Northern Obedience Dog Club Inc.
Established 1954

Proudly sponsored by

Affiliated with the
Victorian Canine
Association

Strathmore
Community Bank®
Branch

Classes Times

Sunday 10am-10:50am
Puppies, Classes
Foundation , 2, 4

Patron: The Mayor of Moonee Valley

Sunday 11:10am-12pm
Classes 1, 3, 5-7
Wednesday 7pm-8pm
All classes; no Puppies

NOTICES
2 December
Last day of training. Last
day to Renew
Membership
2 December
Obedience & Rally Trial –
Croydon & District
Obedience Dog Club
9 December
Christmas Break Up –
Games Day for dogs and
humans.
3 Feb 2019
Classes recommence.
Summer training times
9:00 am – 11:00 am.

From Australian Dog Lover

NOTE: The Committee of NODC Inc. and the editor of the Howler reserve the right to
edit all copy including advertising. The opinions expressed in articles published in the
Howler are not necessarily those of the Committee or the Editor. The Club assumes no
responsibility for false or misleading claims made in copy submitted to this newsletter.
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Frances Hammer
Peter Dapiran
Roger White
Volunteers
Ray O’Shannessy
Barbara Van Meurs
Elaine Templeton
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Editorial
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Barbara Van Meurs
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From the Editor

Barbara Van Meurs
Best wishes for a happy Christmas and New Year. Before that however
the Club has its Christmas break up party on 9 December.
I am told that more than one Member has been working already for
quite a while on her dog’s outfit for the competition, which is among
those listed on page 15. I however am hoping not to disgrace my dog
this year in the Simon Says event. Other more athletic events will be
held as well as a free BBQ. As usual good fun will be had by all.

President’s Podium

Leo Carroll

October is the time for membership
renewals so it is time to update your
memberships if you haven’t already done so.
The Club continues to grow with membership
numbers up from last year. We know that
the Members tend to be transient by nature
with a large number joining for 6-12 months.
This is because the Club continues to be an affordable option for
people wanting to train their dogs. This however is not sustainable
in the longer term and we have seen other clubs put a cap on
memberships simply because they don’t have the instructors to cope.
Those who stay around are reluctant to put their hands up to instruct
because they believe it limits their ability to train their own dogs. The
irony is that the reason instructors have limited ability to train their
own dogs is because there are not enough instructors. The more
instructors we have the more we can spread the work load.
In recent times we have reduced the use of the puppy play equipment
because it is difficult to set up and put away. We are currently looking
at other alternatives, like lighter equipment, but all of this is geared
around reducing the work load on the same people who do it week in
week out.
Unlike dog trainers who are set up as a business entity the Club is a not
for profit organisation that belongs to the Members. Ultimately the
Members will only be able to utilise the the services that the Club
provides. If Members do not actively participate in the administrative
and manual labor duties needed the Club will have to reduce services.
Having said that, if people are willing to get more involved, then there
is so much more that the Club can offer.

Write or contribute an
article, story, photo,
comic, joke, idea, etc. to
the Howler!
All we need is your
Name & your Source!
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PROFILE OF ELAINE TEMPLETON – VOLUNTEER and
(FAIRLY) NEW MEMBER
Elaine is a relatively new member of NODC and has detailed
her reasons for joining below. This was written by her in
support of the article in this issue (Paws for Thought) by Glyn
Burnup concerning the benefits of relationships with dogs.
She lived as a child in South Australia where her family owned
a wide variety of pets.
When she came to Melbourne she was employed as a teacher
of English and Humanities as well as playing a mentoring role
to students. She is now retired and regularly does volunteer
work doing one of her favourite things, cooking! in the kitchen
of the Pantry, a food rescue centre in Tullamarine. She has
always been a keen cook and caterer and concentrates on this
hobby for friends and their friends’ events. NODC is extremely
fortunate to have the benefit of her skills.
The following is Elaine’s account of the emotional support she gained from her association with some
Club dogs.
“
“Like many people, last week I renewed my membership with NODC, that's not unusual except that I don’t
have a dog! I previously owned a much loved German Shepherd called Jeremy who passed on, but due to
personal circumstances, I am not currently able to adopt a dog right now.
As Glyn's friend I have however been lucky enough to get to know her adorable pooch. I get to pet, hug,
kiss, walk and play with Gracie.
Glyn was aware my partner had a terminal illness and that it was going to be a long and difficult journey
for me. Knowing how much I adore dogs, she approached the Club and asked the Club if I could come to
help and take my mind off things for a few hours a week. When I was at the Club, it was like a form of
therapy.
It's hard to feel sad when surrounded by dogs of all shapes and sizes going about their training with their
doting humans. I got to pat, stroke, hug and walk dogs with their owners. I met people who welcomed me
and I feel very grateful for this. There is such a positive attitude at the Club and I take my hat off to all the
members who selflessly devote their time and share their expertise to make it all happen.
(A big thank you to Snowy, Meggsy, Shadow, Roxy, Jack, Mimi, Yogi, Gracie and their respective humans
for lots of great walks)”

REMINDERS
Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between
classes, unless asked to remove it by your class instructor.
Remember to adhere to Club Rules and listen to the
instructors.
While you are at the Club you are responsible for you and your
dog’s actions. Ensure there is sufficient space between each
dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or make
another dog feel uncomfortable.

2018 ClassES

Classes for 2018 are on Standard
time and start at 10am for Puppy
& “Even numbered classes”, and
11am for “Odd numbered
classes”.
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ - QUESTIONS
Prepared by Denise Gardner

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.
28.

Dogs have different blood groups but what is the difference between human & dog
transfusions?
When was the first canned dog food manufactured?
When and where was the first Vet school established?
Statistically what breed of dog should a single person, looking for love, purchase?
Bill Shorten (former club member) owns what type of dog? How about the US President?
According to Irish tradition – what do Corgis transport?
Who and what is special about Barbie’s dog?
What is another name for the Papua New Guinea Singing Dog?
How many muscles are needed to move your dog’s ears?
Where are his sweat glands?
What is a grumble?
How old was Bluey (the Australian Cattle Dog) when he passed away?
What happened to lamp posts in Croatia?
Apart from the obvious, why don’t you ever kick a dog?
In Iran you cannot own a dog unless…….
Teaching a new trick? Do you
(a) use a hand signal then a voice
(b) voice then hand signal
(c) both together?
What do the following American breeds have in common? Blue Lacey, Great Dane, Chinook,
Catahoula Leopard Dog, Plott Hound and Golden Retriever (yes they are genuine breeds)
What brand does the Old English Sheepdog represent?
What are Pips?
Who owned Snoopy, Snowy, Rin Tin Tin, Fred Bassett and The Dog?
The Norwegian Puffin Dog is so named because
(a) he is black and white like a Puffin
(b) he was used to hunt Puffins
(c) his unusual bark is similar to a Puffin in flight or
(d) like Puffins he is able to climb steep cliffs?
Who or what is a Blep?
According to the Royal Canin Dog Encyclopedia how many breeds of terrier are there? Name
10 of them.
Again using the Royal Canin Dog Encyclopedia name a dog breed for each letter of the
alphabet e.g. A is for Airdale etc.
Speaking of obscure dogs please describe either
(a) a Mudi
(b) a Tosa or
(c) a Puli
Where and what is the Canidrome?
Where and what is Barryland?
Match the Instructor with their dogs and breed Leo,
Karma
Poodles
Roger,
Wilbur and Gertie
Border Collie (farm dog)
Frances,
Clancy
NSDTR (Toller)
Glenys,
Riva
Vizsla
Denise.
Jake and Holly
Great Danes
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ANSWERS
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Their first transfusion can be of any blood group but the second must match their own.
Horse meat was first canned for dogs in the 1920’s.
In 1764 in Lyons, France.
A Golden Retriever. The least likely to bring success to the lovelorn would be a Pitbull.
Here are the top five breeds according to Council registrations
Australia
UK
USA
New Zealand
Labrador
Labrador
Labrador
Labrador
Staffie
Cocker Spaniel
German Shepherd Huntaway*
French Bulldog
Springer Spaniel
Golden Retriever
Border collie*
German Shepherd
German Shepherd
Bulldog
Heading Dog*
Border Collie
Staffie
Beagle
Jack Russell
*specialist sheepdogs
Theodore, a British Bulldog accompanied Mr Shorten. Mr Trump however is the first US
President unaccompanied by a canine companion.
Fairies.
Tanner is a Labrador. He requires Barbie to use a shovel to clean up after him.
The PNG Tree Climbing Dog.
Assuming your dog has 2 ears – at least 36 muscles.
Between his paw pads.
A group of Pugs.
Bluey was 29 years and 5 months…. A world record.
They started to topple over due to the rust caused by dogs marking their turf.
He can move 10 times quicker than you.
He is a guard or hunting dog.
Voice and hands together (c).
They are all official American State dogs. They represent Texas, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire,
Louisianna, North Carolina and Delaware. (who says you don’t learn anything at NODC)
Dulux Paint.
Eye brownish markings. (have a look at the Kelpie)
Charlie Brown, Tin Tin, Rusty and Fred’s owners are never given names, and Wal from Footrot
Flats.
He is a bird hunting dog (b).
Blep is the tiny poking out of your dog’s tongue. Cute.
34
Airedale, Bedlington, Border, Fox, Glen of Imaal, Soft coated Wheaten, Irish, German Hunt,
Kerry Blue, Lakeland, Manchester, Brazilian, Jack Russell, Welsh, Australian, Cairn, Dandie
Dinmont, Norfolk, Norwich, Scottish, Sealyham Skye, Japanese, Czesky, West Highland White,
American Staffordshire, Bull, Staffordshire Bull, Silky, Toy Manchester and Yorkshire.
Only Q and U are not represented but you would have to be incredibly knowledgeable to know
The X is for Xolo, the Mexican hairless dog, and Z is for Zweg, a Dachshund.
A Hungarian Spitz, a 40+ kilo Japanese fighting dog, and dreadlock wearing herder, guarder
Hunter or pet.
The now abandoned Grehound track at Macau.
Barryland is a museum and activity centre in Switzerland devoted to the most famous
Saint Bernard, Barry.
Frances has Great Danes, Wilbur and Gertie. Leo has Riva a NSDTR. Roger has a Visla named
Karma. Glenys has Poodles, Jacques and Holly. Denise owns a Border Collie named Clancy.

On the topic of Denise, she is adamant that as far as she knows all of these answers are correct and
she does not want to discuss any other opinions! Thanks for the efforts Denise!
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Written by Glyn Burnup assisted by
Cheryl Yeoh

ASSISTANCE DOGS
Here we are again! Summer is soon upon us and another year almost at an end. I hope your dog year
has been fun and you have learnt much in the secret world of dogs.
Heat and Dogs
If this is your first dog, I would like to just remind you of the effect of heat on dogs. Unlike humans, they
cannot operate the remote to turn on the air-con or to turn the cold water tap on. They look to us to
protect them from the heat and to ensure there is plenty of water nearby.
You all know how quickly a vulnerable
human or dog can suffer serious injuries if
left in a car or out in direct sunlight, so be
proactive in providing a safe place for your
dog. Make sure they have SHADE and lots
of WATER.
Remember that on a 21°C day (that’s
beautiful autumn weather) a car (even
with windows cracked open) can heat up
to 32°C in 10 minutes. Imagine on a
summer day when temperatures go up to
30°C……
If you jog or cycle with your pooch, think
carefully about the damage you might be
doing as your dog will not refuse to go…….
…. They just want to please you without regard to their own health and lives.
Assistance Dogs
I was reading a newspaper a few weeks ago and came across an article which I found very moving. It
was a story of how a person’s life had been changed for the better by the companionship of a trained
service dog from Assistance Dogs Australia. We also have Elaine, a NODC member, sharing her story of
how dogs have helped her, detailed in her Profile on Page 3.
We are very used, in our society, to seeing dogs as Seeing Eye Dogs, Customs Dogs, Disaster Rescue
Dogs, but we are now beginning to be more open to Therapy and Companion dogs in a much broader
way.
A Google search told me that about 20,000 Australians enjoy a visit from a therapy dog each week and it
is quite clear that even an untrained dog can pick up on very subtle signals from their handler and other
family members.
In the aftermath of a terrible day at work/school who has not felt the calming effect of sitting with a dog
and running your hand down their back or touching their beautiful silken ears? Sometimes a sudden lick
from them can turn sobs into laughter!
With the recent explosion in the use of these dogs, I have been asked how someone can become
involved in training their pet to be part of this rewarding activity.
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continued

We are all familiar with the fostering of a Seeing Eye
puppy for the first 12 months and then handing it
back, but that is very different from preparing your
own dog to go into schools to help children read (a
Book Dog) or visiting an Age Care Facility to give joy to
a dementia patient.
You are already at Step One as you are a member of a
dog club and are working on socialising pup and
helping them learn good manners.
Step Two is research. Dogs Victoria
www.dogsvictoria.org.au and Delta Society Australia
https://deltainstitute.edu.au are two well-known
places to start your search. I also found
www.minddog.org.au interesting and full of
information.
Generally, your dog must pass the Public Access Test
(PAT) before it can be accredited and of course there
are costs associated with all and any testing and
certification of your dog.
I found the PAT online too. These are merely
suggestions to get you started, so please do your own
research and due diligence before committing to this
life-changing cause.

Even Chihuahua dogs can be Service Dogs!

The cost of a fully trained dog from an organisation
is anywhere between $25,000 and $35,000 per
animal and most of that comes from donations.
With the festive season zooming up, someone may
ask you what you would like as a gift…… maybe
one of the many groups who train and supply one
of these amazing dogs could be the beneficiary of
a small donation, rather than another well-meant
gift which goes in the back of the cupboard.
It is also a good way to teach the younger
members of the household that we can spread the
love and know a puppy will soon go out into the
world to help someone feel safe or to sleep well at
night.
I hope you have a relaxed and enjoyable summer break and I look forward to seeing you in the New Year.
Best wishes
Glyn Burnup and Gracie
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WHO AM IW

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

-

Denise Gardner

12 Changes
WHO AM I? - by Denise Gardner
Brandy was the owner of the dog world's longest
tongue at 43cm or 17 inches.
About the 10th most popular breed in the world.
At 30 kgs the boys are certainly a lot of bouncy
energy.
The November 1947 issue of 'Life' magazine featured
a cover story on us. Our short fur must never be
black.
Famous owners have included: Emily Bronte, Kim
Kardashian, Spencer Tracey, Elvis & Pablo Picasso
so we appeal to a broad range of admirers.
Originally we were known as the Bullenbeisser.
We were boar & bear hunters before moving into
guide, police and therapy work and we worked as
couriers during the first World War. While we continue
these employments we now also feature on many
comfortable couches.
If we are white we are sometimes deaf.
Our tails are no longer docked bringing great joy to
our rowdy, goofy, boxery selves.
We are Boxers.
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CLUB DOGS WEARING SPACE JACKETS

Eric: As a 14 year old
Nova Scotia Duck
Tolling Retriever I bit a
sausage which turned
into a snake. I was
bitten, Oops! My
eyesight has not
recovered

Tammy: I love people
but when another dog
races up to me I must
join in. This can get
out of hand.

Heidi: Other unfamiliar
dogs simply want to
race up to me. While
they think they are
being friendly I find it
scary and at times I
over react.

Molly: My owners think
that I am an over excitable
puppy and that wearing a
Space jacket will help me
concentrate on learning in
class.

Members can often see dogs in
training wearing Club supplied
“Space” jackets. This means that
that particular dog will potentially
be unhappy if another dog or
person invades its space.

Henri: I am little and am very nervous
around around people and bigger
dogs. My jacket will hopefully give me
a chance to gain confidence.

To try to clarify why this is
necessary we have interviewed
several of such Club dogs to
explain their reasons.
Basically they all say that their
owners cannot guarantee that their
dog will not react negatively if
stressed by unwanted approaches.
Please respect these dogs right to
not be bothered in the Club
grounds.

Tip: I am a mature aged dog
with fairly severe arthritis. I
need my Space jacket to stop
people allowing their dogs too
near me. The jacket allows me
to relax.

Courtesy of Denise Gardner
Gardner

Rosie: I am a former race winning greyhound adopted
through the GAP program. I am shy and nice to
humans but still adjusting to other dogs coming up to
me.

Shadow: I take my yellow space jacket very seriously
and so should you. I get very stressed when people
and dogs come near me and I can look very fierce.
The jacket (& Tom) are helping me to get back on
track to being a good canine citizen
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Name

Dog name

Breed

Noel Smyth
Kirri-Mae Sampson
Louisa Howe
Antonio (Tony) Fioillo
Rana Mitra
Shaun Campbell
Alexander Lygnos
Andrew Bagnato
Laura Thompson
Yuvras (Raj) Khanna
Richard Stellini
Sam Brooks
Kathryn Fraser
Kayla Tacken
Ruth Braden
Tory Osborn
Ailsa Finlayson
Holly Bailey-Tait
Megan Keage
Bilal Haider
Zoe Mead
Thomas Young
Luke Thomas
Nicola (Nik) Ray
Melissa Newton
Jason Smith
Phuong Anh Nguyen
Mary McCormick
Christine & Mardi Bray
Phillip Naimo
Sarah Tsironis
Peter Casey
Hanna Wyatt
Rorie Clarke
Lisa & Ray Wiliams
Amy Prisco
Jay Ting
Paul Gavin
Zach Amarant
Annabele Lawton
Meredith & Lily Pelosi
Julia & Damien Hannington
Fergal Utri
Renee Flynn
Tom Danaus
Ranjith & Izzy Gunawardena
Rebecca Palomares
Draga Roncevic
Vicki Higgins
Lachlan Coakes
Kristi Harris
Suzanne & Alan Edwards
Christopher Bowles
Meg Leech

Tasha

Whippet X

Timmy
Bruno
Beau
Coral
Mack
Bane
Stanley

Cavoodle
Cocker Spaniel
Staffordshire Terrier
Labrador
Transylvanian Hound
Doberman
German Shepherd Dog

Cody
Sammy

Staffordshire X GSD
Staffordshire X Collie

Bernie
Audrey

Bulldog X
Toy Poodle

Kinston

French Bulldog

Harriet

Labradoodle

Murphey

Border Collie X Kelpie

Buddy
Annie
Teddy
Russell

Kelpie
Labradoodle
Moodle
Kelpie X Healer

Murphy
Annie
Ollie

Heeler X Jack Russell
Labrador
Golden Retriever

Roger
Issa

Labrador
French Bulldog

Maddy
George

Cavoodle
Cavoodle

Azia & Ruby
Gandalf

Kelpie
Pug

Zoe
Ovi
Jess
Daisy

Hungarian Vizsla
Golden Retriever
Border Collie
Curly Coat Retriever

Coco
Charlie
Rex
Atley
Alan

Border Collie
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
German Shepherd Dog
Bichon Frise
Welsh Terrier

Bella
Ernie

Labrador
Labrador
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Barbara Mackinnon
Melissa Tan
Chrish Chauhan
Chris Griffin
Elize Lacey
Sia Panagiotopoulos
Sharnie & Tony Sirotic
Lorenzo Inserra
Bronwyn Bowden
Felicity Lucas
James Belcher
Claire Gallucci
Carmel Brown
Angela Alessandri
Kim & Jake Mennen
Surya Sriram
Divya Subramanian
Michael & Rachel Barrell
Chris & Sarah Billson
Maree Papathanassiou
Valerie Magerman
Andrea White
Naomi Tootell
Cheryl Carrick
Wayne Laidlaw
Frankie Camilleri
Alice Swanson
Carolyn Carlisle-Stapleton
John Stapleton
Ben McMahon
Allanah Sarafian
Anton Ternar
Andrew & Nicole Heaphy
Maureen & Shelley Fladgate
Jenna Gandolfo
John Vu
Ruby & Tom Douvartzidis
Jean Francis
Stephanie James
Tara Doyle
Robyn Hitchcock
Zoe Robertson
Jade McLaren
Bojana Sarkic
Ben Grass
Travis Truter
Jessica Mifsud
Christine Darby
Dave Hanslow
Alexander Christoudias
Carina Perri
Marita Kefford
Terry Nolan
Janine Wawryk
Jason Roach
Sandeep Abeywickrema
Nipuni Mallawarachchi
Tamika Sheldon

Luna
Biggie

Jug
West Highland Terrier X Poodle

Sadie

Australian Shepherd

Piper
Jema
Ned
Craig
Millie
Billie
Max
Olive
Ted
Rosie
Friday

Maltese X Chi
Tibetan Terrier
Kelpie X Spaniel
Groodle
American Stafforshire Terrier
King Charles Cavalier
King Charles Cavalier
Miniature Schnauzer
Poodle X
Greyhound
Golden Retriever

Evie
Moe
Henry
Ruby
Henri

Labrador
Labrador
Groodle
Doberman
Labrador

Billie
Winny
Lucy
Penny
Atticus

Shihtzu
Scottish Terrier
Kelpie X
Kelpie X Labrador
Labrador

Yuri

Boston Terrier

Tyson
Billie
Charlie
Banjo
Eggsy
Dusty
Molly
Frankie
Tully
Pippa Jane
Yowie

Scott Terrier X Poodle
Chesapeake Bay Retriever
Kelpie
Koolie X
Spoodle
Maltese X Shitn Tzu
Poodle Standard
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel X
Cavoodle
Boxer X
Blue Heeler

Luna

Kelpie

Millie

Labradoodle

Pixel

Japanese Spitz

Nola
Violet
Pippa

Staffordshire X
Amstaff X Bull Arab
Labradoodle

Walter
Jett
Ivy

Labrador
Labrador
Golden Retriever

Sasha

Labrador

NODC HOWLER© PAGE 11

Harley & Cathleen Flynn
Michelle & Dave Rogerson
James Howe
Marianne & Kosta Liontos
Simona Ferrontino
Stefan Tanti

Florence
Lily
Milo
Benji
Bullet
Aaliyah

Cattle Dog
Labradoodle
Labrador X
Golden Retriever
English Staffordshire Terrier
English Staffordshire Terrier

CLASS PROMOTIONS – CONGRATULATIONS
Name
Fiona Webster
Leigh Mullenger
Sue Bilby
Louisa Howe
Imogen Ackerly & Sam Law
Bart Carroll
Melissa Elliott
Katie Lees
Louise Harrison
Clare Fitzgerald
John Salter
Jennifer Salter
Ailsa Finlayson
Holly Bailey-Tait
Emily Clements
Jacqueline Truran
Samantha Mizzi
Sandra Capito
Patrick McMenamin
Shane McKenzie
Tim Grey
Rana Mitra
Paul Gavin
Sherry Perryman
Hanna Wyatt and Rorie Clarke
Martine Baillon
Michael Scheurer
Glyn Burnup
Anna De Bono
Anna De Bono
Gina & Joe Zumbo
Rebecca Mullenger
Frances Penaluna
Kellie L'Hotellier
Gavin Wills
Robert Raponi
Anne-Marie Preston
Dave Jackson-Haub

Dog Name
Teddy
Keith
Rusty
Timmy
Odin
Zoomer
Ellie
Pacho
Morrie
Freyr
Lexie
Chloe
Kingston
Kingston
Nova
Tip
Teddy
Piper
Bruno
Bailey
Crumpet
Beau
Azia
Cira
Issa
Benny
Tim Tam
Gracie
Remy
Leo
Jax
Keith
Eddie
Bijou
Odie
Riley
Barkley
Rufus

Class
P-1
3-4
2-3
P-1
P-1
P-1
3-4
1-2
P-1
P-1
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
P-1
P-1
4-5
5-6
6-7
4-5
P-1
3-4
2-3
2-3
P-1
1-2
1-2
1-2
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Albert Montagnese
Jason Hellyer
Clare Fitzgerald
Seri Pitman
Bonny Cassidy
Meredith Pelosi
Fiona Webster
Rachel Tito
Spencer Horton
Chris Morrison
Christine Bray
Sarah Nicholson
Tim Lennox
Paul Gavin
Marianne Broadhurst
Tony Fiorillo
Peter Casey
Jason Smith
Deb Cacciotti

Storm
Billie
Freyr
Atia
Iggy
Zoe
Teddy
Bailey
Zee
Nova
Annie
Blue
Blue
Ruby
Molly
Bruno
Roger
Russell
Tuesday

1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
2-3
2-3
2-3
P-1
P-1
2-3
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
1-2

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!
Congratulations to all the handlers and dogs who have passed into the next class. Keep up your regular
training and you will be amazed at how quickly you will progress through the classes.
If you experience difficulty with a particular exercise speak to your Instructor. They will be only too
happy to assist you in overcoming the problem or they will direct you to someone who will be able to give
you advice.

By Richard Hartland (Zeke)
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SEEN AROUND THE GROUNDS
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 2018
All Committee Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month, starting at 7.00 pm.
All Instructors’ Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month, after classes are completed.
25 November

Annual General Meeting and Trophy Presentation. (All Classes at 10:00am)

2 December

Last day of training. Last day to Renew Membership.

2 December

Obedience & Rally Trial – Croydon & District Obedience Dog Club

9 December

Christmas Break Up – Games Day for dogs and humans.

3 Feb 2019

Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am.

No Classes today!
Today there will be competitions, Santa Claus, a free barbeque as well as a free raffle.
One ticket will be issued to each member but only to people wearing a current
membership card. Remember that 2 December is the last day to renew so don’t miss
out!
EVENTS!

Fancy Dress (for dogs!)
Egg and spoon race (run in heats)
Fastest Recall
Dog Baseball
Fastest Eater (3 size groups)
Simon says for Juniors
Simon says for everyone - (can you obey the instructor!)
Lots of prizes are there for the best performers and also for the raffle winners!
Santa Claus arrives at the clubhouse at 11:30am and gives out
his presents to the children and poses for photos with members
and their dogs.
Meanwhile a fantastic free BBQ is going on up at the clubhouse.
Don’t miss any of it!
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CAN YOU SOLVE THIS PUZZLE?

Denise Gardner
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Class Exercises
Puppies (8 weeks to 24 weeks)
No exercises are tested for promotion to
next class:
 Socialisation with all puppies on lead;
 Retrieve on the flat on lead;
 Recall on lead;
 Puppy push up
 Heeling on a short lead;
 Examination of Puppy;
 Stays;
 Games, Q&A Session.

Class 1
Exercises tested for promotion to
next class:
 Heel normal pace;
 Sit;
 Stand (alongside handler);
 Right-about Turn;
 Sit Stay (complete exercise);
 Recall on lead (Dog does not have to sit)
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Drop.

Class 2
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class One exercises plus:
 Heel slow pace;
 Right turn;
 Recall on lead dog to sit in front of the
handler;
 Stand Stay;
 Stand for Examination (handler in front)
(Food may be used as a lure.);
 Drop from Sit (beside and in front of
handler).
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Dog Introduction.

Class 3
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class Two exercises plus:
 Heel fast pace;
 Heel in figure 8 including sits;
 Automatic sit;
 Drop while heeling;
 Left turn and Left about turn. (both
methods);
 Stand for examination (handler in front.)
(Food may be used only as a reward.);
 All stays progressing to lead on ground
(Sit 30 sec Down 1 minute)
 Finish to recall on lead;
 Recall off lead dog; dog to sit in front.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat on lead.

Class 4 (Community Companion Dog)
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class 3 exercises plus,
 Heel on lead with lead in the left hand;
 Small amount of heeling off lead;
 All stays off lead (when dog is reliable, long
lead if not) (Sit 1 minute Down 3 minutes);
 Recall and return to dog.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat off lead;
 Drop from the Stand position (handler in
front of dog);
 Finish to the recall;
 Ring Craft.

Class 5 (Novice)
Exercises tested for promotion to next
class:
 All Class Four exercises plus,
 Heel free;
 Recall off lead (complete exercise 12
metres);
 All stays off lead if reliable.
(Sit 1 minute down 3 minutes);
 Stand for examination off lead;
 Retrieve on the flat.
Other
to be taught but not
Class exercises
6
tested:
Full Open Program
 Commence high & broad jumps;
Class
7 Craft.
 Ring
Full UD Program
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
Dr Peter Dapiran

 Researchers at Eötvös Loránd University, Hungary, have shown that young puppies can
learn from observing human behaviour. Boxes with hinged or sliding lids containing a
treat were used. Puppies who watched people open the boxes were more successful at
opening the boxes than those who had to work it out themselves.
 Like Elvis or the Yeti, Sienna, the brown Lagotto Romagnolo, has been spotted
everywhere since she went missing following a fire that destroyed her home in
Macedon, Victoria. But she hasn’t yet been caught and returned to her fretting owner.
Food has been left around for her (the dog, not the owner) containing corn kernels so
that the evacuated undigested kernels might help track her down.
 Somewhere in China. A Bulldog bit the donkey pulling a cart. The donkey kicked an
Audi car causing $14,000 of damage. Who should pay?
 A woman in South Carolina, USA, was walking her dog when an alligator attacked the
dog. She tried to fend off the attack only to be taken herself and dragged into the
nearby lagoon. The woman was killed but the dog survived. The banks of the
Maribyrnong are probably safe places to walk your dog!
 It started in Wimblington, UK, and promises to spread right through the kingdom. The
locals have produced an interactive map showing all the dog-poo sites in the village.
The “doodoowatch” campaign alerts the council cleaners and community-minded
citizens to spots that need cleaning up. The ultimate aim is to shame dog owners into
cleaning up after their dogs. Councils all over the UK have expressed interest in the
program.
 A South Korean farmer became very irritated by the barking of the neighbour’s Welsh
Corgi, so he killed it. He then invited the neighbour in for dinner – and fed him the
cooked dog. Although dog meat has been a traditional part of Korean cuisine, the
practice is declining.
 A South Australian man has been sentenced to seven months’ jail for animal cruelty.
RSPCA inspectors seized six American Staffordshire Terriers that had been used for dog
fights. The dogs had scars and extensive bite marks and had to be put down because of
their aggression.
 Max, the deaf and half-blind Blue Heeler has been made Queensland’s first honorary
police dog. Three-year-old Aurora wandered off on a large cattle property with no one
but Max by her side. Max kept the lost girl warm and provided her company until she
was found by police and search volunteers. Max was given a meaty bone, and a police
collar and medallion.
 ACT police attending a house to investigate the theft of a mobility scooter were
attacked by the house occupant’s dog. The police officer was severely injured requiring
surgery. The defendant was refused bail having a history of offending. The magistrate
observed that the only time the defendant was free of offending was when he was in
jail.
 Someone in Beijing, China has been spreading poisoned sausages around parks with
the intention of killing dogs. Seven dogs have died. There are no specific laws against
animal cruelty so police cannot take any action unless the poison can be shown to be
toxic for humans.
 Sniffer Dog 1. Drug Smugglers 0. Two men trying to carry large quantities of cocaine
and methamphetamine to Tasmania were caught during a routine search with a sniffer
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dog at Hobart airport. They have been charged with various offences.

MY DOG FREE GREEK ISLAND HOLIDAY – Barbara Van Meurs
At least that was the idea.
My friend Jan lives on an idyllic looking island, Zakynthos, with a view from the front deck which is
delightful.
Unfortunately the olive groves provide a place for
View from front porch of Jan’s house
people to dump unwanted animals such as dogs
and cats.
In Australia we are accustomed to puppies
having a commercial value so I was surprised
when my friend, on picking me up at the airport
one evening, announced that we would be
“picking up the puppies tomorrow”
It turned out that a few days earlier she had
been walking her dog Poppy, a rescued stray, in
an olive grove when Poppy discovered some
dumped puppies hiding in brambles.
Jan, and a friend Janet, came back twice a day with food and water for them but could not catch
them. They therefore waited a few days for the arrival of the dog “expert” from NODC who had
learned how to deal with these matters from Denise Gardner….. (actually how to walk Poppy)
We set off next morning, Jan, Janet and me, with more food and water. I quickly discovered that
the olive groves were not romantic and had nasty leg slashing reeds on the ground. After we put
the food down and moved away the puppies came out.
Janet with Scamp

I also found that dogs with names cut conversation shorter.
The little male, named Scamp, was easy to catch and a very
nervous girl, Maggy, got separated from the others and I
grabbed her with a towel over her head.
The other girl, Sassy, was not so easy and ducked into the
brambles.
We took the first two home where they were placed in the
outside courtyard and equipped with a bed from the Vet, flea
spray and worm medication.

Scamp and Maggy

This was actually quite an achievement as there were almost no
pet supplies on the island and the supermarkets had one type
of wet and dry food for puppies and another for adult dogs.
There was a lot of goat milk however which is good for puppies
so I am told.
Jan and I went back that day to feed Sassy and leave water
which was necessary as the weather was very hot and humid
but dry. We were also worried about her as another half eaten
sibling was also there.
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MY DOG FREE GREEK ISLAND HOLIDAY
We repeated the exercise next morning and did not see her.
We talked to her though and as we were leaving she came
out and barked but kept her distance.

- CONTINUED

Sassy keeping her distance

Whenever we moved off she followed barking. She
particularly seemed to enjoy looking down at me trying to
climb up terraces clinging to olive tree roots.
Sassy followed us home and stayed out the front with Poppy.
We finally caught her a couple of days later and reunited her
with the other two but when I touched her to pick her up she
gave the most horribly terrified scream I have ever heard.
She had no tail by the way and one can only wonder why.
Jan’s courtyard

Poppy

Scamp, Maggy and Sassy

Once an animal is rescued it has to go somewhere. On the island a
group called Zante Strays tries to rehome them and agreed to
accept the three to be sent to England after vaccination and
fostering etc. There was however nowhere for them to go in the
short term. Apparently Zante Strays had over 60 dogs in pens while
the manager has 25 in her house.

Waiting for adoption

Janet and her husband had 2 rescued dogs and 14 cats all of
whom had needed to be neutered which is a great burden for
retirees. Jan has Poppy who, as you can see from her photo, had
been shot in the face. Even after lots of surgery it is a challenge to
feed her a treat.
I was told that the pups were unwanted hunting dogs which were a
disposable item.
Having them in an elevated courtyard area with no fencing was quite dangerous particularly
when Cyclone Zorbas, the first in the Mediterranean, occurred. Zante Strays kindly took them
after I left so I don’t know how they survived the 6.7 magnitude earthquake which struck
recently.
I tell my dogs how lucky they are but they don’t get it.
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THANKS TO THE 2018 HOWLER CONTRIBUTORS
From the Editor

Howler is grateful for consistent and regular input from all our contributors during the
year. This includes training advice from our Instructors, information about Club activities,
Dog News from past editor Peter Dapiran, creative input from Denise Gardner, special
interest articles by members, all being overseen by Glenys Barnes. Feel free to join in.
Frances

Denise

Peter
Glyn
Canine contributor Rumpole

Barbara

Helen

Glenys
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Kepala Pet Resort, situated in tranquil countryside, provides five star luxury
accommodations, including large grassed areas where your dog can play safely.
Kepala Pet Resort is operated by Kevin and Pauline Lacy, family and staff.
Visit our website for more information: http://www.kepala.com.au/
We invite you to visit and view our complex prior to making a booking.
Address: 55 Edwards Rd, Diggers Rest, Victoria 3427 | Phone: (03) 9740 1272

NODC HOWLER© PAGE 23

Northern Obedience
Dog Club is a
non-profit organisation
staffed by volunteers
dedicated to promoting the
training and understanding of the dog,
so that it can be accepted as a true
companion in our urban society.
The Club trains people to train their dogs
to be obedient, companionable and
useful. The club provides you with the
opportunity to train your dog, and the
fact that our club and others like us exist,
show how much interest in dog training
as a hobby has increased. Training for
most people can be a hobby that is
enjoyed by both dog and owner.
See our website for more details.
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Northern Obedience Dog Club

Helping YOU train your dog!

Looking for photos and updates?

LIKE us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/Northern
ObedienceDogClub

MERRY CHRISTMAS – See you on 3 Feb 2019

