Northern Obedience Dog Club Inc.
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Victorian Canine
Association

Strathmore
Community Bank®
Branch

Class Times

Sunday 9am-9:50am
Puppies, Classes
Foundation, 2, 4, 6

Patron: The Mayor of Moonee Valley

Sunday 10:10am-11am
Classes 1, 3, 5, 7
Wednesday 7pm-8pm
All classes; no Puppies

NOTICES
Tuesday 26 February,
7:00pm
Presentation on Canine
Nutrition
Presenter Kate Baker
All members welcome
10 March
Labour Day Weekend – NO
TRAINING
16 March
Obedience & Rally Trial x2 –
Southern Obedience Dog
Training Club.
7 April
Changing to Standard
Training Times – 10:00 am to
12:00 pm

NOTE: The Committee of NODC Inc. and the editor of the Howler reserve the right to edit all copy
including advertising. The opinions expressed in articles published in the Howler are not necessarily
those of the Committee or the Editor. The Club assumes no responsibility for false or misleading claims
made in copy submitted to this newsletter.
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Leo Carroll

Welcome back and Happy New Year. A
special welcome to the new Committee
members, Michael Scheurer, Elaine
Templeton and Jenny Guadagnuolo.
After the end of year break we are now
getting ready for the busiest period of the
year. To lessen some of the pressure that
occurs on the first few training sessions we will have Thursday night
Enrolment & Introduction Classes on 31st January, 7th and 14th
February.
Sunday classes will have the first session commencing at 9:00 am and
the second session at 10:10am so that that all classes are completed
by 11:00. Normal training times will recommence on the 7th April.
Subject to confirmation we intend to have Kate Baker presenting on
Pet Nutrition in the later part of February. This session will be open to
all members. We are currently in the process of confirming dates and
times.
There is one point I’d like to emphasise early. Members are
responsible for their dogs while they attend the Club and classes. It is
important that members do not let their dogs walk into or out of the
club rooms off leash. We should all be aware of the yellow jackets that
are available in the clubrooms. It is necessary for people with reactive
dogs to enter this area to collect the jackets.
It is not possible to see what is on the other side of the door.
For the safety and enjoyment of all we remind members that dogs
must be on leash unless you are instructed otherwise by an Instructor.
Roll on 2019…………………………..

Write or contribute an
article, story, photo,
comic, joke, idea, etc. to
the Howler!
All we need is your
Name & your Source!
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PROFILE OF MICHAEL SCHEURER VICE PRESIDENT
Michael is a long term member of NODC with a wealth of
experience in dog obedience training as described below.
Despite being well qualified to train his own dogs Michael has
chosen to join NODC to immerse his dogs in a training
environment where he is not actively instructing. He has
however offered to fill the position of Vice President of NODC
to assist the Club. As you will see Michael has a great
commitment to dog training both professionally and generally
as follows:
“I trained my first Dalmatian at club level in 1992 at Moorabbin
Obedience Dog Club. After she passed in 2000 I joined
Hobsons Bay Obedience Dog Club with her niece, Vanilla,
another Dalmatian.
I joined the committee after a couple of years and started instructing in 2005. In 2013 I became a Life
Member of Hobsons Bay Obedience Dog Club.
Due to Hobsons Bay operating on Sundays, Werribee Obedience Dog Club became my training club. There
we managed to obtain our CCD title in 2006 but sadly I had to retire her before gaining our Novice title.
Over the years I helped a lot of reactive dogs integrate into our obedience classes, so the next logical step
was to get an official qualification by obtaining a Certificate III in Dog Behaviour and Training from the
National Dog Trainers Federation.
After completion in 2015, I was lucky enough to be asked to work at Four Paws K9 Training, one of
Victoria’s premier dog training businesses, where we specialise in life style obedience training and the
rehabilitation of reactive dogs.
After completing Four Paws’ own IQC training program I am also a Victorian Government Approved Dog
Trainer and qualified Instructor.
My partner and I own a Dalmatian, TimTam (Tammy to her friends), a white Standard Poodle called Bijou
and a Staffy Ridgeback cross named Western, who at 12 years old spends most of his time on the couch.
Tammy and I are preparing to start trialling in Obedience and Rally-O this year.”

REMINDERS
Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between
classes, unless asked to remove it by your class instructor.
Remember to adhere to Club Rules and listen to the
instructors.
While you are at the Club you are responsible for you and your
dog’s actions. Ensure there is sufficient space between each
dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or make
another dog feel uncomfortable.

2019 ClassES

Summer classes for Sundays
2019 start at 9am for Puppy &
“Even numbered classes”, and
10am for “Odd numbered
classes”.
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2018 CHRISTMAS PARTY
The 2018 NODC Christmas party was held on 9 December 2018. Amid the chaos some
results were recorded and equally random photos were taken, some of which are
shown below.
Many thanks to the Instructors who organised the competitions and to Helen Dapiran
who managed to organise prize allocation. Thanks also to the Committee members
who organised the event, raffles and BBQ and thanks to those who helped.
Especial thanks to the prizes donor Prime 100.
Some Competition Results
Simon Says
1st Peter Dapiran & Bonnie
2nd Helen Chapman & Rumpole
3rd Barbara Van Meurs & Jack

Doggie Baseball
1st - Sheridan & Sue Young & Cookie
2nd - Helen Chapman & Rumpole
3rd - Brigitta Nystrom & Molly

Fancy Dress Comp
1st - Jessica Starr & Kiara
2nd - Cherylyn McGurgan, with Bently &
Boomer
3rd - Cindy Harrison & Vegas

Egg & Spoon Race
1st - Tien Ee Hon & Moppy
2nd - Sophia
3rd - Louisa Howe & Timmy

Fastest Recall
1st - Ken Owen & Winter
2nd - Shane McKenzie & Bailey
3rd - Tom Douvartzidis & Dusty

Number of Treats in the Jar - 31
1st - Ailsa Finlayson
2nd - Margaret Bishop

NODC HOWLER© PAGE 4

CHRISTMAS PARTY PHOTOS
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Written by Glyn Burnup assisted by
Cheryl Yeoh

WELCOME TO 2019 TRAINING
Welcome to all our new members embarking on a
new journey (no pun intended) and welcome back to
those of you with heaps more experience.
I hope you are all well and looking forward to your fun
filled Sunday mornings and of course our Wednesday
night class for Class 1 and above.
A brief reminder about clothing on the field. No
thongs or open toed shoes are allowed, so covered
toes are a must.
I suggest a hat and sunscreen and your choice of the
bit that goes in the middle. If you can manage without
sunglasses when training that is useful as dogs look
at you face and eyes for guidance.
Dogs are very similar to humans in this, so avoid staring as this may be regarded as a challenge
but eye contact isn’t as intimidating when you are with friends and family because you know them.
They usually look at you when relaxed and happy.
In order to address your concerns I need your input - what sort of things do YOU want to know?
Are there big problems in your doggy household? Are you unsure about what type of equipment to
use or how to get your dog to ……..…. (fill in here)?
We are incredibly lucky at this club as we have a great group of Instructors who know heaps. You
just have to ask: northodc@bigpond.net.au
One of the first things I taught my dog was how to use her crate….here read own room. From day
one it was her go-to place to feel safe and protected. Many dogs use tables as a cave substitute as
they can relax their defensive mechanisms and a crate does the same.
The added advantage with the correct crate for you and the dog is that most can be moved and
collapsed to go anywhere with you. I have 3 crates. One to go in the back of my car for trialling, a
metal framed canvas one to move around with and an outrageous one called an Umbra Puptent
which is fantastic for person/doggy sleepovers. It's an upside down umbrella design, light and easy
to put up.
Crate training can take time and must be approached carefully as it is not a naughty corner to be
used when you get angry or fed up. There are many useful training tips online and all good ones
will use positive reinforcement.
Don't be tempted to use a crate for Separation Anxiety as this is something which requires a very
different solution.
When I open my emails I receive emails from lots of dog companies full of the most wonderful
items, but buying toys and getting things for your dogs is not a substitute for spending time with
them playing, resting together and having fun.

NODC HOWLER© PAGE 6

NODC HOWLER© PAGE 7

Denise Gardner
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WHO AM IW

Answers to “SCRUFFY” page 7
Denise Gardner (also puzzle above)
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Committee 2019
At the 2018 Annual General Meeting the following members were elected to the
Committee of NODC. The Club appreciates their voluntary input to its running as without
them the Club would not be able to function.

Leo Carroll

Michael Scheurer

Glenys Barnes

Club President

Club Vice-President

Secretary & Treasurer

General Committee

Editorial Team

Elaine Templeton
Janelle Dang
Jenny Guadagnuolo
Joanne Carroll
Judith Hillyear
Kirti Bhatt

Barbara Van Meurs
Glenys Barnes
Denise Gardner

Volunteers
Nancy Evans
Ray O’Shannessy
Cheryl Yeoh

SOME AWARDS AT THE AGM
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CLASS PROMOTIONS – CONGRATULATIONS
November
11-Nov-18
11-Nov-18
11-Nov-18
11-Nov-18
11-Nov-18
11-Nov-18
11-Nov-18
11-Nov-18
11-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
18-Nov-18
25-Nov-18
25-Nov-18
25-Nov-18
25-Nov-18
25-Nov-18
25-Nov-18
25-Nov-18
25-Nov-18
25-Nov-18
25-Nov-18
28-Nov-18
28-Nov-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18

Handler
Joshua & Cassandra Scerri
Jenna Gandolfo
Otto & Jessica Starr
Paul & Grace Giordano
Draga Roncevic
Yuuraj Lhanna & Laura Thompson
Leigh & Alicia Oliver
Suzanne Alexander & Alan Edwards
Christine Bray
Carol Driscoll
Fergal Utri
Anton Ternar
Angie Farrugia
Chris Griffin & Elize Lacey
Julia Hannington
Chris Billson & Sarah Bevan
Justin Watts
Alojz Tomsic
Andrew Foskett
Vince Pino
Louise Harison
Belinda Hudson
Sheridan Young
Mary McCormick
Justin Nguyen & Tien-ee Hon
Vicki Higgins
Bronwyn Bowden
James Rennison
Joan Mastropasqua
Katie Lees
Stephanie Versace
Jennifer Mckenzie
Paul Gavin
Andreas Henschke
Christine Darby
Sarah Roda
Megan Keage
Marita Kefford
Luke Barry
Frankie Camilleri
Cameron Boykett
Jean Francis
Valerie Magerman
Shelley Fladgate
Jade McLaren & Zoe Robertson

Dogs Name
Bella
Banjo
Kiara
Lexi
Rex
Stanley
Hugo
Bella
Annie
Winter
Jess
Tyson
Maggie
Sadie
Ovi
Moe
Pepe
Bonza
Lulu
Paris
Morrie
Dusty
Cockie
Murphy
Moppy
Atley
Craig
Buddy
Maggie
Pacho
Aliyah
Fizzy
Azia
Kevin
Pixel
Kip
Harriet
Pippa
Ollie
Penny
Luna
Molly
Ruby
Charlie
Yowie

Class
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
2-3
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
2-3
2-3
2-3
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
P-1
P-1
P-1
3-4
3-4
2-3
2-3
2-3
2-3
2-3
1-2
1-2
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
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2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18
2-Dec-18

Andrew Heaphy & Nicole
Divya Subramanian & Surya Sriram
Samantha Black
Judy McKay & Ken Abson
Richard Stellini

Billie
Friday
Daisy
Jade
Cody

P-1
P-1
4-5
1-2
1-2

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!
Congratulations to all the handlers and dogs who have passed into the next class. Keep up your
regular training and you will be amazed at how quickly you will progress through the classes.
If you experience difficulty with a particular exercise speak to your Instructor. They will be only
too happy to assist you in overcoming the problem or they will direct you to someone who will
be able to give you advice.

SEEN AROUND THE GROUNDS
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 2019
All Committee Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month, starting at 7:00 pm.
All Instructors’ Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month, after classes are completed.
3 February

Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am.

10 March

Labour Day Weekend – NO TRAINING

16 March

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Dog Training Club.

7 April

Changing to Standard Training Times – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.

17 April

Pre-Easter Wednesday night – NO TRAINING

21 April

Easter Sunday – NO TRAINING

3 – 5 May

Dog Lovers Show, Royal Exhibiiton Building

19 May

Million Paws Walk RSPCA.

9 June

Queens Birthday Weekend – NO TRAINING

23 June

Obedience & Rally Trial – Broadmeadows Obedience Club*.

6 & 7 July

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Geelong Obedience Club*.

3 & 4 August

State Obedience Trial & Obedience Dog of the Year – Dogs Victoria.

25 August

Entries close for Northern Obedience Trial.

8 September

Northern Obedience Trial – NO TRAINING

8 September

Obedience & Rally Trials x2 – Northern Obedience Club*.

21 September

Obedience Trial – Royal Melbourne Show.

27 September

Doggie Day Out – Kepala Pet Resort.

29 September

Obedience & Rally Trial – Melton Obedience Club*.

1 October

2020 membership renewals due.

19 October

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Werribee Obedience Club*.

27 October

Obedience & Rally Trial – Macedon Ranges Obedience Club*.

3 November

Melbourne Cup Weekend – NO TRAINING

4 November

Applications close for end of year trophies.

16 November

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Club*.

17 November

Obedience & Rally Trial – Northcote Obedience Club*.

24 November

Annual General Meeting and Trophy Presentation. (All Classes at 10:00am)

1 December

Last day of training.

1 December

Obedience & Rally Trial – Croydon and District Obedience Dog Club.

8 December

Christmas Break Up – Games Day for dogs and humans.

2 Feb 2020

Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am.

*Club sash donated
NODC HOWLER©PAGE
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Name
Scott Kinnade
Vicky Jones
Alojz Tomsic
Anthony & Noah D'Amico
Lorenzo Defrancesco
Gina Defrancesco
Cameron Boykett
Adrian Gugliotta
Maja Stojanovska
Ann & Eric Staberhofer
Laura Donaldson
Brendan McKeegan
Dorothy Cheung
Luke, Amber & Jayden Barry
Geena Huynh
Kaylene Phan
Patrick Warfield
Ai Tomizawa
Lydia McAleer
Dianne Privtera
Stephen Hughes

Dog name
Dom
Pegy
Bonza
Harvey
Percy
Terra
Luna
Mala

Breed
Greyhound
English Staffordshire Terrier
Jack Russell Terrier X
Labradoodle
Cane Corso
Mastiff X
Portugese Water Dog
Chichuaha

Coco
Ernie

Bordoodle
Groodle

Ollie

Spoodle

Axel

Sharpei

Kombu

Mastiff X

Murphy
Charlie

Groodle
Moodle
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Class Exercises
Puppies (8 weeks to 24 weeks)
No exercises are tested for promotion to
next class:
 Socialisation with all puppies on lead;
 Retrieve on the flat on lead;
 Recall on lead;
 Puppy push up
 Heeling on a short lead;
 Examination of Puppy;
 Stays;
 Games, Q&A Session.

Class 1
Exercises tested for promotion to
next class:
 Heel normal pace;
 Sit;
 Stand (alongside handler);
 Right-about Turn;
 Sit Stay (complete exercise);
 Recall on lead (Dog does not have to sit)
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Drop.

Class 2
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class One exercises plus:
 Heel slow pace;
 Right turn;
 Recall on lead dog to sit in front of the
handler;
 Stand Stay;
 Stand for Examination (handler in front)
(Food may be used as a lure.);
 Drop from Sit (beside and in front of
handler).
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Dog Introduction.

Class 3
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class Two exercises plus:
 Heel fast pace;
 Heel in figure 8 including sits;
 Automatic sit;
 Drop while heeling;
 Left turn and Left about turn. (both
methods);
 Stand for examination (handler in front.)
(Food may be used only as a reward.);
 All stays progressing to lead on ground
(Sit 30 sec Down 1 minute)
 Finish to recall on lead;
 Recall off lead dog; dog to sit in front.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat on lead.

Class 4 (Community Companion Dog)
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class 3 exercises plus,
 Heel on lead with lead in the left hand;
 Small amount of heeling off lead;
 All stays off lead (when dog is reliable, long
lead if not) (Sit 1 minute Down 3 minutes);
 Recall and return to dog.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat off lead;
 Drop from the Stand position (handler in
front of dog);
 Finish to the recall;
 Ring Craft.

Class 5 (Novice)
Exercises tested for promotion to next
class:
 All Class Four exercises plus,
 Heel free;
 Recall off lead (complete exercise 12
metres);
 All stays off lead if reliable.
(Sit 1 minute down 3 minutes);
 Stand for examination off lead;
 Retrieve on the flat.
Other
to be taught but not
Class exercises
6
tested:
Full Open Program
 Commence high & broad jumps;
Class
7 Craft.
 Ring
Full UD Program
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MY LONG LIFE by ERIK TOLLER
(Told with assistance by Dr Pam Oliver)

Erik is a Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever who is a long term member of NODC. This is an advice which
he prepared for younger dog members based on his life experience.
Hello everyone. I am the old Toller who sometimes helps with
Rally and visits Class 4. I had my 14th birthday before
Christmas. Now I am starting my 15th year at school! I
absolutely LOVE it. You might wonder why I am still at school
and what I have done in my life.
Last weekend I chatted to my brother D'Arcy at Toller Day
about what our mother Amber taught us about Toller Law.
They are:
Toller Law One: Learn to train your owner to have a happy life.
Toller Law Two: No pay, no work! And the important
Toller Law Three: Show your owner when you are bored and
have nothing to do.
Then we grinned at each other and said together: "Because if you don't obey these you will be a
naughty, silly Toller and no use to anyone”. “ Well," I recalled," Amber did have seven of us to get in
order at the farm out of Ballarat".
I expect you young fellas starting school, or returning to school, remember your good mums. Our
stunningly beautiful mum taught us that we are a hardworking and versatile breed that needs to keep
busy. Certainly our dad, Fluke, a big Toller worked very hard looking after the farm and its dogs. We
learned about farm animals and the big machines that cut grass and made lots of noise.
Mum taught us to be very clean and how to wee outside, although we did go inside as well. We learned
to sit and wait for food. She also taught us to play nicely inside the big house for TV at night. We
chewed up lots of boxes and paper and each other a bit too. All this was summed up in Toller Law
which didn't mean much at first.
One day when five of us went to Pam's place, Mum's teaching became real. I didn't know this house
was where I would stay for life but we all knew it was an important day. Our breeder was crying. She
told Pam I had no training at all! WHAT! Little did she know. Obviously time for Toller Law One. I began
to teach Pam that I did know things. Tea came. I sat for my dish. Pam said: ''Oh, sit, eh?!'' Then I
learned my new name and where to go outside, but of course I went wees inside too, just like Mum had
let me.
Aw dear, that wasn't on. Pam picked me up so I
couldn't wee and carried me out to the wee spot
outside. I soon learned.
I wanted to learn a lot more and soon got bored. Not
wanting to be really naughty, I used Toller Law Three by
getting into the cushions.
That fixed things! Pam quickly gave me paper and
boxes to play with AND I got toys! Ball, Frisbee and
Squeakies and a huge box to dig in. I still have a dig
box today with paper and little boxes to tear up. Great
fun.
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MY LONG LIFE by ERIK TOLLER Continued
Pam stepped up my work. Come! Heel! Down! I had it all very quickly.
Then I remembered Toller Law Two, that if I worked well, I should get
my pay. I sat and looked at Pam. She knew about pay but didn't get it
right at first.
Learning at home soon got boring and I missed my litter mates. I told
Pam this too. I did everything she didn't want me to. "Well, Erik, “she
said, "you will just have to go to school." "What is that?” I thought,
“Sounds drastic." Off we went in the car to a place that had food
stacked up everywhere and piles of toys. One room was 'school' with
puppies. This was much better because the pay got serious. I wasn’t
bored at home anymore!
Then puppy class ended. That was awful. I got naughty and stupid as Mum said I would. Could not help
myself. "Oh no Erik. We can't have this", said Pam. "I will have to take you to big dog school now." Off in
the car to a park with dozens of big dogs. At first it was great but we stopped doing new work. A couple
of Instructors wouldn't let Pam pay me for my work. In those days, dogs did not always get paid. After a
few months, I thought it was time for another dose of Toller Law Three. With a 'no pay' Instructor, I
stopped work, pulled and ran away to sniff on recall. Pam got my message, she said: "OK we will have
to try Four Paws if you are going to be a difficult, silly Toller."
Off in the car to Four Paws. The dogs were having wonderful fun with lots of exercises and tricks. They
were getting heaps of pay if they did well. "This is for me, Pam", I said. I had to do a test for the Boss
Instructor, first with Pam and then with her. "I will need to do my very best work to get into this school!”,
I thought. The Boss marked a paper and said to Pam at the end: "He'll do well if he gets lots of variety
and challenge." I was pleased that Toller Law Three won again!
The school introduced agility. I loved jumping, going up the walk and through the weaves but I was
terrified of the tunnel. At the farm I went exploring and got squeezed in a tight part. That tunnel looked
just the same. Three Instructors tried to help me. "Come on, Erik, you're clever, you can do it. Look, Pam
is in there with sausage!" "Oh NO. I will get squeezed again. Not even for sausage!" I dug in with all four
paws on the edge of the tunnel. They couldn't shift me. That was not the end of the matter. To my
dismay, when we got home, I saw THE TUNNEL in the KITCHEN. Oh help! It had treats in it. For three
days Pam said nothing. I ran wide around it. But the treats got to me. "I wonder if it would let me sneak
in? Pam's not looking." PHEW, success. Somehow this made the tunnel grow. Each morning it was
bigger and the treats more. Next lesson I went right through the tunnel on my own! Everyone was thrilled
and clapped. To this day I check tunnels for treats!
Agility was such good fun. Pam and my friends' owners found another two agility schools and we went
each week!! We went to the trials and I learned about the barbeque and the ribbons when you worked
well. I still love sausages, ribbons and the clapping
When I was nine something awful happened. I came off the walk and hurt myself. My vet at Werribee
said I had arthritis in my hips. No more walk or A frame for you, Erik." What to do? "Well," Pam said, “we
will go to the school my last dog Mason went to. No agility, Erik, but it is fun and good pay. They also
learn Rally". I didn't know what Rally was but if the pay was OK and happy dogs were there that would be
good. And so we came to our school and saw all you young dogs having a great time and working so
hard. There was good pay and training with the Judge for ribbons. Soon I was doing my heel properly
and learning to sit straight sort of, I am still not wonderful at that only starting at nine. Now I am an old
dog and I cannot see very well because I found a humungous sausage in the yard and bit it, but it bit me
back. A snake. It hurt my eyes so I have to wear a coat and now a special hat to see. I can't do the recall
anymore because I don't know where Pam is. I can't hear much either. But I love Rally and have lots of
prizes and ribbons for it from Trials.
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
Dr Peter Dapiran

 Peter and his assistance dog, Boofhead, used to frequent the Jervis Bay, NSW, RSL
club. It seems that Boofy, an 11-year-old Bearded Border Collie, smells more than just
a bit (for example, “your dog makes me puke” according to one staff member), so the
management banned the man and his dog from entering the club. He felt this was
unfair discrimination. A magistrate agreed and the club was ordered to pay the man
$16,000 in damages. Will buy quite a few shampoos.
 Kuga, a Belgian Malinois, was a “loyal and courageous” dog, according to his handler,
a Special Air Service Regiment member. Without doubt Kuga saved lives in
Afghanistan, alerting his handler of enemy positions and engaging with the enemy. He
was shot five times and died of his wounds. Kuga was awarded the PDSA Dickin Medal
for gallantry, an award created in 1943 to honour the work of animals in war. Kuga is
the first Australian animal to receive the award since WWII.
 As one of its election promises, Victorian Labor promised to build 15 fenced off-lead
parks for dogs in Melbourne. This was written before the state election. Did Labor win?
When are the parks being built?
 Single and don’t want to be? Then shut down your dating app, put your phone away
and meet people in the park. A dog helps to start a conversation. That’s the advice in a
new book by Jean Smith, Flirtology. But then as dog owners we already knew that.
 In Perth, a knife-wielding motor bike rider drove towards police officers who had been
called to investigate a disturbance. A policeman and rider fell to the ground. During an
attempt to handcuff the rider a Bull Mastiff attacked one of the officers. The officer
underwent surgery. The dog was impounded.
 Never cease to be amazed by the power of a dog’s nose. Previous studies have
reported on dogs detecting prostate cancer, thyroid cancer, and alerting diabetics of
their low blood sugar level. Now it seems dogs can detect malaria from the smell of a
person’s socks. Labradors in the UK trained in this could correctly detect malaria 70%
of the time and recognise socks of uninfected subjects 90% of the time. More studies
are being done.
 In Sri Lanka, a lion cub abandoned by its mother at the local zoo was nursed by Shelly,
a Labrador that had just given birth to her own pups. The cub was returned to the zoo
after three weeks – perhaps before the cub saw its foster siblings as prey?
 Aah! The life of a wealthy dog in New Delhi, India. The city’s air quality rocketed to
severe after fireworks, set off to celebrate Diwali, the Hindu festival of light, added to
the significant existing pollution, leaving residents choking. Meanwhile, pampered
pooches at the Top Dog Luxury Pet Resort live in rooms with purified air, and their
outdoor time is limited during high pollution days. Many of the resort guests belong to
diplomatic staff in the capital. Room rates start at five times the average daily wage
rate.
 The Dog on the Tuckerbox, the bronze statue conjured from a poem or song from the
1800s, is five miles from Gundagai, NSW, although some songs put the dog at nine
miles. A dog monument was first erected nine miles from Gundagai in 1926. The
current statue was unveiled by Prime Minister Joseph Lyons on 28 November 1932,
five miles from town. It’s a tourist drawcard for the town, so much so that some locals
want to move the statue into the town itself. No! Stay! Stay! Good dog. (Note 1 mile=1.6Km)
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Kepala Pet Resort, situated in tranquil countryside, provides five star luxury
accommodations, including large grassed areas where your dog can play safely.
Kepala Pet Resort is operated by Kevin and Pauline Lacy, family and staff.
Visit our website for more information: http://www.kepala.com.au/
We invite you to visit and view our complex prior to making a booking.
Address: 55 Edwards Rd, Diggers Rest, Victoria 3427 | Phone: (03) 9740 1272
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Northern Obedience
Dog Club is a
non-profit organisation
staffed by volunteers
dedicated to promoting the
training and understanding of the dog,
so that it can be accepted as a true
companion in our urban society.
The Club trains people to train their dogs
to be obedient, companionable and
useful. The club provides you with the
opportunity to train your dog, and the
fact that our club and others like us exist,
show how much interest in dog training
as a hobby has increased. Training for
most people can be a hobby that is
enjoyed by both dog and owner.
See our website for more details.
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Northern Obedience Dog Club

Helping YOU train your dog!

Looking for photos and updates?

LIKE us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/Northern
ObedienceDogClub

