiver X Lab
Miniature Poodle
Golden Retriever

Margot
Java
Khaler
Banjo

Border Collie
Kelpie X Labrador
Ridgeback X Kelpie
Staffordshire Terrier X Kelpie

Archie
Honey

Border Collie X Cocker
Staffordshire Terrier X Labrador

Delilah
Ron
Marley
Darcy

Labrador
Brittany Spaniel
Bernese Mountain Dog
Border Collie

Linda Puldrugovac
Diane Dziedzic
Monique Baines
Michael Cirillo
David Villella
David & Kara Tarascio
Brad Pingle
Lauren Killmister
Jane Davey
Jackie Davey
Michelle & David Miller
Rachel & Illona Kennedy
Janet Kearney
Emma & Michael Trimboli
Casey Fitzpatrick
Blair Jenkins
Gary Coleman
Lannah Gabsch
Lynette Hall
Tanmay Saini
Janice Webb
Andrew Homer
Annie Tuddenham
Tim Hogan
Stephanie Wilson
Kevin Joseph
Nicholas & Pat Zoccali
Matthew Hewitt
Mary De Bono
Nora & John Mason
Steve & Val Burgum
Rebecca Kogjancic
Emily & Francie Elecano
Kevin Carlisle-Stapleton
Natasha Bolton
Michele McCulloch
Elly & James Le Fevre
David & Kath Engebretson
Rebecca Sutherland
James Allison
Dion Mitchell
Jane Boland
Cameron Woollard
Melanie Ojczyk
Alison Winnall
Anthony & Olivia Turnville
Margot McGrath
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Elaine Templeton
Andonis Georgopoulos
Leon Attard
Denise Quezada
Bronwyn Goss
Justin Davies
Libby & Chris Arber
Alistair Rae
Abbey Foulds
Souzy Makrakis
Danny Diaz
Terry Freeman
Liam Helenius
Kathie Helenius
Jane Gloyne
Elise Baines
Luke Jongebloed
Jenny Razmovska
Rebecca & Daniel Hurley
Grace Hotron
Kaye Allan
Jennie Pinnell
Josh & Kerryn Arrowsmith
Amelia & Josephine Abdulnour
Claire Howgate
David Wright
Ashley Sparks
Francesca Zoccoli
Eugeny Ilinykh
Kate Salemme
Reno Ciantar
David Pilcher
Rina Agustsson
Hilary Guymer
Joanne Parkin
Hannah Proctor-Parkin
Catherine Blackmore
Lyn McLay
Owen Tregenza
Tyana Viti
Jacquelyn Viti
Samantha Samson
Natalie Leitmann
Natalie Bozzi
Amanda Buttress
Chris Schwinghamer
Lis Tan
Ryan Yong
Rhonda Fisher
Catherine Lamb
Simon Moore
Garry Collins
Onerine & Stephanie Yogarajah
Tamara Lopez
Patrick Cui

George
Huckle

Staffordshire Terrier X
French Bulldog

Gemma
Milo
Tex
Leo

Golden Retiever
King Charles Cavalier
German Shepherd Dog
Ridgeback X

Jerry
Mia
Rufus
Koby

West Highland Terrier
Jack Russell X Brittany Spaniel
Weimaraner
Groodle

Lenni
Sully

Toy Poodle
Boxer

Versace

English Staffordshire Terrier

Maggie
Xana

Labradoodle
Staffy X Sharpei

Wags
Diesel
Macy
Rei

Cavoodle
Heeler X Jack Russell
Bichon Frise
Labrador

Raf
Patch
Bertie
Lily
Nazza
Mishka

Staffordshire Bull Terrier
Boxer
Irish Setter
Labrador
Rottweiler
Black Russian Terrier

Luna
Phoenix

Golden Retriever
Kelpie X Staffy

Chleo
Sebastian
Doug
Mitchell
Annie
Bart
Ali
Hudson

Koolie
Cavalier
Golden Retriever
German Spizs X
German Spitz
Boxer
Cattle Dog X Jack Russell
Boston Terrier

Melody

Siberian Husky

Teddy

Samoyed

Finn
Abbie

Irish Setter
Kelpie X Border Collie

Alyeska
Cody

Malamute
Border Collie

Lucky
Melo

Cocker Spaniel X
Beagle X
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Yang Li
Ashlea Gilmore
Siobhan & Kiernan McGregory
Julie-anne Caruana
Peter & Charles Fowler
Hnu Ngo
Bach Tran
Hnu Ngo
Johann Van Niekerk
Fatih Tek
Brigid Weir
Stacey Barlow
Desmonda Lawrence
Brooke Perriman
Sergio Almeida
Kate Gaussen
John Cappellano
Julie Hunt
Garry Hatton
Walter Robles
Stuart Polwarth
Nicole Zahra
Mathew Harbach
Sandra Glass
Cam Grove
Joan Mastropasqila
Danny & Nicholas Duggan
Carla Cleary
Andrew Ross
Ellie Tidswell
Alsion & Brad Neal
Pamela Hyde
David Hyde
Suzie D'Agostini
Vanessa Swanson
Geoff Morsby
Lynette Fletcher
Sam Leray
Adam Osowicki
Caitlin & Jack Barry

Banjo Batpup
Maverick
Nova
Sammy
Snowy

Staffordshire Terrier
Border Collie
Border Collie
Border Collie
Maremma Sheep Dog

Dobby

Whippet X Greyhound X Kelpie

Charlie
Marley
Leroy
Mister Bones
Billy

Groodle
Border Collie
Dobermann
Border Collie
Beagle

Nala

Kelpie X

Coco

Saint Bernard

Oscar
Elmo
Frankie

Border Collie
Border Collie
Caoodle

Luna
Jax
Maggie
Cindy
Logan
Ava

Saint Bernard
Kelpie X Labrador
Cavoodle
Cavoodle
Staffordshire Bull Terrier
Staffordshire Terrier X

Skipper
Mae

Cocker Spaniel X Collie
Brittany Spaniel

Honey

Moodle

Fleek

Labrador

Frankie
Iggy
Ryda

French Bulldog
Staffordshire Terrier X
Staffordshire Bull Terrier

CLASS PROMOTIONS – CONGRATULATIONS
Date
05-Feb-17
05-Feb-17
05-Feb-17
05-Feb-17
05-Feb-17
05-Feb-17
05-Feb-17
05-Feb-17

Handler
Keith Dowson
Melinda Hobson
Karen Humphrey
Jason mclennan
Anna Del Bono
Shereen Elsebai
Veronica Artono
Jo Grindrod

Dogs Name
Chilli
Acorn
Blizzard
Boomer
Remy
Jax
Sora
Scout

Class
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
1-2
P-1
P-1
P-1
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12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
12-Feb-17
15-Feb-17
19-Feb-17
19-Feb-17
19-Feb-17
19-Feb-17
19-Feb-17
26-Feb-17
26-Feb-17
26-Feb-17
26-Feb-17
26-Feb-17
26-Feb-17
26-Feb-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
5-Mar-17
19-Mar-17
19-Mar-17
19-Mar-17
26-Mar-17
26-Mar-17
26-Mar-17
26-Mar-17

Ros Wellington & Ray Doody
Rachael Neumann
Louise Pearson
Tori Rusciano
Penny Windlow
Lina Morgante
Charmaine Wymer
David Stevens
Jason Mclennan
Alex Singleton
Samantha Winston
Richard Nuttall
Anna Merlo
Fiona McCalum
Darren Freak
Russell Hunter
Keith Dowson
Rebecca Kocjancic
Daniel Airo-Farulla
Fiona McCalum
Frank Sasone
Anna Del Bono
Tammy Guerrisi
Ken Owen
Robert McNiol
Margaret Bishop
Lily Dervai
David & Kara Tarascio
George Matta
Kathie & Liam Helenius
Donny Georgopoulos
David Vilella
Pat & Nicholas Zoccali
Stephen Pyk
lyn Mcly
Darren Freak
Jennie Pinnell
Liz Lelliott
Melinda Hobson
Frank Palamara
Stuart Mc Lean
Oscar Masiero
Hilary Guymer
Garry Collins
Susan Di Martino
Margot McGrath
Michelle Howard
Stuart Polworth
Oscar Rables

Hana
Jackson
Mac
Millie
George
Kali
Cocoa
Jaeger
Boomer
Frankie
Sonic
Toby
Nala
Pergi
Maple
Cocoa
Chilli
Gypsy
Archie
Peigi
Axel
Remy
Tilly
Winter
Molly
Hilda
Milo
Barney
Zeppelin
Koby
George
Duke
Dexter
Maximus
Sebastian
Maple
Wags
Loki
Acorn
Cyril
Lexie
Milo
Luna
Alyeska
Milo
Darcy
Fenton
Elmo
Walter

P-1
2-3
2-3
2-3
2-3
3-4
4-5
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
P-1
1-2
P-1
4-5
1-2
P-1
P-1
2-3
2-3
2-3
2-3
1-2
1-2
3-4
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
1-2
P-1
P-1
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Class Exercises
Puppies (8 weeks to 24 weeks)
No exercises are tested for promotion to
next class:
 Socialisation with all puppies on lead;
 Retrieve on the flat on lead;
 Recall on lead;
 Puppy push up
 Heeling on a short lead;
 Examination of Puppy;
 Stays;
 Games, Q&A Session.
Class 2
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class One exercises plus:
 Heel slow pace;
 Right turn;
 Recall on lead dog to sit in front of the
handler;
 Stand Stay;
 Stand for Examination (handler in front)
(Food may be used as a lure.);
 Drop from Sit (beside and in front of
handler).
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Dog Introduction.

Class 4 (Community Companion Dog)
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class 3 exercises plus,
 Heel on lead with lead in the left hand;
 Small amount of heeling off lead;
 All stays off lead (when dog is reliable, long
lead if not) (Sit 1 minute Down 3 minutes);
 Recall and return to dog.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat off lead;
 Drop from the Stand position (handler in
front of dog);
 Finish to the recall;
 Ring Craft.

Class 1
Exercises tested for promotion to
next class:
 Heel normal pace;
 Sit;
 Stand (alongside handler);
 Right-about Turn;
 Sit Stay (complete exercise);
 Recall on lead (Dog does not have to sit)
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Drop.

Class 3
Exercises tested for promotion to next
class:
 All Class Two exercises plus:
 Heel fast pace;
 Heel in figure 8 including sits;
 Automatic sit;
 Drop while heeling;
 Left turn and Left about turn. (both
methods);
 Stand for examination (handler in
front.) (Food may be used only as a
reward.);
 All stays progressing to lead on
ground (Sit 30 sec Down 1 minute)
 Finish to recall on lead;
Class
Recall
off lead dog; dog to sit in front.
5 (Novice)
Other
exercises
to promotion
be taughttobut
not
Exercises
tested for
next
class:
tested:
All Class Four
exercises
 Retrieve
on the
flat on plus,
lead.
 Heel free;
 Recall off lead (complete exercise 12
metres);
 All stays off lead if reliable.
(Sit 1 minute down 3 minutes);
 Stand for examination off lead;
 Retrieve on the flat.
Other
to be taught but not
Class exercises
6
tested:
Full Open Program
 Commence high & broad jumps;
Class
7 Craft.
 Ring
Full UD Program
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MOONEE VALLEY FESTIVAL 2017
Each year Northern Obedience Dog Club mans (dogs?) a stall at the Festival in part to
promote the club’s activities and inform the public about the Club and also to contribute
to the Community activities supported by the Council.
As usual this year many people were able to pet club dogs and receive advice about what
help is available to people wanting to obtain and adopt appropriate pets.
Many thanks to Alyssa and Steve for their continued input to this and other Community
events.
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By Glenys Barnes

The Members Individual Testing Day is a day where members are put through the Class
exercises with an Instructor, individually in a ring.
This day was a great success and we need to congratulate all those members who achieved
a pass on the day. We do hope you had an enjoyable time.
To all those people who volunteered; Robert, Denise, Leo, Joanne and Rhonda who helped
set up the rings and carried down the equipment; plus those members who helped dismantle
the rings; Nancy and the catering team; Keith who cooked the BBQ and Ray in the canteen;
all the instructors who judged the competitors and Margaret Deakes for judging the higher
classes; Nancy, Barbara, Judith, Kirti, Janelle and Jennifer who kept the office ticking over;
please accept our grateful thanks.. Without your help these days would just not be possible.

Class 1 – Judge Leo Carroll
1st – Heike Eberhard with Raffy, achieved a pass
2nd – Ashley Harrison with Charlie, achieved a pass
3rd – Barbara van Meurs with Snowy, achieved a pass
Jennifer McKenzie with Fizzy, achieved a pass
Jenny Guadagnuolo with Basil, achieved a pass
Class 1 – Judge Maggie Jongejans
1st – Garry Collins with Aryiska, achieved a pass
2nd – Joanne Parkin with Pheonix, achieved a pass
3rd – Karen Humphrey with Blizz
Class 2 – Judge Peter Dapiran
1st – Heather Hayes with Dash, achieved a pass
2nd – Monique Whear with Trixie, achieved a pass
3rd – Lucy Sullivan with Asha
Class 3 – Judge Roger White
1st – Anna Del Bono with Remy
2nd – Claire McConville with Heidi
3rd – Vivien Renzella-Rox with Coco
Class 4 – Judge Anna Del Bono
1st – Greg Reinmoth with Bonnie
2nd – Margaret Bishop with Hilda
3rd – Rhonda McIntyre with Mia
Class 5 – Judge Margaret Deakes
1st – Glynn Burnup with Gracie
2nd – Helen Chapman with Rumpole
3rd – Glenys Barnes with Jake

Class 6 – Judge Margaret Deakes
1st – Pam Oliver with Erik
Class 7 – Judge Margaret Deakes
1st – Anna Del Bono with Zara
2nd – Glenys Barnes with Pascal
Junior Handler
1st – Ashley Harrison with Charlie
2nd – Dion Mitchell with Archie
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THE INDIVIDUAL TESTING (FUN) DAY ACCORDING TO RUMPOLE
Contributed by Helen Chapman

“Come on, Rumpole” cried SWMBO’d, “we
need to be early to dog school today”
I lazily open an eye from my comfortable
position on the couch – why do we need to be
early? I’m sure Head of Chambers hasn’t
finished his breakfast and there might be a
corner of toast for me! Oh well, SWMBO’d is
insistent – “Rumpole its a fun day”. “Well
why didn’t you say so in the first place lets
go!”
But alas on arrival I discover It’s the NODC
Individual Testing Day & SWMBO’d and I are
manning and dogging the sign in desk.
Lots of questions for SWMBO’d, who always seems to reply - It’s a great opportunity for you to
have a one on one session with an instructor and if you and your dog do well and get a
qualifying score, you can advance to the next class.
Many newbie dogs nervously look to me, “highly experienced” in all matters of trials. “No
problems,” I tell them, “Here’s the brief - It’s all about maximizing the number of treats. Just
pay careful attention to all submissions not just those from your owner (who doesn’t yet
understand the client dog relationship) and do what your owner asks and your client might be
the proud owner of a ribbon – and you … sausages from the BBQ”. You just watch old
Rumpole plea bargain for a just reward for services rendered.
Lots of sign ups for class 1 & 2, a few less in class 3, fewer still in class 4 and just 4 in class 5
(novice), one in class 6 (open) and two in class 7 (UD).
The fun starts at 10am. SWMBo’d takes me for a preliminary around the oval, but I know the
newbies are watching so I’m really not paying attention to her - the newbies are my witness.
“Wake up Rumpole” she says – this mock trial stuff is old hat to a seasoned campaigner like
myself, but I needed to show that at this stage of the trial procedure, expectations must be
lowered!
A circuit judge has been called in to preside over the trial proceedings. UD first, then Open,
then Novice. We’re second in the novice ring after Glyn and Gracie. Glyn is being a steward in
the class 4 ring for Anna, but what’s this? My lead is being handed to a stranger! And
SWMBO’d is taking over Glyn’s place as steward and Gracie gets ready to perform.
Soon it’s our turn. Off we go. I wonder how SWMBO’d is going to manage fast pace, she’s been
limping ever since she came back from that holiday, a holiday sans Rumpole I might point out!
Oh, fast pace, no problem! Now, into the figure of eight. SWMBO’d had some liver treats earlier
– maybe she’s still got some, so I’d better stick close. Well, heeling all finished, now for the
stand for exam. No problems there. Recall? I bound towards SWMBO’d and sit nicely in front.
What’s this? A heel command to finish the recall? We never do that! OK – I know what to do,
but I sit a little crooked er I mean not straight.
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Having demonstrated the rewards of obedience, it is time for the other, so back at the start post
I notice a plastic marker in the grass – this will do as an exhibit! I grab it in my mouth and leap
away to feign examination, winking at the audience. SWMBO’d unfortunately understands my
line of reasoning.
“Come on Rumpole, enough! – dumbbell”. Not quite sure what was meant by that… Oh THE
dumbbell. …time to be a good doggie again and besides the dumbbell is much more bankable
than a bit of plastic.
Finally back at the start post and the incriminating plastic disk is handed to the judge. The
retrieve on the flat is achieved with my usual aplomb and that’s it for the individual work – just
the stays to go.
We watch Glenys and Jake then Odeina and Zoe. Zoe is not having a good day or maybe just not
good treats– never mind. Time for the stays. One minute sit – no problem, Three minute drop –
no problem. Now for the scores!
2nd! Gracie has won the ring with 190 points and we’re 2 points behind. Room for more treats – I
mean improvement. I get a nice red ribbon and even better, a good helping of SWMBO’d BBQ
sausage! The Newbies wag their tails for Rumpole.
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
- Dr

Peter Dapiran

 We are all familiar with the ability of the Italian Maremma Sheepdog to protect
sheep flocks. It was later shown that their protective abilities could be
extended to other animals. In 2006, Oddball, the Maremma, was trained to
protect the penguin colony from foxes on an island off the coast at
Warrnambool, Victoria. Sadly, Oddball has died at the age of 15.
 A customs and excise dog has sniffed out more than Euro280,000 (about
A$400,000) hidden on a train in Luxembourg. Two men have been arrested for
not declaring the excess currency to customs officials. The dog’s name? Cash,
naturally.
 In Mexico City, 950 English Bulldogs came together to beat the Guinness World
Record for the highest number of the breed in any one place. What next?
Mexican Chihuahuas in London?
 A study at the University of Paris Nanterre has concluded that women adapt
the language they use to communicate with dogs that allows them to interact
more effectively with them. Women use “Pet Directed Speech” which involves
varying the tone, pitch and intensity of their voice.
 Scottish researchers have fitted heart monitors to dogs in shelters to explore
the effect of music on stress levels (of the dogs). Music styles included pop,
Motown, and classical. They found that the best music to soothe wailing dogs
was reggae music by Bob Marley and the Wailers.
 Finlay, a UK Jack Russell Terrier, was addicted to junk mail. The glossy junk
mail paper combined with his saliva to form a firm glue that locked his jaws
together. He needed an operation to save him.
 Researchers at the University of Liverpool, UK, have found more evidence for
the positive effects of pet ownership. Children with pets tend to have greater
self-esteem, less loneliness, and improved social skills. Dogs and cats are
more likely to provide the necessary social support than fish or terrapins.
 Functional MRI (fMRI) on awake dogs is an emerging field of study that is
leading to a greater understanding of the functioning of the dog’s brain. It
takes about two months to train dogs to keep still inside a noisy MRI scanner.
Training is carried out in a mock scanner that simulates the vibration, closed
space, and sound of a real scanner. The training process is a perfect example
of force-free desensitisation and conditioning.
 Crufts, the largest dog show in the world, is held annually in Birmingham,
England, in March. Last year’s winner for best-in-breed, a German Shepherd
called Cruaghaire Catoria, caused a furious stir. Its low exaggerated sloping
back seen on some Shepherds, made it seem “deformed”. The controversy
was so great that Crufts was forced to introduce new health rules for dogs
entering the show.
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Kepala Pet Resort, situated in tranquil countryside, provides five star luxury
accommodations, including large grassed areas where your dog can play safely.
Kepala Pet Resort is operated by Kevin and Pauline Lacy, family and staff.
Visit our website for more information: http://www.kepala.com.au/
We invite you to visit and view our complex prior to making a booking.
Address: 55 Edwards Rd, Diggers Rest, Victoria 3427 | Phone: (03) 9740 1272
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Northern Obedience
Dog Club is a
non-profit organisation
staffed by volunteers
dedicated to promoting the
training and understanding of the dog,
so that it can be accepted as a true
companion in our urban society.
The Club trains people to train their dogs
to be obedient, companionable and
useful. The club provides you with the
opportunity to train your dog, and the
fact that our club and others like us exist,
show how much interest in dog training
as a hobby has increased. Training for
most people can be a hobby that is
enjoyed by both dog and owner.
See our website for more details.

Northern Obedience Dog Club

Helping YOU train your dog!

Looking for photos and updates?

LIKE us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/Northern
ObedienceDogClub

Denise Gardner
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