
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

NOTICES 
10 June 

Queens Birthday 

Weekend – 

NO TRAINING 

 

24 June 
Rally Trial x 2 – 

Broadmeadows Obedience 

Club 

 

7 & 8 July 
Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – 

Geelong Obedience Club 

 

4 & 5 August 

State Obedience Trial & 

Obedience Dog of the Year 

– Dogs Victoria. 

 

26 August 

Entries close for Northern 

Obedience Trial. 

 

 

 

Established 1954 

Affiliated with the 

Victorian Canine 

Association 

 

Northern Obedience Dog Club Inc. Patron: The Mayor of Moonee Valley 

NOTE:  The Committee of NODC Inc. and the editor of the Howler reserve the right to edit all copy including advertising.  
The opinions expressed in articles published in the Howler are not necessarily those of the Committee or the editor.  

The Club assumes no responsibility for false or misleading claims made in copy submitted to this newsletter. 

Proudly sponsored by  

Strathmore  

Community Bank®  

Branch 
 

 

Classes Times 
Sunday 10am-10:50am  

Puppies, Foundation 

Classes 2, 4 

Sunday 11:10am-12pm  

Classes 1, 3, 5-7 

Wednesday 7pm-8pm  

All classes; no Puppies 

http://northernobedience.com.au/
http://northernobedience.com.au/activity-calendar/4583267220
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore


 

2018 Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Barbara Van Meurs 

 Denise Gardner 

 Glenys Barnes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Editor                 Barbara Van  Meurs 
This is the start of the Melbourne cold season when owners need to address the 

problems of keeping pets warm as well as entertained in Winter.  

 

Paws for Thought by Glyn Burnup considers the dog/human relationship with 

associated advice but requests that readers submit questions to which they 

would like answers. This is a chance to pick the brains of your Instructors and 

address any outstanding problems. See page 6. 

President 
Leo Carroll 

Vice President 

Secretary 
Glenys Barnes 

Treasurer 

  Glenys Barnes 

General Committee 
Helen Chapman 
Janelle Dang 
Joanne Carroll 
Judith Hillyear 
Kirti Bhatt 
Nancy Evans 

Training Sub-
committee 

Frances Hammer 
Peter Dapiran 
Roger White 

Volunteers 
Ray O’Shannessy 
Barbara Van Meurs 
Elaine Templeton   
 
 
___________ 

President’s Podium                   Leo Carroll 

Committee members do a lot of work outside training sessions to 

make sure the club keeps running. 

 

The Training sub-committee spends a lot of time keeping up with the 

latest training methods and industry trends to ensure the training 

practices stay current and relevant. 

 

The instructors themselves work outside training hours to ensure their 

skills are up to date. 

 

Much of this is a labour of love however that is not to say that it does 

not get tiring. 

 

There are some aspects that can be addressed in the short term.  

Simple things like arriving early to help set up or bringing equipment in 

at the end of training might seem small but they go a long way to free 

up committee members and instructors to perform other duties. 

 

We normally talk about recommitting to the Committee and other 

volunteer roles later in the year but maybe it is time to start thinking 

about how to ensure that the club has adequate resources to cater for 

the continued growth.  We know that dog obedience clubs in the local 

region have been forced to put a cap on memberships. Hopefully it 

doesn’t get to that at Northern Obedience Dog Club. 
 

 

Howler Editorial       

Committee        

Write or contribute an 
article, story, photo, 

comic, joke, idea, etc. to 
the Howler!  

All we need is your 
Name & your Source! 

While it seems a very short period since the 

last report there is still a lot happening.  The 

Club continues to grow and attract new 

members which is reflective of the hard work 

put in by the volunteers who run the club. 

 

While the hard work is quite visible on 

Wednesday nights and Sunday morning there 

is a lot more that goes on in the background 

that is unseen.   
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PROFILE OF JOHN O’SULLIVAN – INSTRUCTOR and  

                                                        LIFE MEMBER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

REMINDERS 
Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between 

classes, unless asked to remove it by your class instructor.  

Remember to adhere to Club Rules and listen to the 

instructors. 

While you are at the Club you are responsible for you and your 

dog’s actions. Ensure there is sufficient space between each 

dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or make 

another dog feel uncomfortable. 

 2018 ClassES  
Classes for  2018 are on Standard 
time and start at 10am for Puppy 
& “Even numbered classes”, and 

11am for “Odd numbered 

classes”.    
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During his time at NODC John has again qualified as an instructor and gained Life Membership 

in 2007. 

 

In the days when the Club was running an Agility program John instructed in Agility as well as 

Obedience Training. As advanced Agility is no longer carried out at NODC John specialises in 

Obedience Training particularly to the senior classes, but says that he is interested in instructing 

all classes as he enjoys teaching people how to understand and relate to their dogs. 

 

John has an ability to relate to dogs personally which he attributes to the 40 years of  

experience and, while he says this cannot just be learned, he tries to pass this on to members. 

 

At a personal level John’s active hobby is Brazilian Jiu Jitsu. At a more mundane level his likes 

include foods such as chicken schnitzel and TV shows like F Troop, Hogans Heroes and Get 

Smart. John also likes Blues music. 

 

His main enjoyment however is being able to understand dogs. 

 

 

 

 

John grew up with family dogs 

including a Labrador and English 

Cocker Spaniel. 

 

In all he has been involved with dog 

training for over 40 years having joined 

Keilor Obedience Dog Training in 1977  

with a Golden Cocker Spaniel which he 

trained up to CD. 

 

While at Keilor he learned Obedience 

Training and became a Committee  

Member, Instructor and was granted 

Life Membership. 

 

In the late 1990s, for a change of 

scene, John joined Northern Obedience 

where he has trained Golden 

Retrievers.  
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SEEN AROUND THE GROUNDS 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Written by Glyn Burnup 

 
 

 

Why Are We Drawn To Dogs? 
 

 

We were sitting in the club house last Sunday 

after classes chewing our treats and talking 

over the week. 

 

I was struck however by the wide range of 

different people hanging around, all involved 

in some way with the running of the club or 

training their pet.  

 

Some were old hands and others new to the 

club, but all were wanting to be connected in 

some way with dogs. 

 

Let us look at the matter dispassionately and 

no one can use the word CUTE to answer any 

part of it! 

 
Why do we allow, nay want, an animal in our homes to chew our furniture (when a pup), leave 

hair (unless non shedding) and fart outrageously?  What is it that draws people into the dog 

world? 
 

Each person asked will give a different answer, but most can be distilled down to 

companionship.  

 
Whether we get a family pet, or rescue a dog which needs us to bring a group together and, I 

love this one, teach the children responsibility, we all need to make sure we have a judgement-

free welcome at the end of the day.  

 

A pup or fully grown dog need different things from us, but they all require us to make a shift 

outside ourselves and provide a reason to connect with our local community. The way they do 

this is by The Dog Walk or in my case - thedogwalkwithcoffee. Gracie has her Kong full of her 

frozen kibble as we sit outside the coffee shop and she is the reason people stop to chat and 

make contact. Sometimes it may only be eye contact and a smile. Those of you who walk your 

child to school with your dog have seen how even the shyest child can be drawn in by the fur 

and soft eyes. You will notice I resisted using The Word. 

 

With a few exceptions most dogs are willing to be touched quietly and gently and are happy to 

meet and greet friends but always ask if a dog introduction is OK. Dogs do make snap 

judgements and can have a “life-long friend” in 2 seconds. They use smell and body language 

to glean the information they need.  I think we are also drawn to them because no dog is 

known to have run for political office.   

 

Let’s put those 2 thoughts together just for a moment. Wouldn't it make life so much simpler 

if all you had to do was to smell a politician to know if they were being honest about a core 

promise or not? 
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continued 
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Question: 

 

I have been writing Paws For 

Thought for a number of years 

now and as yet no reader has 

asked a dog question, so I will 

throw this one out there for 

discussion.  

 

“When we walk our dogs they 

stop sniff and sometimes pee. 

OK so how does a dog decide 

which smell is worthy of a reply 

and how do they work out the 

correct volume to release for 

that reply?  

 

Be creative with your responses! 

Email to 

northodc@bigpond.net.au. 
 

 

An Answer! 

Because we must play, feed, train, walk and of 

course, cuddle our pets, it’s an opportunity to do a 

bit of self reflection. 

 

Although I see the reasoning behind having a dog 

for the younger members of a household, please 

bear in mind that many children are easily 

distracted and don't multi-task easily. So cuddling 

and smoothing, playing and of course taking the 

pup into the bedroom must be managed.  

 
Minor details such as toilet training, feeding, walking and removing burs from fur, can fall to 

the bottom of the list and become a source of tension. It is no good pointing out that 'But I 

promise I'll look after Bertie Mum/Dad' was said once Bertie is in the house and looking for 

dinner and the child has forgotten to do it.  

 

Be realistic with expectations. Just look into those beautiful eyes (the dogs not the child's) and 

get the kibble ready.  

 

I have seen T-shirts, cards and coffee mugs with the following statement. Try to be the person 

your dog thinks you are and no matter how cheesy this might sound, they do manage to bring 

out the better side of most people. 

 



 

WHO AM IW  
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                 prepared by Denise Gardner 

 

We are named after a sea. 

 

We are a comparatively recent breed - BEN was the first officially recognized in 1899 although 

our ancestors, the St John's water dog, had been helping fishermen for many years prior to that. 

(we love a good swim) 

 

We live about 12 years although one of our breed lasted 27 years. Boys weigh about 30 to 

35kgs. We cover ourselves with easy care, fur in three distinct colors. 

 

The Russian President Putin owned one of us - he was black and named Koni. Bill Clinton, Kevin 

Costner and Prince Charles are also happy owners. Donald Trump is not. 

 

We share our name with a Canadian Province. 

 

We have appeared on Australian stamps and in 1938 appeared on the cover of the US magazine 

'Life'. 

 

We have been trained to sniff out pirated CD's and explosives and currently serve as military, 

rescue, customs, guide and family dogs. 

 

We are, naturally, the most popular registered dog in the world. 
 

 



 

Surname Name Dog name Breed 
Harris David & Connie Harris Emi Toy Poodle 

Ayers Chris & Vicki Ayers Flossy Queensland Heeler 

Monaghan Mark & Matthew Monaghan Rocco German Shorthair Pointer 

Browning Janet Browning Millie Kelpie 

Martel Andrew Martel Espresso Lagotto 

Dziedzic Kylie & Mark Dziedzic Zoe Miniature Schnauzer 

O'Brien Alyce O'Brien Darcy Border Collie 

Young Suzanne & Sheridan Young Cookie Cavoodle 

Wulianadi Theresia Wulianadi Lumi Samoyed 

Grondowski Kim Grondowski     

Allen Joel & Hayley Allen Sonny Golden Retriever 

Rowan Alexandra Rowan Archie Labrador 

Whting Timothy Whting     

Dehm Julia Dehm Ronnie Labrador X Staffordshire 

Hasan Khan Adil Hasan Khan     

Lee Stewart & Chris Lee Hollie Border Collie X 

Inguanti Tony Inguanti Ruby Doberman 

Inguanti Luisa Inguanti Murphy Welsh Terrier 

Johnson Phillip Johnson Shadow Border Collie 

Workman Darci Workman Ellie German Shorthaired Pointer 

Sommer Holly Sommer Toby Border Collie 

Wilson Adam & Jasmin Wilson Gusto Labrador 

Hudson Belinda & Amy Hudson Dusty Maltese X Staffordshire 

Pearce Samantha & Diane Pearce Archie Beagle X Poodle 

Collins Troy & Liz Collins Coco Dobermann 

Elliott Mikayla Elliott Leo Moodle 

Smyrk Lucia Smyrk Yumi Staffordshire Terrier X 

Cody Nick Cody     

Hedditch 

Joseph Hedditch 

Billy Nova Scotia Duck Toller Retriever 

Salamon Brenda Salamon Pickles Chihuahua X Jack Russell 

Lees Katie Lees Pacho Kelpie X Shaffordshire Terrier 

Allen Mitch Allen     

Cassidy Bonny Cassidy Crumpet Jack Russell X Kelpie 

Grey Tim Grey     

Blakely Jason Blakely Otto Cavoodle 

Baullo Fabio & Sebastian Baullo Buddy German Shorthair Pointer 

Darlington Melissa Darlington Willow Golden Retriever 

O'Keeffe Jean O'Keeffe Charlie Kelpie 

McMenamin Patrick & Michele McMenamin Bruno Boxer 

Edyvean Andrew Edyvean Islay Hungarian Vizsla 

Sandow Alysha Sandow     

Wong Lilian Wong Evie Border Collie 

Murray Jordan Murray     

Heath Nation Louis Heath Nation Molly Heeler X 

Heath Michael Heath     

Scholz Glen Scholz Ruby Cavoodle 

Kininmonth Samuel Kininmonth Nellie Border Collie 

Cruttenden James & Julie Cruttenden Gus Rhodesian Ridgeback 

Monohan Dean Monohan Layla Spoodle 

Byrne Ellen & Barry Byrne Bow Border Collie 

Davern Regina Davern Lillie Bischon Frise 

Gray Geoff Gray     

Power Karin, Damien & Aiden Power Ted Kelpie X 
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Turner Angus & Andrew Turner Bella Labrador 

Persson Julia Persson Tako English Staffordshire Terrier 

Atley Shaun Atley     

Colonna Max Colonna Jesse Border Collie 

D'Aprano Anita D'Aprano Lucie Border Collie X Poodle 

Marsden Craig Marsden Daisy Border Collie 

Ball Cynthia Ball Cindy Fox Terrier 

Librio Jasmine  & Sally Librio Ivy Maltese X Shihtzu 

Sondhu Kerry Sondhu Hattie Soft Coated Wheaten 

Palmer Susan Palmer Maggie Golden Retriever 

Ashton Leonie & Pauline Ashton Bingle Boxer 

McKenzie Des McKenzie Patsy Border Collie 

Curatolo Angela Curatolo Darcy Spoodle 

James Miriam James Indi Golden Retriever 

Lee Vivian Lee Ollie Golden Retriever 

Nguyen Viet Hong Nguyen     

Kavanagh Marthese & Anthony Kavanagh Sasha Great Dane 

Kelly Louise Kelly Henry Spoodle 

Coles Jonathan Coles     

Tzaferis Sam, Michelle & Zach Tzaferis Dexter Labrador X American Bulldog 

Masraff Mary Jane Masraff Marco Boxer 

Hurley Damian Hurley     

Webster Adelaide Webster Poppy Labrador X Rottweiler 

Camilleri Lauren Camilleri     

Kerr Meredith & Hugo Kerr Chappie Fox Terrier X Poodle 

Vincent Nirmal Vincent Max Labradoodle 

Roy Martha Roy     

Hosford Mark Hosford Ziggy Staffordshire Bull Terrier 

Tran Thy & Giann Tran Bonnie Staffordshire Terrier X 

Ryan Jessica Ryan Smudge Maltese X Spoodle 

Adams Callum Adams     

Mousley Anthony Mousley Peppa Cocker Spaniel 

Xuereb Teresa Xuereb Cindy Jack Russell 

Pean Jose Pean Sally Rhodesian Ridgeback X 

Tito Rachel Tito Bailey Golden Retriever 

Farquhar Mitch Farquhar     

Oster Daniel Oster Rosy Kelpie X 

Higham Janine Higham Piper Whippet 

Berry Mariella Berry Locky Schmoodle 

Gallina Helen & Steven Gallina Pepe Lagotto Romagnolo 

Morrison Chris Morrison Nova Labrador 

Clements Emily Clements     

Agrotis Michael Agrotis Alfie Staffordshire X 

Hagan Rebecca Hagan     

Merrett Louise Merrett China Border Collie X Kelpie 

Vawdrey Samantha Vawdrey Spindle Koolie 

Hogarth-Angus 

Blake & Clare Hogarth-Angus 

Rani Whippet 

Croft Kerry Croft Johnny Border Collie X Poodle 

Ojansivu Ilkka Ojansivu Fitz Labrador 

Drill Andrew Drill Ramon German Shorthair Pointer 

Amaya Coria Daniela Amaya Coria     

Leopoldseder Kaku Leopoldseder Hamish Miniature Bull Terrier 

Forrest Chris Forrest     

Cunning John Cunning Iggy Staghound 

Tattersall Gemma & Anne Tattersall Alfie Cavoodle 

Chow Harry Chow Chippie Corgi 

Liang Nora Liang     
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Puperti Pilar Puperti Brooklyn French Bulldog 

de Jong 

Libby de Jong 

Hobbs Russell Maltese X Shihtzu 

Tomlin Lauren Tomlin Olive Australian Shepherd 

Salter John Salter Chloe English Staffordshire Terrier 

Salter Jennifer Salter Lexie English Staffordshire Terrier 

Williamson Laraine Williamson Cilla Dachshund 

Brown Amy Brown Bronson Miniature Schnauzer 

Kelly Maria Kelly Hilda Schnauzer 

Barbounis Rachel & John Barbounis Lenni Staffordshire Bull Terrier 

Montagnese Alberto & Donna Montagnese Stoem German Shepherd 

Likassa Beakal Likassa Bella Staffordshire X Labrador 

Modesti Stefanie Modesti     

CLASS PROMOTIONS – CONGRATULATIONS 

April Handler Dogs Name Class 

4-Apr-18 Paige-Rheannon Bailey Riley P-1 

4-Apr-18 Abby Grant Riley P-1 

4-Apr-18 Nathan Boekhorst Audrey 1-2 

8-Apr-18 Cory Turp Monty 2-3 

8-Apr-18 Joan Mastropasqua Maggie 2-3 

8-Apr-18 Maria & Dean Vignone Oli P-1 

8-Apr-18 Ray Mizzi Chase P-1 

8-Apr-18 Chris & Sue Clewer Tyson P-1 

8-Apr-18 Robyn Scott Clancy   P-1 

8-Apr-18 Adrian Cavedon Bernie P-1 

11-Apr-18 Adrian Dodson Fonzie 2-3 

11-Apr-18 Terry Freeman Rufus 2-3 

15-Apr-18 Nick Pavlovski & Josephine Barbaro Giorgio P-1 

15-Apr-18 Adrien Cavedon Bernie 1-2 

15-Apr-18 Paul & Kim O'Gorman Marlo P-1 

15-Apr-18 Cate & Jack Elliott Nero P-1 

15-Apr-18 Denise Gardner Clancy   1-2 

18-Apr-18 Karen Humphrey Blizzard 3-4 

18-Apr-18 John Starford Ruby 3-4 

22-Apr-18 Tiffany MacIntosh Juniper P-1 

22-Apr-18 Meredith Kerr  Chappie P-1 

22-Apr-18 Katherine McGowan Bertie P-1 

22-Apr-18 Mark Kelly Bertie P-1 

22-Apr-18 Craig Dunstan Murphy P-1 

22-Apr-18 Owen Smith Khan P-1 

22-Apr-18 James Le Fevre Java 3-4 

22-Apr-18 Nikki & Peter Bailey   Midnight 1-2 

22-Apr-18 Connie Lollio Hunter 1-2 

22-Apr-18 Deb Cacciotti Ruby 1-2 

22-Apr-18 Andrew Gauci Sophie 3-4 

29-Apr-18 Melissa Hofsteter Ruben P-1 

29-Apr-18 Tiana & Mario Basile Bella P-1 

29-Apr-18 Valentino & Brendan Izzo Honey P-1 

29-Apr-18 Erica & Nicole Brown Caspian P-1 
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29-Apr-18 Glen Scholz Ruby P-1 

29-Apr-18 Holly Sommer Toby 2-3 

29-Apr-18 Pat Mammone Andre 2-3 

29-Apr-18 Hanish Head Frankie P-1 

29-Apr-18 Tony Startari Rosie P-1 

29-Apr-18 Samantha & Diane Pearce Archie P-1 

29-Apr-18 Neil Perch Billie 1-2 

29-Apr-18 Paul O'Gorman Marlo 1-2 

29-Apr-18 Cate Elliott Nero 1-2 

29-Apr-18 Anna Saalmans Felix 1-2 

29-Apr-18 Joel Lewis-Hammond Fred 1-2 

29-Apr-18 Lauren Hunt Winston 1-2 

29-Apr-18 Peter Caldwell Gracie 1-2 

29-Apr-18 Sue Bilby Rusty 1-2 

29-Apr-18 Anne Norrie Leo 1-2 

29-Apr-18 Liza Coventry Basil 1-2 

  

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! 

Congratulations to all the handlers and dogs  who have passed into the next class. Keep 
up your regular training and you will be amazed at how quickly you will progress through 
the classes.  

If you experience difficulty with a particular exercise speak to your Instructor. They will 
be only too happy to assist you in overcoming the problem or they will direct you to 
someone who will be able to give you advice. 
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      SPOT THE DIFFERENCES (10) by Denise Gardner 



 

          Wild Dogs of Victoria  extracted from articles by Agriculture Victoria 

Wild dogs are one of the major invasive animals threatening private land assets in provincial 

Victoria. They are distributed throughout forested areas in eastern Victoria, and in the Big Desert 

Wilderness area in the north west of the state. This species is an established pest animal (feral or 

wild populations only) in the state of Victoria. 
 

 

 

  

   

Wild dogs are defined "feral dogs, dogs-run-wild, and dingo-dog hybrids (except for recognised 

canine breeds such as the Australian Cattle Dog or Queensland Heeler and the Australian 

Kelpie). These two sub-species of dog were introduced to Australia at different times in 

Australian history. The dingo was thought to have come to Australia 4000 years ago from Asia. 

Domestic dogs arrived with European settlers in 1788. Hybridisation of these two sub-species 

has lead to a smaller proportion of pure dingoes in Australia. Wild dogs are found in most 

environments in Australia. 

Distribution in Victoria 

 

Victoria has two main areas of wild dog activity. In the east of the state, wild dogs are present in 

the heavily timbered areas of the Eastern Highlands from the NSW border in the north and to 

the Healesville and Gembrook areas in the south. The north-west of the state has another 

population of wild dogs in the Big Desert region. 

 

Appearance 

 

Wild dogs can vary in their appearance depending on the breed of dog they descend from. Most 

wild dogs are short haired. Dingoes have distinctive short bristled tails and generally have a 

ginger coat with white points (on the ears, feet and tail). Dingoes can also have coats that are 

cream, black and tan or black and white. Black dingoes are not widespread in Australia. Other 

coat colours, such as sable, brindle, patchy ginger and white and patchy black and white 

indicate domestic or hybrid wild dogs.  

Wild dog dingo hybrids can appear very similar to pure dingoes and are often very hard to 

distinguish from dingoes on external appearance alone. Wild dogs can differ in size and weight. 

Dingoes average a weight of 16 kilograms, while hybrids or feral dogs usually weigh between 11 

to 24 kilograms. Wild dogs have been known to weigh up to 60 kilograms 
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Wild Dogs of Victoria continued   

Behaviour 

Generally wild dogs are most active at dawn and dusk however activity can occur day or night. 

The majority of this activity occurs within the wild dog's home range. Wild dogs are social 

animals and when conditions are favourable, can form packs which maintain distinct territories.  

The main function of forming a pack is to defend resources such as hunting areas. Pack 

territories may overlap somewhat with other adjoining packs of wild dogs. Pack members can 

cooperate to hunt large prey and take part in communal activities such as feeding and raising 

pups.  

Wild dog packs often form sub groups to operate within the group population. Individual wild 

dogs, that are not associated with a pack, tend to have a large range area that may cross over 

many different territories. These lone dogs may be dispersing from their birth group looking for 

new territories or a mate. 

Communication between wild dogs is often vocal as individuals are often separated. Howling is 

common to all types of wild dog, whether they be dingo, domestic or hybrids. There are three 

basic types of wild dog howl, with up to ten vocalisation variations that have been identified. 

Howls are used to locate other dogs, attract pack members and repel intruders. The howl sound 

travels over large distances, so can be heard by other wild dogs.  

As well as dispersal, breeding, lactation and social stability are all factors influencing the 

frequency of howling. Wild dogs that have descended from domestic dogs or hybrids are also 

capable of barking. Dingoes are unable to bark. When wild dogs come face to face, body posture 

and facial expressions are used to communicate. 

Scent marking is another form of communication between wild dogs and this is an effective 

means of interaction due to their highly developed sense of smell. The dogs will use chemical 

signals derived from their scent glands, urine and faeces. Dogs will repeatedly mark landmarks, 

odours and new objects with their scent and it is thought that this is to familiarise and reassure 

animals when they enter a strange or threatening situation. It has also been suggested that 

secondary functions of scent marking are to bring together the pack members and sexes as well 

as maintaining the pack's territory.  

 

Wild dogs use a range of hunting 

techniques both individually and in 

packs. The technique used by the 

dog depends on the prey, time and 

group size.  

 

Generally larger groups of dogs are 

more successful at hunting large 

kangaroos and livestock, while 

solitary dogs are more successful 

when hunting rabbits and small 

macropods. 
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 2018 
All Committee Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month, starting at 7.00 pm. 

All Instructors’ Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month, after classes are completed. 

10 June Queens Birthday Weekend – NO TRAINING  

24 June Obedience & Rally Trial – Broadmeadows Obedience Club*.  

7 & 8 July Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Geelong Obedience Club*.  

4 & 5 August State Obedience Trial & Obedience Dog of the Year – Dogs Victoria.  

26 August Entries close for Northern Obedience Trial.  

9 September Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Northern Obedience Club*.  

22 September Obedience Trial – Royal Melbourne Show.  

30 September Obedience & Rally Trial – Melton Obedience Club*.  

1 October 2019 membership renewals due.  

20 October Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Werribee Obedience Club*.  

28 October Obedience & Rally Trial – Macedon Ranges Obedience Club*.  

4 November Melbourne Cup Weekend – NO TRAINING  

4 November Applications close for end of year trophies.  

17 November Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Club*.  

18 November Obedience & Rally Trial – Northcote Obedience Club*.  

25 November Annual General Meeting and Trophy Presentation. (All Classes at 10:00am)  

2 December Last day of training. Last day to Renew Membership. 

2 December Obedience & Rally Trial – Croydon & District Obedience Dog Club 

9 December Christmas Break Up – Games Day for dogs and humans.  

3 Feb 2019 Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am. 

*Club sash donated 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

NODC HOWLER© PAGE 12 NODC HOWLER© PAGE 16 

MYSTERY SCHNAUZER  Denise Gardner 
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Class Exercises  

Puppies (8 weeks to 24 weeks) 
No exercises are tested for promotion to 
next class: 

 Socialisation with all puppies on lead; 

 Retrieve on the flat on lead; 

 Recall on lead; 

 Puppy push up 

 Heeling on a short lead; 

 Examination of Puppy; 

 Stays; 

 Games, Q&A Session. 

Class 2 
Exercises tested for promotion to next class: 

 All Class One exercises plus: 

 Heel slow pace; 

 Right turn; 

 Recall on lead dog to sit in front of the 
handler; 

 Stand Stay; 

 Stand for Examination (handler in front)  
(Food may be used as a lure.); 

 Drop from Sit (beside and in front of 
handler).  

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat (on lead); 

 Dog Introduction. 

Class 4 (Community Companion Dog) 
Exercises tested for promotion to next class: 

 All Class 3 exercises plus, 

 Heel on lead with lead in the left hand; 

 Small amount of heeling off lead; 

 All stays off lead (when dog is reliable, long 
lead if not) (Sit 1 minute Down 3 minutes); 

 Recall and return to dog. 

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat off lead; 

 Drop from the Stand position (handler in 
front of dog); 

 Finish to the recall; 

 Ring Craft. 

Class 1 
Exercises tested for promotion to  
next class: 

 Heel normal pace; 

 Sit; 

 Stand (alongside handler); 

 Right-about Turn; 

 Sit Stay (complete exercise); 

 Recall on lead (Dog does not have to sit) 

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat (on lead); 

 Drop. 

Class 3 
Exercises tested for promotion to next class: 

 All Class Two exercises plus: 

 Heel fast pace; 

 Heel in figure 8 including sits; 

 Automatic sit; 

 Drop while heeling; 

 Left turn and Left about turn. (both 
methods); 

 Stand for examination (handler in front.) 
(Food may be used only as a reward.); 

 All stays progressing to lead on ground  
(Sit 30 sec Down 1 minute) 

 Finish to recall on lead; 

 Recall off lead dog; dog to sit in front. 

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat on lead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 5 (Novice) 
Exercises tested for promotion to next 
class: 

 All Class Four exercises plus, 

 Heel free; 

 Recall off lead (complete exercise 12 
metres); 

 All stays off lead if reliable.  
(Sit 1 minute down 3 minutes); 

 Stand for examination off lead; 

 Retrieve on the flat. 

Other exercises to be taught but not 
tested: 

 Commence high & broad jumps; 

 Ring Craft. 
 

Class 6  
Full Open Program 
 
Class 7  
Full UD Program 
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

 

                                                                         Dr Peter Dapiran  
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 In Dallas, Texas, USA an emotional-support dog injured a girl while on a domestic US 

flight. The small child was trying to pat the dog. The dog lunged and scraped her 

forehead. The incident is one of a string of such incidents with support animals that is 

causing airlines to review policies. 

 

 Looking for a partner? Forget dating websites. Buy a dog - but of course you know that 

already. Walk with a dog or go to a dog park to strike up instant conversations. People 

with dogs are perceived as happier, more approachable, more empathetic, safer. A 

man with a dog is seen as more nurturing, care-giving, committing, and signals that the 

man would be a good friend and good parent. The odds also increase that she’ll give 

him her phone number. So some research says. 

 

 The family pet dog is responsible for 84% of dog bites. And dog bites are under-

reported. And the refrain is all too often, “but it is a gentle dog”. Three-year-old Charlie 

hopped on the gentle family dog while it was asleep. The startled dog took a bite out of 

Charlie’s face, miraculously avoiding brain damage. It was a single bite by a frightened 

dog doing what a frightened dog does. The dog was put down. Supervision would have 

avoided all the trauma. 

 

 Therapy dogs play an important role in the lives of many people with cancer, dementia, 

and post-traumatic stress disorder. But what do the dogs think about their job? A recent 

study of therapy dogs in paediatric cancer wards suggests that the dogs enjoy their 

work too, showing little signs of stress. Added validity of the research comes from the 

fact that 26 dogs across five hospitals in the USA were involved in the study. 

 

 Another study has shown that dogs getting human attention produce a wider range of 

facial expressions. It is surmised that this is learned behaviour from thousands of years 

of evolution to allow dogs to communicate better with humans 

 

 It is guessed that India has 30 million stray dogs. More than 20,000 people die of 

rabies each year. India accounts for more than 35% of human rabies deaths in the 

world. Mumbai officials have discovered that more people have died from dog bites in 

20 years than were killed in the city’s two terror attacks. 

 

 The American Chemical Society has found that many households can claim at least one 

four-legged friend as part of the family, but pets that primarily stay indoors can have 

increased rates of diseases, such as diabetes, kidney diseases and hypothyroidism 

compared with those that stay exclusively outside. Some scientists propose that 

chemical substances in the home could contribute to these illnesses. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Kepala Pet Resort, situated in tranquil countryside, provides five star luxury 

accommodations, including large grassed areas where your dog can play safely.  

Kepala Pet Resort is operated by Kevin and Pauline Lacy, family and staff. 

Visit our website for more information: http://www.kepala.com.au/ 

We invite you to visit and view our complex prior to making a booking. 

Address: 55 Edwards Rd, Diggers Rest, Victoria 3427 | Phone: (03) 9740 1272 

 

In Memorium 
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Reene Hayman (Life 

Member), recently passed 

away.  

 

Reene and her husband, 

Alan, were granted Life 

Membership in 1971. 

                            

Robert William 

Rhodes  
Robert passed away on 

14 March 2018. He was a 

friend to many and will be 

sorely missed. 

NODC is sad to record the passing of these former 

members who contributed much to the Club. 

 

http://www.kepala.com.au/
http://www.kepala.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Obedience  

Dog Club is a  

non-profit organisation  

staffed by volunteers  

dedicated to promoting the  

training and understanding of the dog,  

so that it can be accepted as a true 

companion in our urban society. 

The Club trains people to train their dogs 

to be obedient, companionable and 

useful. The club provides you with the 

opportunity to train your dog, and the 

fact that our club and others like us exist, 

show how much interest in dog training 

as a hobby has increased. Training for 

most people can be a hobby that is 

enjoyed by both dog and owner. 

See our website for more details. 

 

 
Helping YOU train your dog! 

Northern Obedience Dog Club 

 

Looking for photos and updates?  

LIKE us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/Northern

ObedienceDogClub  
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http://www.facebook.com/NorthernObedienceDogClub

