
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

NOTICES  

2 December  

Last day of training. Last 

day to Renew 

Membership  

 

2 December  

Obedience & Rally Trial ð 

Croydon & District 

Obedience Dog Club  

 

9 December  

Christmas Break Up ð 

Games Day for dogs and 

humans.  

 

3 Feb 2019 

Classes recommence.  

Summer training times 

9:00 am ð 11:00 am.  
 

 

 

 

Established 1954  

Affiliated with the 

Victorian Canine 

Association  

 

Northern Obedience Dog Club Inc. Patron: The Mayor of Moonee Valley 

NOTE:  The Committee of NODC Inc. and the editor of the Howler reserve the right to 
edit all copy including advertising.  The opinions expressed in articles published in the 
Howler are not necessarily those of the Committee or the Editor.  The Club assumes no 
responsibility for false or misleading claims made in copy submitted to this newsletter. 

Proudly sponsored by  

Strathmore  

Community Bank®  

Branch 
 

 

Classes Times 
Sunday  10am -10:50am  

Puppies, Classes 

Foundation , 2, 4  

Sunday  11:10am -12pm  

Classes 1, 3, 5-7 

Wednesday  7pm -8pm  

All classes; no Puppies  

From Australian Dog Lover 

http://northernobedience.com.au/
http://northernobedience.com.au/activity-calendar/4583267220
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore
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Barbara Van Meurs 

 Denise Gardner 

 Glenys Barnes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Editor                  Barbara Van  Meurs 

Best wishes for a happy Christmas and New Year. Before that however 

the Club has its Christmas break up party on 9 December.  

 

I am told that more than one Member has been working already for 

quite a while on her dogõs outfit for the competition, which is among 

those listed on page 15. I however am hoping not to disgrace my dog 

this year in the Simon Says event. Other more athletic events will be 

held as well as a free BBQ. As usual good fun will be had by all. 

President 
Leo Carroll 

Vice President 

Secretary 
Glenys Barnes 

Treasurer 

  Glenys Barnes 

General Committee 
Helen Chapman 
Janelle Dang 
Joanne Carroll 
Judith Hillyear 
Kirti Bhatt 
Nancy Evans 

Training Sub-
committee 

Frances Hammer 
Peter Dapiran 
Roger White 

Volunteers 
Ray OôShannessy 
Barbara Van Meurs 
Elaine Templeton   
 
 
___________ 

Presidentõs Podium                   Leo Carroll  

This is because the Club continues to be an affordable option for 

people wanting to train their dogs. This however is not sustainable 

in the longer term and we have seen other clubs put a cap on 

memberships simply because they donõt have the instructors to cope. 

 

Those who stay around are reluctant to put their hands up to instruct 

because they believe it limits their ability to train their own dogs.  The 

irony is that  the reason instructors have limited ability to train their 

own dogs is because there are not enough instructors.  The more 

instructors we have the more we can spread the work load. 

 

In recent times we have reduced the use of the puppy play equipment 

because it is difficult to set up and put away.  We are currently looking 

at other alternatives, like lighter equipment, but all of this is geared 

around reducing the work load on the same people who do it week in 

week out.   

 

Unlike dog trainers who are set up as a business entity the Club is a not 

for profit organisation that belongs to the Members.  Ultimately the 

Members will only be able to utilise the the services that the Club 

provides.  If Members do not actively participate in the administrative 

and manual labor duties needed the Club will have to reduce services. 

 

Having said that, if people are willing to get more involved, then there 

is so much more that the Club can offer.   
 

 

Howler Editorial        

Committee        

Write or contribute an 
article, story, photo, 

comic, joke, idea, etc. to 
the Howler!  

All we need is your 
Name & your Source! 

October is the time for membership 

renewals so it is time to update your 

memberships if you havenõt already done so.  

 

The Club continues to grow with membership 

numbers up from last year.  We know that 

the Members tend to be transient by nature 

with a large number joining for 6-12 months.   
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PROFILE OF ELAINE TEMPLETON ð VOLUNTEER and  

                                                     (FAIRLY) NEW MEMBER  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

REMINDERS 
Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between 

classes, unless asked to remove it by your class instructor.  

Remember to adhere to Club Rules and listen to the 

instructors. 

While you are at the Club you are responsible for you and your 

dogõs actions. Ensure there is sufficient space between each 

dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or make 

another dog feel uncomfortable. 

 2018 Class ES  
Classes for  2018 are on Standard 
time and start at 10am for Puppy 
& ñEven numbered classesò, and 

11am for ñOdd numbered 

classesò.    
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The following is Elaineõs account of the emotional support she gained from her association with some 

Club dogs. 

 

òLike many people, last week I renewed my membership with NODC, that's not unusual except that I donõt 

have a dog! I previously owned a much loved German Shepherd called Jeremy who passed on, but due to 

personal circumstances, I am not currently able to adopt a dog right now.  

 

As Glyn's friend I have however been lucky enough to get to know her adorable pooch. I get to pet, hug, 

kiss, walk and play with Gracie. 

 

Glyn was aware my partner had a terminal illness and that it was going to be a long and difficult journey 

for me. Knowing how much I adore dogs, she approached the Club and asked the Club if I could come to 

help and take my mind off things for a few hours a week. When I was at the Club, it was like a form of 

therapy. 

 

It's hard to feel sad when surrounded by dogs of all shapes and sizes going about their training with their 

doting humans. I got to pat, stroke, hug and walk dogs with their owners. I met people who welcomed me 

and I feel very grateful for this. There is such a positive attitude at the Club and I take my hat off to all the 

members who selflessly devote their time and share their expertise to make it all happen.  

 

(A big thank you to Snowy, Meggsy, Shadow, Roxy, Jack, Mimi, Yogi, Gracie and their respective humans 

for lots of great walks)ó 

 

Elaine is a relatively new member of NODC and has detailed 

her reasons for joining below. This was written by her in 

support of the article in this issue (Paws for Thought) by Glyn 

Burnup concerning the benefits of relationships with dogs. 

 

She lived as a child in South Australia where her family owned 

a wide variety of pets.  

 

When she came to Melbourne she was employed as a teacher 

of English and Humanities as well as playing a mentoring role 

to students. She is now retired and regularly does volunteer 

work doing one of her favourite things, cooking! in the kitchen 

of the Pantry, a food rescue centre in Tullamarine. She has 

always been a keen cook and caterer and concentrates on this 

hobby for friends and their friendsõ events. NODC is extremely 

fortunate to have the benefit of her skills. 

 

 

ò 
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ - QUESTIONS 

1.    Dogs have different blood groups but what is the difference between human & dog 

   transfusions? 

2.    When was the first canned dog food manufactured? 

3.    When and where was the first Vet school established? 

4.    Statistically what breed of dog should a single person, looking for love, purchase? 

5.    Bill Shorten (former club member) owns what type of dog? How about the US President? 

6.    According to Irish tradition ð what do Corgis transport? 

7.    Who and what is special about Barbieõs dog? 

8.    What is another name for the Papua New Guinea Singing Dog? 

9.    How many muscles are needed to move your dogõs ears? 

10.    Where are his sweat glands? 

11.    What is a grumble? 

12.    How old was Bluey (the Australian Cattle Dog) when he passed away? 

13.    What happened to lamp posts in Croatia? 

14.    Apart from the obvious, why donõt you ever kick a dog? 

15.    In Iran you cannot own a dog unlesséé. 

16.    Teaching a new trick? Do you  

  (a) use a hand signal then a voice  

  (b) voice then hand signal  

  (c) both together? 

17.    What do the following American breeds have in common? Blue Lacey, Great Dane, Chinook, 

   Catahoula Leopard Dog, Plott Hound and Golden Retriever (yes they are genuine breeds) 

18.    What brand does the Old English Sheepdog represent? 

19.    What are Pips? 

20.    Who owned Snoopy, Snowy, Rin Tin Tin, Fred Bassett and The Dog? 

21.    The Norwegian Puffin Dog is so named because  

   (a) he is black and white like a Puffin  

   (b) he was used to hunt Puffins  

   (c) his unusual bark is similar to a Puffin in flight or  

   (d) like Puffins he is able to climb steep cliffs? 

22.    Who or what is a Blep? 

23.    According to the Royal Canin Dog Encyclopedia how many breeds of terrier are there? Name 

  10 of them. 

24.    Again using the Royal Canin Dog Encyclopedia name a dog breed for each letter of the  

   alphabet e.g. A is for Airdale etc. 

25.    Speaking of obscure dogs please describe either  

   (a) a Mudi  

   (b) a Tosa or  

   (c) a Puli 

26.    Where and what is the Canidrome? 

27.    Where and what is Barryland? 

28.    Match the Instructor with their dogs and breed -   

   Leo,   Karma    Poodles  

   Roger,  Wilbur  and Gertie  Border Collie (farm dog)  

   Frances,   Clancy    NSDTR (Toller) 

   Glenys,   Riva    Vizsla 

   Denise.   Jake and Holly  Great Danes    

                     Prepared by Denise Gardner 



 

  

1.  Their first transfusion can be of any blood group but the second must match their own. 

2.  Horse meat was first canned for dogs in the 1920õs. 

3.  In 1764 in Lyons, France. 

4.  A Golden Retriever. The least likely to bring success to the lovelorn would be a Pitbull. 

Here are the top five breeds according to Council registrations 

Australia                                 UK    USA   New Zealand 

Labrador                                 Labrador   Labrador  Labrador 

Staffie               Cocker Spaniel  German Shepherd Huntaway* 

French Bulldog  Springer Spaniel  Golden Retriever Border collie* 

German Shepherd  German Shepherd  Bulldog  Heading Dog* 

Border Collie   Staffie    Beagle   Jack Russell 

* specialist sheepdogs 

     5. Theodore, a British Bulldog accompanied Mr Shorten. Mr Trump however is the first US  

            President unaccompanied by a canine companion. 

     6.    Fairies. 

     7.    Tanner is a Labrador. He requires Barbie to use a shovel to clean up after him. 

     8.    The PNG Tree Climbing Dog. 

     9.    Assuming your dog has 2 ears ð at least 36 muscles. 

     10.  Between his paw pads. 

     11.  A group of Pugs. 

     12.  Bluey was 29 years and 5 monthsé.    A world record. 

     13.  They started to topple over due to the rust caused by dogs marking their turf. 

     14.  He can move 10 times quicker than you. 

     15.  He is a guard or hunting dog. 

     16.  Voice and hands together (c). 

     17.  They are all official American State dogs. They represent Texas, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire,  

             Louisianna, North Carolina and Delaware. (who says you donõt learn anything at NODC) 

     18.  Dulux Paint. 

     19.  Eye brownish markings. (have a look at the Kelpie) 

     20.  Charlie Brown, Tin Tin, Rusty and Fredõs owners are never given names, and Wal from Footrot 

         Flats. 

     21.  He is a bird hunting dog (b). 

     22.  Blep is the tiny poking out of your dogõs tongue. Cute. 

     23.  34 

  Airedale, Bedlington, Border, Fox, Glen of Imaal, Soft coated Wheaten, Irish, German Hunt, 

  Kerry Blue, Lakeland, Manchester, Brazilian, Jack Russell, Welsh, Australian, Cairn, Dandie 

  Dinmont, Norfolk, Norwich, Scottish, Sealyham Skye, Japanese, Czesky, West Highland White, 

  American Staffordshire, Bull, Staffordshire Bull, Silky, Toy Manchester and Yorkshire. 

     24.  Only Q and U are not represented but you would have to be incredibly knowledgeable to know 

  The X is for Xolo, the Mexican hairless dog, and Z is for Zweg, a Dachshund. 

     25.  A Hungarian Spitz, a 40+ kilo Japanese fighting dog, and dreadlock wearing herder, guarder 

  Hunter or pet. 

     26.  The now abandoned Grehound track at Macau. 

     27.  Barryland is a museum and activity centre in Switzerland devoted to the most famous 

  Saint Bernard, Barry. 

     28.  Frances has Great Danes, Wilbur and Gertie. Leo has Riva a NSDTR. Roger has a Visla named 

             Karma.  Glenys has Poodles, Jacques and Holly. Denise owns a Border Collie named Clancy.  

 

On the topic of Denise, she is adamant that as far as she knows all of these answers are correct and 

she does not want to discuss any other opinions!   Thanks for the efforts Denise! 
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ANSWERS 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Written by Glyn Burnup assisted by 
Cheryl Yeoh            

 
 

 

 
ASSISTANCE DOGS 
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Here we are again! Summer is soon upon us and another year almost at an end. I hope your dog year 

has been fun and you have learnt much in the secret world of dogs.  

 

Heat and Dogs 

 

If this is your first dog, I would like to just remind you of the effect of heat on dogs. Unlike humans, they 

cannot operate the remote to turn on the air-con or to turn the cold water tap on. They look to us to 

protect them from the heat and to ensure there is plenty of water nearby.  

 

You all know how quickly a vulnerable 

human or dog can suffer serious injuries if 

left in a car or out in direct sunlight, so be 

proactive in providing a safe place for your 

dog. Make sure they have SHADE and lots 

of WATER.  

 

Remember that on a 21°C day (thatõs 

beautiful autumn weather) a car (even 

with windows cracked open) can heat up 

to 32°C in 10 minutes. Imagine on a 

summer day when temperatures go up to 

30ÁCéé 
 
If you jog or cycle with your pooch, think 

carefully about the damage you might be 

doing as your dog will not refuse to goéé.  

 é. They just want to please you without regard to their own health and lives. 

 

Assistance Dogs 

 
I was reading a newspaper a few weeks ago and came across an article which I found very moving. It 

was a story of how a personõs life had been changed for the better by the companionship of a trained 

service dog from Assistance Dogs Australia. We also have Elaine, a NODC member, sharing her story of 

how dogs have helped her, detailed in her Profile on Page 3.  

 

We are very used, in our society, to seeing dogs as Seeing Eye Dogs, Customs Dogs, Disaster Rescue 

Dogs, but we are now beginning to be more open to Therapy and Companion dogs in a much broader 

way.  

 

A Google search told me that about 20,000 Australians enjoy a visit from a therapy dog each week and it 

is quite clear that even an untrained dog can pick up on very subtle signals from their handler and other 

family members.  

 

In the aftermath of a terrible day at work/school who has not felt the calming effect of sitting with a dog 

and running your hand down their back or touching their beautiful silken ears? Sometimes a sudden lick 

from them can turn sobs into laughter!  

 

With the recent explosion in the use of these dogs, I have been asked how someone can become 

involved in training their pet to be part of this rewarding activity.  

 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
continued 
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We are all familiar with the fostering of a Seeing Eye 

puppy for the first 12 months and then handing it 

back, but that is very different from preparing your 

own dog to go into schools to help children read (a 

Book Dog) or visiting an Age Care Facility to give joy to 

a dementia patient.  

 

You are already at Step One as you are a member of a 

dog club and are working on socialising pup and 

helping them learn good manners. 

 

Step Two is research. Dogs Victoria 

www.dogsvictoria.org.au and Delta Society Australia 

https://deltainstitute.edu.au are two well-known 

places to start your search. I also found 

www.minddog.org.au interesting and full of 

information.  

 

Generally, your dog must pass the Public Access Test 

(PAT) before it can be accredited and of course there 

are costs associated with all and any testing and 

certification of your dog.  

 

I found the PAT online too. These are merely 

suggestions to get you started, so please do your own 

research and due diligence before committing to this 

life-changing cause.  

 

   Even Chihuahua dogs can be Service Dogs!  

 

 

The cost of a fully trained dog from an organisation 

is anywhere between $25,000 and $35,000 per 

animal and most of that comes from donations.  

 

With the festive season zooming up, someone may 

ask you what you would like as a giftéé maybe 

one of the many groups who train and supply one 

of these amazing dogs could be the beneficiary of 

a small donation, rather than another well-meant 

gift which goes in the back of the cupboard.  

 

It is also a good way to teach the younger 

members of the household that we can spread the 

love and know a puppy will soon go out into the 

world to help someone feel safe or to sleep well at 

night. 

I hope you have a relaxed and enjoyable summer break and I look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 

 

Best wishes 

Glyn Burnup and Gracie 

 

 



 

WHO AM IW  
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WHO AM I?  - by Denise Gardner 

Brandy was the owner of the dog world's longest 
tongue at 43cm or 17 inches. 
 
About the 10th most popular breed in the world.  
 
At 30 kgs the boys are certainly a lot of bouncy 
energy. 
 
The November 1947 issue of 'Life' magazine featured 
a cover story on us. Our short fur must never be 
black.  
     
Famous owners have included: Emily Bronte, Kim 
Kardashian, Spencer Tracey, Elvis & Pablo Picasso 
so we appeal to a broad range of admirers. 
     
Originally we were known as the Bullenbeisser.  
 
We were boar & bear hunters before moving into 
guide, police and therapy work and we worked as 
couriers during the first World War. While we continue 
these employments we now also feature on many 
comfortable couches.  
      
If we are white we are sometimes deaf. 
     
Our tails are no longer docked bringing great joy to 
our rowdy, goofy, boxery selves. 
 
We are Boxers. 
 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE  -   Denise Gardner 

 

12 Changes 


