
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

NOTICES 
17 April 

Pre-Easter Wednesday 

night – NO TRAINING 

 

21 April 

Easter Sunday – NO 

TRAINING 

 

3 – 5 May 

Dog Lovers Show, Royal 

Exhibiiton Building 

 

14 May  

7:00pm at the Clubhouse 

Separation Anxiety 

Presentation, by Dr Diane 

van Rooy  
 

19 May 

Million Paws Walk RSPCA 

Established 1954 

Affiliated with the 

Victorian Canine 

Association 

 

Northern Obedience Dog Club Inc. Patron: The Mayor of Moonee Valley 

NOTE:  The Committee of NODC Inc. and the editor of the Howler reserve the right to edit all copy including 
advertising.  The opinions expressed in articles published in the Howler are not necessarily those of the Committee 
or the Editor.  The Club assumes no responsibility for false or misleading claims made in copy submitted to this 
newsletter. 

Proudly sponsored by  

Strathmore  

Community Bank®  

Branch 
 

 

Class Times 
Sunday 10am-10:50am  

Puppies, Classes 

Foundation, 2, 4, 6 

Sunday 11:10am-12:00  

Classes 1, 3, 5, 7 

Wednesday 7pm-8pm  

All classes; no Puppies 

http://northernobedience.com.au/
http://northernobedience.com.au/activity-calendar/4583267220
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/strathmore
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 Barbara Van Meurs 

 Denise Gardner 

 Glenys Barnes 

 

 

  

From the Editor                 Barbara Van  Meurs 

Summer is over and with it Class times revert to non-daylight saving 

times commencing at 10am on Sundays. As the weather cools it 

becomes more unlikely that classes will be cancelled owing to heat 

however rain may still be an issue. Wednesday night training in 

Autumn is particularly appealing especially when conducted under 

lights. At this time dogs are settling into training and both handlers and 

dogs can relax and enjoy the experience. 

 

The only negative issue that has arisen recently is the necessity for dog 

owners to watch for baits in the oval area (see Page 3). On the other 

hand Targie (next page also) is currently recovering from surgery 

following eating fabric. My dogs do the same as well as eating tissues 

President 
Leo Carroll 

Vice President 

  Michael Scheurer 

Secretary 
Glenys Barnes 

Treasurer 

  Glenys Barnes 

General Committee 
Janelle Dang 
Joanne Carroll 
Judith Hillyear 
Kirti Bhatt 
Jenny Guadagnuolo 
Elaine Templeton  

   

Training Sub-  
Committee 

Frances Hammer 
Peter Dapiran 
Roger White 

Volunteers 
Ray O’Shannessy 
Barbara Van Meurs 
Nancy Evans 
 
 
 
___________ 

President’s Podium                   Leo Carroll 

With April being interrupted by Easter holidays the next presentation 

will not happen until May. 

 

It is really encouraging to see the number of NODC members who 

competed at the Croydon Obedience Trial on 31 of March; even though 

this left us a little short of Instructors on the ground and Committee 

Members running the club rooms.   

 

Thank you to all those who stepped up to assist on the day. 

 

Remember that on Sunday 7 April Daylight Saving concludes and we 

return to the normal Sunday training times of 10:00 and 11:00 am. 

 

There will be no training on Wednesday 17 April (the Wednesday prior 

to Easter) or  21 April (Easter Sunday). Training will recommence on 

Wednesday 24 April.  

 

 

Howler Editorial       

Committee        

Write or contribute an 
article, story, photo, 

comic, joke, idea, etc. to 
the Howler!  

All we need is your 
Name & your Source! 

February and March have been 

disrupted by adverse weather 

conditions and public holidays 

restricting the opportunities to train but 

nevertheless it has still been busy. 

 

Kate Baker’s presentation on nutrition 

in late February was well attended and 

we look forward to further 

presentations from other presenters 

throughout the year.   
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REMINDERS 
Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between 

classes, unless asked to remove it by your class instructor.  

Remember to adhere to Club Rules and listen to the 

instructors. 

While you are at the Club you are responsible for you and your 

dog’s actions. Ensure there is sufficient space between each 

dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or make 

another dog feel uncomfortable. 

 2019 ClassES  
Remaining classes for  Sundays 
2019 start at 10am for Puppy & 
“Even numbered classes”, and 

11am for “Odd numbered 

classes”.   
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Rat Bait at Aberfeldie Park 

By Glenys Barnes 

 
The Club has been notified about two incidents of 
dogs ingesting rat poison (coloured red) concealed 
in meat, at Aberfeldie Park. 
 
The most recent incident reported to us was on 
Wednesday 6 March; the dog fought for its life and 
has survived. The vet has confirmed it was rat 
poison and the bill is currently around $8,000.00! 
 
Whilst our dogs are leashed during class time, be 
vigilant when letting your dog/s have a pre and/or 
post class off-leash run at the Park. 
 
The Council has been notified of the situation. The 
response is that 'someone is leaving meat out for 
the magpies'. The Club will also discuss this issue 
with the Council. 
 
In any case take care when walking your dogs 
and, if anything untoward arises, report it to the 
RSPCA and/or Police. 

Targie’s Rules Below                              sent by Dave Holt

 

 

  

WAITING FOR CLASS TO BEGIN 
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            HOUSE TRAINING DOS AND DONTS               

         Submitted by Dr Peter Dapiran 

 
When a new canine friend enters the family some issues need to be gently sorted. 

 

Has your dog suddenly started peeing in the house? Ignore the bizarre advice to rub 

the dog’s nose in it, or to whack it with a rolled newspaper. The problem with punishing 

a dog for urinating in the house is that it doesn’t help to solve the problem. It might 

make your dog fearful, and it can even make the problem worse. 

 

There could be a medical issue, so it’s important to see a vet first. Only once medical 

issues are resolved or ruled out can you work on house training. 

 

If it’s a house-training issue, it’s up to you to train your dog by preventing accidents 

from happening in the first place, rewarding the dog for toileting outside – and keeping 

this up for three weeks without mistakes. 

 

Understandably this can sometimes be difficult. If you’re struggling, ask an Instructor 

for help 

 

Follow the Schnauzer’s Digestive Tract! 
By Denise Gardner 
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PROFILE OF DR PAM OLIVER 

Trainee Instructor and Long Term Member 

 

 

Pam grew up in the eastern suburbs of 

Melbourne. She moved to Flemington when she 

married and has lived in Keilor for over 20 years 

since the death of her husband. 

 

After finishing school at MLC Hawthorn, Pam 

studied at the University of Melbourne and 

became a teacher.  She worked at secondary 

schools in Melbourne and Geelong. She then 

had the opportunity to undertake a PhD in 

History and spent 12 months researching in 

London.  

 

Pam has alternated secondary teaching in 

languages and history with university research 

posts, tutoring and lecturing at Melbourne, 

Deakin and Monash Universities.   

 

 
For the last 15 years Pam has been a professional historian and a member of Monash University 

History School. She is currently an Adjunct Research Fellow and has published eight books.  

 

A major part of her historical research has centred on Japanese immigration to Australia from the 

1880s to 1942. Their merchants, tourists and students were allowed residence under the White 

Australia Policy and many lived in Sydney to help develop Australia's trade with Asia, especially in 

wool and minerals. Pam's particular interests have been whether these resident Japanese spied prior 

to the War, and also general Northern Territory research, up to 1946, where many lived. She is 

currently completing a biography of Darwin's wartime administrator. 

 

Pam has always been passionate about dogs. Her family had a Wirehaired Terrier named Bruce 

when she was born. Bruce did not welcome Pam to the family but constantly bit the floor boards 

under the house. He went to another family member. Pam then had Lady Ebony, a black Cocker 

Spaniel, to play with for hours each day in the back yard. Ebony was always too nervous to come 

inside.  After Ebony, Pam's father had a succession of Border Collie Kelpie crosses. Apart from 

gardening and keeping fit, dog handling has always been the main relaxation. The first dog Pam 

formally trained was Mason, a Bull Terrier/Springer Spaniel/Pointer cross who charmed everyone he 

met and got more cards at his death than the family usually got for Christmas.   

 

 

Mason came to Northern ODC in the 1990s but, although very 

obedient, was not a dog who enjoyed formal class training. He left 

after failing Class One 9 times. In 2004, when Mason died, Pam 

got Erik who, unlike Mason, loves to train. Pam took him to agility 

when he was three.  

 

Becoming an agility instructor led her to undertake a Certificate 3 

in Dog Behaviour and Training. She instructed at two agility clubs 

before coming back to Northern five years ago when Erik retired 

from agility. She and Erik currently trial in Rally. Pam hopes to 

complete her formal Northern Instructor training soon.  

 

Pam also continues to trial as Erik shows no sign, even at 

fourteen and a half, of retiring completely. 

 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Written by Glyn Burnup assisted by 
Cheryl Yeoh            

 
 

 

 DO I NEED A FRIEND FOR MY POOCH? 
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Walking and Socialising 

When people bring a dog into their homes they can be faced 

with unforseen problems that may not have been thought 

through in detail.  

Most dogs need regular exercise to stay happy and healthy 

and should this not be forthcoming such problem behaviours 

as barking, digging, destructive chewing and even aggressive 

behaviour may start to appear.  

Dogs don't do "bad" but they will get bored. Working breeds 

of all sizes frequently fall into this group.  People who work or 

find themselves time poor may grapple with the idea of how 

to provide stimulation and social contact for their dog.   

 

Dogs are social creatures and crave fresh air and sunshine as well as the sights and sounds of our local 

community. They need to read their P-mail and leave messages in return.  

There are solutions to this problem, some of which may hit the hip pocket, but some of which may 

increase your circle of friends and help you get to know the neighbours. Think outside the box…. there 

are professional dog walkers, but how about a next door neighbour who would love to have a dog to 

walk…. without the expense of owning one?…or a reliable student from a local school who wants to 

have a dog, but home circumstances just don't allow it? Perhaps a combination of these could work. 

A professional dog walker can come in to walk/play with your pet which allows you to focus on your busy 

life without stress. This service, of course, costs. Doggy day care is another option but again comes with 

a price tag.  

Having a local person who likes to walk a dog take up this role can be a two-way street, it solves your 

problem and may give them purpose and a reason to saunter the streets and stop for a cup of tea at a 

local café. Maybe you can offer to pick up the coffee bill. Your friendly dog walker can also identify little 

problems with your dog's health as they are around at different times of the day. 

Here are a few thoughts on how to proceed with “Do I Need A Friend For My Pooch?” 

 

This month should give us cooler days and more restful nights. More time to be out with our dogs and 

families to enjoy the lovely parks we have in this area, maybe even have a doggy picnic. 
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Phase 1: Assessment and Research 

Assess your needs. 

Ask yourself: "Just how much time do I (honestly) have and when 

can I spend it with my dog?" Am I seeing behaviour that tells me 

that more stimulus is required? Ask your neighbours "Has there 

been any barking or unusual behaviour while I'm out?" 

If the answer to any of these questions is "yes" then now is the 

time to act. Start talking to your friends and ask them if they 

have used a dog walker or dog walking service or if there is 

someone locally that might be interested to spend time with your 

dog. Go online and see what is happening in your area. 
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Strike up a conversation with other owners at the Club or nearby dog park to see if there is anyone 

locally who likes to walk dogs. Sometimes someone who has just lost their beloved pooch may have both 

the time and inclination to help out. 

Get 2 or 3 recommendations. Perhaps ask your Vet for a referral. 
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     CONTINUED 

 
 

 

 

Phase 2: Interview and select someone 

Set up a time to meet with your chosen dog walker. Should you 

go down the professional walker route they should be ready and 

willing to come to your house for an interview to meet you and 

your dog.  

First and foremost watch how your dog interacts with the 

person. Is your dog comfortable? What about the visitor, do they 

seem at ease with your dog?  How do you feel about them? 

Don't engage someone you will be worrying about all day. When 

interviewing potential dog walkers have a list of questions ready 

such as;  

  How long will you spend with my dog per visit?  

 Do you walk multiple dogs? (It's best to avoid multiple situations if at all possible. One-on-one is 

best.) 

 Do you leave notes for me about my pet's activities? 

 What plans do you have in place for emergencies …… yours and theirs? 

 What's your phone number and are you insured?  

 Ask for references and follow these up. 

 And, of course, what is the cost? 

If you decide to use someone you know, consider whether they are physically able to handle your dog. 

Set parameters which all concerned are comfortable with. Communication is very important. Give them a 

way out should it all become too much for them.  

Trust your instincts. Just like dogs, people have instincts too! If you feel uncomfortable with any part of 

the process trust your gut. It may mean you'll have to interview a few more candidates but your dog's 

health and wellbeing is the most important thing. 

Phase 3: Hand over the lead and money and relax.  

 

 

 

On a lighter note, when I was on a break in the UK recently I was 

given a lovely little book called "Teach your Dog Welsh" by Anne 

Cakebread (I am half Welsh).  So here are a few very useful tips if 

you happen to meet a Welsh dog. 

"Shwmae" pronounced Shoe-my means Hello 

"Cwtsh" pronounced Cootch means cuddle 

"Stedda" pronounced Stair-tha means sit 

I hope you will find these just what you need! 

P.S. My dog is now able to ignore me in two different languages! 



 

WHO AM IW  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO  

ON HER th BIRTHDAY 

 

 

Maisie is a Life Member of NODC, and 
when I first joined the Club she was in 
charge of the canteen. 
 
She became a Life Member in 1978 and her 
husband Merv was a senior instructor. 
 
I know that they were at the Club when 
there was no clubhouse, just a tent put up 
weekly on the oval. 

In the early days they cooked hot dogs in the canteen and on Trial days they made 
sandwiches and did all the catering themselves. I am not sure when they stopped 
coming to the Club but we still send Maisie “The Howler” and I am told she enjoys 
reading it.  
 
There are still a few of us around who remember her and would like to congratulate 
her on this major birthday. The photograph above is one that I received at 
Christmas. On behalf of NODC we congratulate her on her wonderful birthday. 

By Judi Hillyear 



 

Name Dog name Breed 

Lucas & Silvana Usher Daisy Border Collie 

Tim Fulton Tilly Labrador 

Nicole & Peter Tighe Jewel Border Collie 

Yvonne Campbell River White Swiss Shepherd 

James Beavis     

Kristina Little Raffy Bordoodle 

Henry Wright     

Kellie Anne Jones Maggie Toy Poodle 

Aaron & Meredith Brown Baxter Labrador 

Sophie Shelton Ronnie Boston Terrier X Staffordshire 

Tom Myers     

Antonio Chirico Luna German Shepherd 

Tania Nathanielsz Hudson Sheepadoodle 

Scott Haselden Russell Collie 

James Cimino Skype Border Collie 

Karen Johnson Roxy Golden Retriever 

Louise Parsons     

Michael & Sharne Wheaton Annie Whippet 

Kailey Paterson Banjo Beagle X 

Caroline Ondracek Luna English Staffordshire Terrier 

Louis Tsconis     

Tara Wilson Zoe Mastiff X 

Tully Firmin     

Karen Shortall Dakota American Stafforshire 

Rowena & Wayne Murraylee Buddy Labrador 

Karen Harman Scout Border Collie 

Jake Burns Lola Weimarner 

Kellie Meehan     

Natalie Brockway Percy Shihtzu X Poodle 

Andrew Gray Abby Golden Retriever 

Wendy Dixon Bear Schipperke 

Nelwaine Melchor Mavis Labrador 

Lynette Xerri Ruby English Staffordshire Terrier 

Mic Pianta Luna Cavoodle 

Lauren Watts Harlow Siberian Husky 

Darren Farrell     

Andrew Nicoll Shelby   

Gayle Dawson     

Tugba & Daniel Scully Fig Golden Retriever 

Christine & Georgia Hartwig Alfie Cocker Spaniel 

Lolita Enua Coco B Staffordshire X 

Ange Chaves Max Golden Retriever 

Billy Chaves     

Liam Prescott Charlie Standard Poodle 

Brittany Veitch     

Michael Daffey Kelly Cattle Dog X 

Duminda Goonetillake     

John Clarke Luna Spoodle 

Karen Slatterie     

James & Sarah Charles Simba Labrador 

Colin Charles     

Kate Cornelius Cat Labrador 
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David Cornelius     

Baris Koc Chisel Border Collie 

Kate Jarvis     

Steven & Rhiannon Cudrig Heidi Cavoodle X Chihuahua 

James Crotti Winnie Kelpir X Border Collie 

Amanda Ly Chole Pembroke Welsh Corgi 

Daniel Friedman     

Matt & Melissa Leffanue Max Labrador 

Mandy Newson Leo Jak Russell X Pug 

Angela Wetton Indi Nova Scotia Duck Toller Retriever 

Stuart Hoysted Basil Labrador 

Tom Wood Dagless (Dag) Schnauzer X Poodle 

Maddy Northey     

Dean, Victoria & Freya Morris Hurley Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier 

Tim Birmingham Lucifer Dobermann 

Ashleigh Magro Harper Dobermann 

Sandra Kapitelli Luna Labradoodle 

Suzane De Neefe Harry Whippet 

Gemma & Abbie Sutton Bear Cavoodle 

Heather Turlano Walter Groodle 

Tyson Densley     

Deborah Stephens Lilly Bicheon X Malltese 

Vincent & Rachel Solomon Gillan American Cocker Spaniel 

Amy & Adam Wiesner Dane Dane X Dobermann 

Justine Howard Fitz Golden Retriever 

Kevin Hooper     

Martino Arazzica Holly German Shepherd Dog 

Matt Wooles Chloe Labradoodle 

Samantha Stacey Hugo Spoodle 

Mark Jackson Leroy English Staffordshire Terrier 

Linda & Sarah Jackson Sadie English Staffordshire Terrier 

Seonne Frost Pippa Labrador 

Paul Hutton Ned Whippet 

Anna Feery     

Gillian, Sienna & Leila Alpaslan Millie Miniature Schnauzer 

Rod Johnston Zeus Kelpie 

April Homewood Louis Border Collie 

Benjamin McRae     

Susan Marazita Dusty Cavoodle 

Lloyd Hanmer Lucy Cocker Spaniel X Poodle 

Ties Urie Pablo Pointer X 

Zi La     

Keith Greer Dusty King Charles Spaniel X 

Jonathan Morpeth Alfie Cocker Spaniel 

Xavier Millis Astrid Labrador 

Kiran Money     

Janine & David Thomson Syd Australian Terrier 

Gabriele Rigato Sam German Shorthaired Pointer 

Julia Tricarico     

Vos Wieger Tomba Kelpie X 

Rui Seguchi     

Duncan Henderson Juno Golden Retriever 

Ella Hodgins     

Jenny Bicknell Zeus Dobermann 
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Monica Strong Bucky Border Collie X 

Max Robinson     

Amy Edwards Luna Whippet 

Meg Harris Abby Labrador 

Daniel & Rachel Rossitto Frankie Miniature Daschund 

Ella Adams Walnut Whippet 

Stuart Day     

Cameron Macrae Ragnar Australian Bulldog 

Naomi Macrae     

Brenda Williams Bing Beagle X 

Jack Wyatt Sparrow King Charles Spaniel 

Shaun Bright Milo English Springer Spaniel 

Olivia Grabau     

Eden Jordan Jada Rottweiler 

Leo Fan Happy Border Collie 

Nick Taylor Bailey Border Collie 

Sarah Taylor Ollie Rough Collie 

Paul & Kim Turner Hazel English Bull Terrier 

Sejal & Jesse Kendal Billie Boxer X 

Mark Pangrazio Benny Tibetan Terrier 

Catherine O'Keefe     

CLASS PROMOTIONS – CONGRATULATIONS 

February Handler Dogs Name Class 

10-Feb-19 Kosta & Jim Liontos Benji P-1 

10-Feb-19 Holly Bailey-Tait Kingston 2-3 

10-Feb-19 Carolin Darmanin Hansel 2-3 

10-Feb-19 Belinda Hudson Dusty 2-3 

10-Feb-19 Andrew Farrugia Maggie 1-2 

10-Feb-19 Suzanne Alexander Bella 1-2 

10-Feb-19 Jessica Starr Kiara 1-2 

10-Feb-19 Lorenzo Inserra Ned 1-2 

10-Feb-19 Gavin Wills Odie 1-2 

10-Feb-19 John Vu Eggsy 1-2 

10-Feb-19 Mariella Berry Locky 1-2 

10-Feb-19 Evy Tano Nigel 1-2 

10-Feb-19 Jenny Guadagnuolo Basil 3-4 

10-Feb-19 Adreas Menschke Kevin 3-4 

10-Feb-19 Aloga Tomsic Bonza 3-4 

10-Feb-19 Theresa O'Mahoney Doza 3-4 

10-Feb-19 Jessica Farrell Brindle 3-4 

17-Feb-19 Tara & Tully Wilson Zoe P-1 

17-Feb-19 Travis Truter Millie P-1 

17-Feb-19 Carol Driscoll Winter 1-2 

17-Feb-19 Julieane Guerrisi Ceres 1-2 

17-Feb-19 Amanda Ly Chloe P-1 

20-Feb-19 Joshua Scerri Bella 1-2 

20-Feb-19 John Goodwin Jaxson 1-2 

24-Feb-19 John Starford Ruby 4-5 

24-Feb-19 Tim Whiting Archie 2-3 

24-Feb-19 Yoko Takayama Wasabi 2-3 
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24-Feb-19 Lauren Tomlin Olive 2-3 

24-Feb-19 Sharon Mcleod Ella 2-3 

  
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! 

Congratulations to all the handlers and dogs who have passed into the next class. Keep up your regular training and 
you will be amazed at how quickly you will progress through the classes.  

If you experience difficulty with a particular exercise speak to your Instructor. They will be only too happy to assist 
you in overcoming the problem or they will direct you to someone who will be able to give you advice. 
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Name Dog name Breed 
Scott Kinnade Dom Greyhound 

Vicky Jones Pegy English Staffordshire Terrier 

Alojz Tomsic Bonza Jack Russell Terrier X 

Anthony & Noah D'Amico Harvey Labradoodle 

Lorenzo Defrancesco Percy Cane Corso 

Gina Defrancesco Terra Mastiff X 

Cameron Boykett Luna Portugese Water Dog 

Adrian Gugliotta Mala Chichuaha 

Maja Stojanovska     

Ann & Eric Staberhofer Coco Bordoodle 

Laura Donaldson Ernie Groodle 

Brendan McKeegan     

Dorothy Cheung Ollie Spoodle 

Luke, Amber & Jayden Barry     

Geena Huynh Axel Sharpei 

Kaylene Phan     

Patrick Warfield Kombu Mastiff X 

Ai Tomizawa     

Lydia McAleer Murphy Groodle 

Dianne Privtera Charlie Moodle 

Stephen Hughes     
 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 2019 
All Committee Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month, starting at 7:00 pm. 

All Instructors’ Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month, after classes are completed. 

7 April Changing to Standard Training Times – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.  

17 April Pre-Easter Wednesday night – NO TRAINING 

21 April Easter Sunday – NO TRAINING  

3 – 5 May Dog Lovers Show, Royal Exhibiiton Building 

14 May 7:00pm Clubhouse, Separation Anxiety Presentation Dr Diane van Rooy 

19 May Million Paws Walk RSPCA.  

9 June Queens Birthday Weekend – NO TRAINING  

23 June Obedience & Rally Trial – Broadmeadows Obedience Club*.  

6 & 7 July Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Geelong Obedience Club*.  

3 & 4 August State Obedience Trial & Obedience Dog of the Year – Dogs Victoria.  

25 August Entries close for Northern Obedience Trial.  

8 September Northern Obedience Trial – NO TRAINING  

8 September Obedience & Rally Trials x2 – Northern Obedience Club*.  

21 September Obedience Trial – Royal Melbourne Show.  

27 September Doggie Day Out – Kepala Pet Resort.  

29 September Obedience & Rally Trial – Melton Obedience Club*.  

1 October 2020 membership renewals due.  

19 October Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Werribee Obedience Club*.  

27 October Obedience & Rally Trial – Macedon Ranges Obedience Club*.  

3 November Melbourne Cup Weekend – NO TRAINING  

4 November Applications close for end of year trophies.  

16 November Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Club*.  

17 November Obedience & Rally Trial – Northcote Obedience Club*.  

24 November Annual General Meeting and Trophy Presentation. (All Classes at 10:00am)  

1 December Last day of training.  

1 December Obedience & Rally Trial – Croydon and District Obedience Dog Club.  

8 December Christmas Break Up – Games Day for dogs and humans.  

2 Feb 2020 Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am.  

*Club sash donated 
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Class Exercises  

Puppies (8 weeks to 24 weeks) 
No exercises are tested for promotion to 
next class: 

 Socialisation with all puppies on lead; 

 Retrieve on the flat on lead; 

 Recall on lead; 

 Puppy push up 

 Heeling on a short lead; 

 Examination of Puppy; 

 Stays; 

 Games, Q&A Session. 

Class 2 
Exercises tested for promotion to next class: 

 All Class One exercises plus: 

 Heel slow pace; 

 Right turn; 

 Recall on lead dog to sit in front of the 
handler; 

 Stand Stay; 

 Stand for Examination (handler in front)  
(Food may be used as a lure.); 

 Drop from Sit (beside and in front of 
handler).  

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat (on lead); 

 Dog Introduction. 

Class 4 (Community Companion Dog) 
Exercises tested for promotion to next class: 

 All Class 3 exercises plus, 

 Heel on lead with lead in the left hand; 

 Small amount of heeling off lead; 

 All stays off lead (when dog is reliable, long 
lead if not) (Sit 1 minute Down 3 minutes); 

 Recall and return to dog. 

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat off lead; 

 Drop from the Stand position (handler in 
front of dog); 

 Finish to the recall; 

 Ring Craft. 

Class 1 
Exercises tested for promotion to  
next class: 

 Heel normal pace; 

 Sit; 

 Stand (alongside handler); 

 Right-about Turn; 

 Sit Stay (complete exercise); 

 Recall on lead (Dog does not have to sit) 

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat (on lead); 

 Drop. 

Class 3 
Exercises tested for promotion to next class: 

 All Class Two exercises plus: 

 Heel fast pace; 

 Heel in figure 8 including sits; 

 Automatic sit; 

 Drop while heeling; 

 Left turn and Left about turn. (both 
methods); 

 Stand for examination (handler in front.) 
(Food may be used only as a reward.); 

 All stays progressing to lead on ground  
(Sit 30 sec Down 1 minute) 

 Finish to recall on lead; 

 Recall off lead dog; dog to sit in front. 

Other exercises to be taught but not tested: 

 Retrieve on the flat on lead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 5 (Novice) 
Exercises tested for promotion to next 
class: 

 All Class Four exercises plus, 

 Heel free; 

 Recall off lead (complete exercise 12 
metres); 

 All stays off lead if reliable.  
(Sit 1 minute down 3 minutes); 

 Stand for examination off lead; 

 Retrieve on the flat. 

Other exercises to be taught but not 
tested: 

 Commence high & broad jumps; 

 Ring Craft. 
 

Class 6  
Full Open Program 
 
Class 7  
Full UD Program 
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How the dog became the dog; from wolves to our best friends  
by Mark Derr. Scribe Publications 2012  

 

This book examines the man/dog relationship and the recognition that two species 

shared characteristics that made a partnership advantageous to both. They both lived 

and hunted as family units and cooperation was essential to their survival.  

 

It uses recent scientific research and genetic analysis to track the domestication of the 

wolf starting around 15,000 BC in Central Asia. The dog relationship with humans 

remained different from that of other domesticated animals because of their utility and 

emotional appeal.  

 

The first agreed upon dog from the Middle East is a small dog interred with its master 

about 12,500 years ago at Mallaha. As communities settled and became more farmers 

than hunters, the dog changed from large mastiffs guarding dogs to include small dogs 

with broader shortened noses. Herding dogs were creations of animal husbandry and 

this came later than sight hounds and guard dogs.  

 

Most important was what a dog did rather than what it looked like. However the advent 

of breed standards which describe the physical and behavioural characteristics and the 

maintaining of a studbook showing the pedigree of each animal in its direct lineage 

began to change this.  

 

The first recorded dog show was held in England and the Kennel Club was formed in 

1873 giving rise to the pedigreed dog as opposed to “curs”- mongrels or cross breeds.  

 

Since the advent of “scientific” breeding, meaning the extensive use of favoured sire 

and inbreeding, loss of diversity has risen to 38%.  

 

Reading this very detailed and comprehensive book was rather like a dog sniffing down 

a trail - you are not sure where it is heading then suddenly everything becomes clear. It 

also makes a good partner to my second choice.  

BookEnz 
 

Northern Obedience Dog Club is fortunate to have 

a Committee member, Jenny Guadagnuolo, who 

is a librarian by profession and has volunteered to 

provide reviews of books relating to dogs of 

interest to Members. 

 

The first two of these are detailed in this issue. 

By Jennifer Guadagnuolo 
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The dogs that made Australia 

by Guy Hull. Bolinda Audio 2018 

 

This book is a history of and tribute to the breeds that contributed to the economic and 

social development of Australia. These including the Kangaroo dog, Hall’s Heelers, 

Timmin’s Biters and the Australian Koolie.  

 

It is also a clear headed analysis of the treatment handed out to our own native dog the 

Dingo and the effect this has had on the Australian environment. Without the dog the 

BookEnz 
 

Continued 

 

Both books look at the growth of the man/dog relationship with Guy Hulls’ book giving a 

closer analysis of the history of Australian breeds.  

 

I would recommend listening to Guy Hull reading his book, published as an audiobook 

by Bolinda. Moreland Libraries has both titles. 

It is sometimes a shocking history - the early history of 

Tasmania is cruel and destructive for both man and beast. 

While our dogs were amazing contributors , they were not 

given the respect and appreciation they deserved.  

 

If you have a working dog, the book offers insights into their 

behaviour and recognition of their amazing skills and 

willingness to partner with humans.  

 

The book also examines our history through events and 

attitudes that are dog related - it is an often surprising but 

always authentic view of our past. 

 

early settlement at Botany Bay would not have survived.  

Kangaroo meat was an essential contribution to the 

sparse diet of the colony.  

 

The first genuine Australian breed, the Kangaroo Dog, 

helped to stave off starvation using its canine 

collaborative hunting skills. When cattle and sheep 

replaced the unfortunate roo, it was of no further use and 

passed into history.  

 

The development of the cattle dogs such as the Hall’s 

Heeler and the Timmin’s Biter made management of 

cattle farming possible and the herding dogs such as the 

Kelpie and Border Collie, developed for tough Australian 

conditions, were a major contributor to the success of the 

wool industry. 
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

 

                                                                         Dr Peter Dapiran  

 
 

 In Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, a dog has been sitting by the side of the road for three 

months waiting for its owner to return. It seems that its owner was killed at this spot in 

a car accident. Chinese social media is grieving. People are feeding the dog. The video 

has gone viral. 

 Meanwhile, at the other end of the world, another dog has been waiting for its carers. 

Madison, an Anatolian Shepherd cross, has been waiting beside the fire ruins of its 

house after the owners had to flee the Californian wild fires. An animal rescuer spotted 

Madison and fed and watered him until the owners were allowed to return. The fires 

have killed 88 people. 

 Remember Wile E. Coyote in the Roadrunner cartoons? Well, he doesn’t always lose. In 

Vancouver, Canada, Ellie, a teacup Poodle, was on a walk with its owner and a friend. 

The dog ran ahead in the middle of the road when a coyote dashed out, grabbed the 

dog and ran off. No sign of the dog or coyote was found. In the middle of the day! Keep 

your dog on a lead. There are few coyotes in Essendon. 

 There is a fragment of a clay tile in a museum in Dundee, Scotland, excavated from a 

Roman fort many hundreds of years old. The tile has captured the paw print of a dog 

as it walked calmly across the soft setting clay. How magical is that? 

 Iron, a black and tan seven-month-old German Shepherd, was stolen from the front 

yard of a house in Reservoir. He might have been snatched in a white Holden ute. Keep 

a look out. 

 The driver of a car near Larrimah, Northern Territory, was tragically killed in a single-car 

accident while travelling to Cairns. Molly, his Dalmatian, bolted into the scrub after the 

accident. Molly suddenly turned up several weeks after the accident in the local 

mechanic’s workshop, a bit worse for wear. 

 Research out of the University of Gothenburg, Sweden, has found that children raised 

in a household with pets (dogs and cats) have fewer incidents of allergic problems 

such as eczema and asthma. One study tracked children from birth to 8-9 years of age. 

Allergic incidents decreased markedly with the increase in the number of pets from 

zero to 5 or more. 

 In Arkansas, USA, a policeman was investigating a complaint about a nuisance dog. 

The owner refused to go to the curb side to discuss the matter with the police. The 

policeman fired one shot at the dog, injuring it. The incident was filmed by the owner. 

The policeman was fired. The dog has undergone surgery crowd funded through the 

Internet. 

 A six-year-old boy running up a sand dune on Frazer Island, Queensland, encountered a 

pack of four dingoes. The wild dogs, protected on the island, attacked the boy inflicting 

leg wounds that necessitated airlifting the boy to the mainland. Frazer Island is home 

to about 200 pure bred dingoes. A child was killed by dingoes on the island in 2001. 

 A man, woman and girl were attacked by two dogs in Sydney. The man suffered 

multiple lacerations and went into cardiac arrest. He was airlifted to hospital. He 

needed a blood transfusion and was placed in an induced coma. The dogs have been 

impounded by police. 

 

 

Peter Dapiran 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Kepala Pet Resort, situated in tranquil countryside, provides five star luxury 

accommodations, including large grassed areas where your dog can play safely.  

Kepala Pet Resort is operated by Kevin and Pauline Lacy, family and staff. 

Visit our website for more information: http://www.kepala.com.au/ 

We invite you to visit and view our complex prior to making a booking. 

Address: 55 Edwards Rd, Diggers Rest, Victoria 3427 | Phone: (03) 9740 1272 

 

The Five Freedoms 
 

The Five Freedoms created by the UK Farm Animal 

Welfare Council provide a base from which to 

consider the welfare of any animal. 

1. Freedom from Hunger and Thirst: By ready 

access to fresh water and a diet to maintain full 

health and vigour. 

2. Freedom from Discomfort: By providing an 

appropriate environment including shelter and a 

comfortable resting area. 

3. Freedom from Pain, Injury or Disease: By 

providing appropriate preventative measures, 

along with rapid diagnosis and treatment. 

4. Freedom to Express Normal Behaviour: By 

providing for species specific requirements with 

respect to space, enrichment and social needs. 

5. Freedom from Fear and Distress: By ensuring 

species specific conditions and treatment which 

avoid mental suffering. 

 
Source:  Code of Practice for the Welfare of Dogs, Department for 

Environment Food & Rural Affairs, UK, 2018, 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uplo

ads/attachment_data/file/697953/pb13333-cop-dogs-091204.pdf   
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Contributed by Dr Peter Dapiran 

http://www.kepala.com.au/
http://www.kepala.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Obedience  

Dog Club is a  

non-profit organisation  

staffed by volunteers  

dedicated to promoting the  

training and understanding of the dog,  

so that it can be accepted as a true 

companion in our urban society. 

The Club trains people to train their dogs 

to be obedient, companionable and 

useful. The club provides you with the 

opportunity to train your dog, and the 

fact that our club and others like us exist, 

show how much interest in dog training 

as a hobby has increased. Training for 

most people can be a hobby that is 

enjoyed by both dog and owner. 

See our website for more details. 

 

 
Helping YOU train your dog! 

Northern Obedience Dog Club 

 

Looking for photos and updates?  

LIKE us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/Northern

ObedienceDogClub  
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http://www.facebook.com/NorthernObedienceDogClub

