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From the Editor

Barbara Van Meurs
The big event coming for NODC is our Obedience and Rally Trial on
8 September 2019. There will be no training on that day but it will be
very educational for all members to see competition in action. I
encourage all members to attend just to experience the event as
described by Erik Toller on Page 5.
We always need volunteers on the day to help set up and take down
the rings, assist as ring stewards, help with the BBQ and other odds
and ends that need to be done. Please let us know if you are available
to assist in any manner. Another great day is the Club’s Doggy Day Out
at Kepala on 28 September. See details on Page 4.
Before we go Howler would like to send congratulations to the Logie
Award winning cartoon series BLUEY!

President’s Podium

Leo Carroll
Some months are better than others. In
June we had a bad run as the weather
and flu season got the better of most of
us. It started with the Amanda Murcutt
presentation being deferred and then
seemed to run through other individuals.
The Lea Cogley presentation went ahead
however as planned and was well
received

The Northern Obedience Dog Club continues to grow and we need to be
clear about the Club’s objectives. NODC aspires to best practice for a
Group Dog Training community
club. aspires to best practice for a
NODC
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acknowledged that some effective
methods are not conducive to group
training. NODC HOWLER© PAGE 2
In the coming month we will have

LEA COGLEY

Clickers, Markers and Shaping in Dog Training
On 18 June 2019 Lea Cogley addressed NODC on the above
topic and its application to dog training. This was combined
with practical demonstrations which attendees found both
very informative and enjoyable. The following is a brief
outline of some parts of the presentation given, explaining
what certain terms mean.
WHAT IS A CLICKER?
The Clicker makes a unique sound, neither angry or sad,
happy or dismissive. It is a single tone or atonal.
Initially it is paired with a reinforcer – food, ball or praise.
When paired the click equals “Hey that was great I really
liked that and here comes the reinforcement”.

Lea working with Nova

SWITCH ON: No training can commence without having the
dog’s attention. Start with a simple cue e.g. “Are you ready”
in an optimistic voice. If a Judge asks if you are ready
answer “I am” or “Definitely” rather than the bridging word
“Yes”

Do not move forward until the dog is looking at you. Do not continuously chant the cue.
SWITCH OFF: “Free” or “Done”. Choose wisely and avoid “That’s it” as it rhymes with sit. Use to break
an exercise. The contention is that you are not working now but don’t go anywhere too far away. You
are free to look around and have a brain rest.
END CUE: “That will do” is the end of a training session.
Lea also went through some Misconceptions about Shaping listed by Ken Ramirez. Namely:
Targeting is not a form of Shaping.
Shaping and Free Shaping are the same thing.
Free Shaping does not rely on arrangement of the environment to achieve results.
Free Shaping is a better way to train.
Mixing Free Shaping with other techniques is wrong.
It is claimed that all of these are misconceptions.
NODC thanks Ms Cogley for this educational and informative presentation.

REMINDERS
Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between
classes, unless asked to remove it by your class instructor.
Remember to adhere to Club Rules and listen to the
instructors.
While you are at the Club you are responsible for you and your
dog’s actions. Ensure there is sufficient space between each
dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or make
another dog feel uncomfortable.

2019 ClassES

Remaining classes for Sundays
2019 start at 10am for Puppy &
“Even numbered classes”, and
11am for “Odd numbered
classes”.
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A tranquil setting for a ‘Doggie Day Out’
Come and enjoy the private dog facilities with
your dog and other Club Members.
Where:

Kepala Canine Country Club & Swim
Centre
55 Edwards Road
Diggers Rest
Phone: 03 9740 1272

When:

Saturday 28 September 2019
Time: 10:00am till 3:00pm

Activities and Equipment
4 legged friends – Use of
large grass area fully fenced
area, outdoor lagoon pool
(solar heated), agility area
and the sand run.
For Members – Sausage sizzle BBQ provided
by Northern ODC in the grounds.
Please BYO drinks. Relax and enjoy a sausage
sizzle lunch, after you have exercised your
dogs.
Cost: $20.00 per dog (includes 2 adults).
$5.00 per extra adult, children free

If you----------------------------------------------------------------------------------would like to attend this function please fill in a form provided
at the desk in the Clubhouse.
To book your place you will need to pay $20.00 per dog, plus $5.00 per extra adult.
Early booking is helpful for the organisers to arrange catering and would be appreciated.
REMEMBER THIS FUNCTION TAKES PLACE ON A SATURDAY!
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My First Rally Trial

by Erik Toller
Assisted by Pam Oliver

Hello Everyone,
This is Erik, the very old dog who helps you with your Rally work. I
am writing to encourage you to enter our Trial in a few weeks'
time.
You can do it! I know you can because I have seen your work and
you have had a lot of teaching. You are doing better than I did
when I first went to a Rally Trial. Let me tell you about that.
It was the very first Rally Trial in Melbourne. Very few people or dogs in our Agility Club knew
exactly what to do. Even so our little Club decided to enter some dogs.
Pam and I practised up with two other dogs but we didn't have proper stations on the ground
like we have now at our Club, just posts. It was very hard because we did not really know
whether we were doing the exercises correctly enough for a Trial. But we had a go which is
the main thing.
On the day, we went to Bulla. There were so many dogs in Novice that I had to wait nearly 2
hours for my run. Pam and one of the other ladies in our Club had walked through and
worked out what to do looking at the instructions as they went around.
Then at last came my turn. We got in a muddle with sit front, one step, two steps, three steps
back [No26]. I started too late on two step and Pam did an extra step so we had to retry.
Then we were going OK for a bit but got in a muddle again with the sit in the front and finish
left with a sit [No15]. I went right around Pam to 'side' on her right which I did in Agility and
again we had to retry.
I was trying to sit straight on the way around but this was new to me. I had not done much
Obedience work at that time and forgot that sit straight was important. I knew I was losing
heaps of points. Then disaster struck. We could see the end in sight. The weaves came!!
Yeah! I thought. I know the weaves from Agility. We have got this in the bag. But Pam made a
big mistake and entered the wrong way. "Oh NO! Pam!! Wrong way", I said. No more retries
left and we were sunk. But never mind it was fun and we had had a go.
The next time we did well and got our first
Pass! Soon I had my Title. So all you
youngsters out there. Have a good talk with
your owners. You know your work well but
your owners don't always see that you do
such a terrific job. Get them to study up and
come to Rally and I will help you. Support
our Trial. You never know you might get a
ribbon and a pass!
Your friend
Erik

This is a picture of me waiting for Pam to set up Rally at
home. I love to do it inside when it is raining!
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Written by Glyn Burnup and Cheryl Yeoh

Babies, Children and Dogs
Can you believe that we are half way through the year, it’s mid-Winter and the magnolias are already in
bloom. Well done to all of you who have persevered in the cold and wet to get your dogs out and about
to give them every chance to develop their skills to become lovable members of our community.
This past month has been a very sad one as there have been several incidents concerning dogs and
their owners. It’s a very sharp reminder that humans and dogs are two different species and we must
never assume that dogs understand every situation they find themselves in. With this as a prompt, I
have decided to do an article taking you back to basic common sense protocols to use in introducing
dogs into our households. In addition Frances Hammer includes extra behavioural advice.
I have been assisted in this by Cheryl Yeoh who is experiencing firsthand how to safely integrate two
dogs, two cats, and one brand new baby into a safe and joyful household. The main tip is, start the
integration well and truly before baby comes into the world.
Some tips for introducing babies to dogs are:


Make changes to the environment well before the
arrival of baby, for example, if your dog is no
longer allowed access to every room, if changes
are required to their sleeping arrangements, or if
your dogs are indoor dogs and they have to
transition into becoming outdoor dogs, all these
new rules will take time and patience to establish.
 Change routines or mix up the times because a
new baby will no longer allow you to feed, walk or
Sookie watching baby Riley play; she sleeps
near him and enjoys the sunshine
play with your dogs at/around the same time
each day.
 Organise your car to accommodate both baby and pets.
 Walk your dog with an empty pram to help it get used to new equipment.
 Slowly add furniture (e.g., cot) and barriers (e.g. baby gates) ahead of time to give your dog time
to get used to it instead of introducing too many new things all at once.
 Bring a blanket or piece of clothing with the baby’s smell for dogs to sniff before baby is brought
home to help dogs understand a new being is entering the home.
 Let mum enter first without baby to let dogs get
their excitement out from not seeing her for a
few days, then let dad enter with baby. Allow
dogs to sniff and lick baby’s unwrapped feet at
their own relaxed pace with your positive
reinforcement and praise. Don’t force them if
they don’t want to!
 Continue your daily training with basic
commands whenever possible!
I cannot stress and emphasise enough the importance
of ALWAYS supervising your baby or child when pets
are around

Moose out for a walk with pram and giving baby
a sniff test for milky treats.
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CONTINUED

Are Dogs Good for Babies and Children?
Dogs are recognised as valuable members of the family and are frequently already in the home before a
baby comes along or are present in someone else’s home that you visit. In our society, we deeply prize
this close bond with our pets, and we want the benefits of a family pet for our children.
Unfortunately, not all childhood experiences with pets are positive ones and research clearly shows that
children in the 0-4 age bracket are at the greatest risk of hospitalisation for dog attack injuries.
Research identifies that 80% of these dog attacks happen in the family home or that of a family member
or friend. Children are most often bitten by their own dog or one known to them.
A Government initiative called The Responsible Pet Ownership Program has a downloadable booklet
neatly packaged as follows: Introduction, Preparation, The first 6 months, Supervise or Separate,
Understanding our Dogs (and Cats) and Behaviour Modification. It is a good guide to send to wary or
conflicted family members and you can access it here: www.wearefamily.vic.gov.au.
In addition, below is a supervision diagram supplied by Jennifer Shryock from the Dog & Baby
Support Hotline of FamilyPaws.com for Creating dog aware generations in communities worldwide.

From a welfare point of view, we are experiencing a large number of pets, particularly cats, being
relinquished to welfare shelters, with owners citing the arrival of a new baby as the reason. Many of
these relinquishments are based on inaccurate information depriving both children and pets of a
potentially long and happy relationship.
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CONTINUED
The Victorian State Government website has a wealth of information under Pets which deals with all
aspects of pet ownership. Here is a brief excerpt…







Pets teach responsibility. Children learn about caring for a living being and the importance of
providing pets with food, water and exercise.
Pets aid childhood development. Pets help children develop nurturing and social skills.
Developing positive feelings about pets can improve self-esteem and help children develop verbal
communication and compassion.
Pets are a friend to children. Children turn to pets and often refer to their family pet as their 'best
friend.'
Pets teach life lessons. Pets are often the first experience a child has with death and grieving.
Pets are fun. Pets provide unconditional love and affection. Children who walk the family dog
have the added benefit of extra physical activity.

Parents are the first and most influential educators in their child's life journey. Teaching your child about
the joys and responsibilities of pet ownership begins from an early age as they learn from your
interaction and the way you nurture and guide their experiences with their pets.

Cultural Awareness about Dogs in the Community
A second issue worth bringing to the fore is the different cultural understandings people have of the
place of dogs in society. Countries like Canada, the United States, Europe, and Japan have similar views
as Australia with dogs treated as beloved pets… affectionately known as Fur Babies or Fur Kids.
We give our fur babies special food, not scraps; dog beds that rival human beds; matching leads and
collars. Ever expanding businesses are based on grooming, health care and accessories. For when our
fur babies cross over the rainbow bridge, funeral services and pet cemeteries are a necessity now.
Across the world we use dogs to help in the workplace be it herding, sniffing out drugs, explosives or
people. Dogs are used to assist us in ever-increasing areas of daily life … seeing eye dogs, therapy dogs,
dogs in schools and courts to name a few. Our history is full of stories of the loyal companion.
In some cultures however, it is not like that and dogs are perceived differently as in Korea and Vietnam
where dogs are viewed as a food source, which can be very confronting when travelling. Don’t forget that
this is a cultural difference not a moral one, we eat animals, just different ones.
In India dogs roam around in packs eating what they find but are also fed by anyone who chooses to put
out food. These dogs pose a significant health risk as they are not wormed and many carry rabies so it is
understandable that stray street dogs in any country should be avoided.
In May this year a young Norwegian tourist died from rabies
after playing with a pup in the Philippines. Given the danger
these dogs are to small children and adults alike many cultures
have a very logical reason for being very uncomfortable with
being close to them.
In certain Islamic cultures, dogs are thought to be an unholy
and unclean animal. Dog owners can be arrested and put in jail
just for owning and walking a dog. Hunting dogs, however, are
highly prized. So please be considerate when walking your dog
and be aware of who is sharing the walkway.
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CONTINUED
When sitting in your favourite coffee shop remember that not everybody is as relaxed as you about your
dog. Engage in conversation… “Hello are you OK with my dog near you or should I move it to the other
side of the table?” To someone at the door… “Are you OK with dogs or would you be more comfortable if I
put the dog in its crate?”
As parents, it is also our responsibility to ensure our children are respectful of other people’s dogs. It is
important for a child to learn to ask for permission to pet someone else’s dog every time, even if it is a
familiar and friendly dog. Only the owner knows whether his or her dog is particularly sensitive that day or
perhaps, the owner is not comfortable with the unintentional movements by a child.
It is an opportunity for parents to explain to children that dogs are not the same as humans, even though
we anthropomorphise our dogs, and different rules are to be used when handling dogs.
Be sensitive to the situation that you and your dog are in and enjoy its company.

Glyn Burnup and Cheryl Yeoh

WELL INFORMED STAFFIE

by Denise Gardner
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When You See a Dog in a Yellow Space Jacket

Waiting for dinner
Waiting for Dinner
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Name

Dog name

Breed

Joseph Blanck
Meagan Short
Danielle & Bradley Sammut
Leigh Kinrade
Grace Baliviera
Ting Chuang
Adrian Lam
John Kavanagh
Nick Gunn
Geoffrey Pinner
Liam Cooney
Sev Yoreci
Kathleen Matthews-Ward
Clare Matthews

Goodie

Bull Terrier

Coco
Toby

Labradoodle
Border Collie

Peppercorn

Miniature Schnauzer

Bonnie
Rudy
Ruby
Rex
Tarchin
Jack
Lily

Beagle
German Shorthaired Pointer
Labrador
Beagle
Labrador
Kelpie X
Fox Terrier X

Joseph Matthews
Christopher Davey-Greene
Aviva Same
Caterina Sottile
Alessandra Sottile
Nathan Zammit
Jenny McDonald
Jenny McDonald
Cherie Arnold
Chris Cano
Paige Ramage
Susan Boggon
Paul Gellatly
Millie Gellatly
Harry Boning
Larni Ciego
Joanna Paula Estrellado
Casey Thompson
Michelle Jackel
Isabella Vlahogianis
Adam Bottcher
Liam & Tane Rowe
Abraham Elsayed
Eman Allache
Sally Healey
Ashley Whittaker
Miled Abdallah
Keisha Thavaseelan
Gary Cooper
Bella Bartlett
Jordyn & George Vasiliadis
Kirsty Lee Wakelin
Ben Lee
Stefano & Stephanie Pruna
Erica Dunstan
Bryan Llaneza
Stefanie Iverson
Chris Tarran
Helen Thalassinos
Rebecca & Cherylanne Campbell

Ralph
Mu

Jack Russell X Corgi
Italian Greyhound

Sofia

Cavoodle

Brandy
Teddy
Wally
Gizmo
Shadow

Britsh Bulldog
Miniature Schnauzer
Golden Retriever
Shish Tzu X
Labrador X

Lola
Pepper

Maltese X Shihtzu X Poodle
Labrador

Roger
Archie
Chief

Labrador
Pugalier
Australian Bulldog

Daphne
Carter
Charlie
Billy
Dexter

Tibetan Spaniel
German Shepherd Dog
Whippet
Spoodle
German Shepherd Dog

Woofa
Corona
Shaq
Jet
Obi

Red Heeler
Spoodle
German Shepherd Dog
Staffordshire Bull Terrier
Border Collie

Coda
Savera

Groodle
Australian Shepherd

Obi Wan
Rex
Tatz
Akira
Panda
Pepe
Franklin

Dachshund
Jack Russell Terrier
Pug
American Staffordshirte Terrier
Pug
Pug X
Golden Retriever X Labrador
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Zoe & Ally Kartsidimas
Tali Bernard
Elena & John Hili
Aniruddh Narasimha
Prarthana Karanth
Cameron Miller
Clara Toprosa
Penny Boyce
Olivia Lac
Sylvia Lac
Terrence & Sarah Dixon
David Cerra
Lee-Ann Parker
Megan Harris
Lily Cathcart
Ellie Monaghan
David Hudson
Peng Tan
Harish Narayanan
Richard Gallina
Betty Chen
Chloe Patterson
Lachlan Devlin
Tonie Zoccali
Crystal Carmuciano
Cassandra Van
John Riordan
Kate Thomas
Lucy Wilson
Quentin Launay
Caroline Shek
Rebecca Koutscumidis
Dimitri Koutscumidis
Catherine Lucas
Isaac Moores
Maria Avgeropoulos
Josh Rowell
Laura Oliver
Danny Simpson
Sarah MacDonald
Michelle Drayton
Richard Ygarza
Catherine Palpalo

Mindy
Marlo
Barney
Slate

Cavoodle
Spoodle
Spoodle
Weimaraner X

Macy

Rottweiler

Roger
Milo
Gigi
Albie
Nero
Jazzie
Hugo

Golden Retriever X Labrador
Cavoodle
Japanese Spitz
Border Collie
Border Terrier
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
Dalmation

Ruby

Bernese Mountain Dog

Buster
Teddy
Bowie

French Bulldog
Poodle X Bichon Frise
Welsh Corgi (Pembroke)

Chillie

Rhodesian Ridgeback

Leiah
Piper
Rooney

Swiss White Shepherd
Border Collie X Poodle
Groodle

Alby
Freddie
Leyla

Border Collie
Spoodle
German Shorthaired Pointer

Mac
Gene
Nara

Boxer
Rottweiler
Whippet

Rudi
Ella
Sasha
Beau

Miniature Dachshund
Rhodesian Ridgeback X Border Collie
American Staffordshirte Terrier
Labrador X Golden Retriever

Suki
Bella

Labrador X Kelpie X Staffy
Kelpie
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CLASS PROMOTIONS – CONGRATULATIONS
June
2-Jun-19
2-Jun-19
16-Jun-19
16-Jun-19
16-Jun-19
19-Jun-19
23-Jun-19
23-Jun-19
23-Jun-19
23-Jun-19
23-Jun-19
23-Jun-19
23-Jun-19
23-Jun-19
30-Jun-19
30-Jun-19
30-Jun-19
30-Jun-19
3-Jul-19
7-Jul-19
7-Jul-19
7-Jul-19
7-Jul-19
7-Jul-19
7-Jul-19
7-Jul-19
7-Jul-19
7-Jul-19

Handler
Melissa & Matt
Leffanue
Rui Seguchi
Kate Thomas
Emma Brown
Andrew Nicoll
Ashleigh Magro
John Kavanagh
Sandra Glass
Adrien Cavedon
Veronica Hewitt
Suzanne Deneefe
Kaye Allan
Cardin Darmanin
Eden Jordan
Amy Edwards
Monica Strong
Sherry Perryman
Eloise Healey
Mariella Berry
Fiona Webster
Nicole Barker
Jenny McDonald
Alex Pyior
Rod Lindus
Gayle Dawson
Sarah Charles
James Charles
Sandra Kapitelli

Dogs Name

Class

Max

P-1

Tomba
Alby
Stella
Shelby
Lucifer
Bonnie
Lune
Bernie
Charlie
Harry
Zee
Hansel
Jada
Luna
Buckky
Cira
Penny
Locky
Teddy
Gruff
Teddy
Odie
Tyson
Shelby
Simba
Simba
Luna

1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
P-1
4-5
4-5
2-3
1-2
3-4
3-4
P-1
2-3
2-3
2-3
2-3
2-3
2-3
2-3
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!
Congratulations to all the handlers and dogs who have passed into the next class.
Keep up your regular training and you will be amazed at how quickly you will
progress through the classes.
If you experience difficulty with a particular exercise speak to your Instructor.
They will be only too happy to assist you in overcoming the problem or they will
direct you to someone who will be able to give you advice.
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SEEN AROUND THE GROUNDS
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 2019
All Committee Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month, starting at 7:00 pm.
All Instructors’ Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month, after classes are completed.
13 August

7:00pm Tuesday, Diane van Rooy, “Behaviour Problems v Problem Behaviour”

8 September

Northern Obedience Trial – NO TRAINING

8 September

Obedience & Rally Trials x2 – Northern Obedience Club*.

21 September

Obedience Trial – Royal Melbourne Show.

28 September

Doggie Day Out – Kepala Pet Resort.

29 September

Obedience & Rally Trial – Melton Obedience Club*.

1 October

2020 membership renewals due.

19 October

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Werribee Obedience Club*.

27 October

Obedience & Rally Trial – Macedon Ranges Obedience Club*.

3 November

Melbourne Cup Weekend – NO TRAINING

4 November

Applications close for end of year trophies.

16 November

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Club*.

17Name
November

Obedience & Rally TrialDog
– Northcote
Club*.
nameObedience Breed

Scott
KinnadeAnnual General Meeting
Dom
Greyhound
24
November
and Trophy Presentation.
(All Classes at 10:00am)
Jones Last day of training.
1 Vicky
December

Pegy
English Staffordshire Terrier
Alojz Tomsic
Bonza
Jack Russell Terrier X
1 December
Obedience & Rally Trial – Croydon and District Obedience Dog Club.
Anthony & Noah D'Amico
Harvey
Labradoodle
8 Lorenzo
DecemberDefrancesco
Christmas Break Up – Games
Day
for
dogs
and
humans.
Percy
Cane Corso
2 Gina
Feb 2020
Classes recommence. Summer
am – 11:00
Defrancesco
Terra training times 9:00Mastiff
X am.
Cameron
Luna
Portugese Water Dog
*Club
sash Boykett
donated
Adrian Gugliotta
Mala
Chichuaha
Maja Stojanovska
Winter Newsletter
Ann & Eric Staberhofer
Coco
Bordoodle
Laura Donaldson
Ernie
Groodle
A German Shepherd, a Doberman and a cat died and went to heaven.... All three are
Brendan
McKeegan
faced
with God
who wants to know what they believe in.
Dorothy Cheung
Ollie
Spoodle
Luke,
Amber
& Jayden
Barry
The
German
Shepherd
says,
“I believe in discipline, training and loyalty to my master.”
“Good,”
God. “Then sit down on Axel
my right side.”
Geenasays
Huynh
Sharpei
Kaylene Phan
God
then Warfield
says to the Doberman, “What
do you believe in?” Mastiff
The Doberman
answers, ‘I
Patrick
Kombu
X
believe
in the love, care and protection of my master.” “Ah,” said God. “You must sit to
Ai Tomizawa
my
left.”McAleer
Lydia
Murphy
Groodle
Dianne Privtera
Charlie
Moodle
Then he looks at the cat and asks, “And what do you believe in?” The cat answers, “I
Stephen Hughes
believe you’re sitting in my seat”

SheppVet Joke -

Contributed by Judi Hillyear
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Class Exercises
Puppies (8 weeks to 24 weeks)
No exercises are tested for promotion to
next class:
 Socialisation with all puppies on lead;
 Retrieve on the flat on lead;
 Recall on lead;
 Puppy push up
 Heeling on a short lead;
 Examination of Puppy;
 Stays;
 Games, Q&A Session.

Class 1
Exercises tested for promotion to
next class:
 Heel normal pace;
 Sit;
 Stand (alongside handler);
 Right-about Turn;
 Sit Stay (complete exercise);
 Recall on lead (Dog does not have to sit)
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Drop.

Class 2
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class One exercises plus:
 Heel slow pace;
 Right turn;
 Recall on lead dog to sit in front of the
handler;
 Stand Stay;
 Stand for Examination (handler in front)
(Food may be used as a lure.);
 Drop from Sit (beside and in front of
handler).
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Dog Introduction.

Class 3
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class Two exercises plus:
 Heel fast pace;
 Heel in figure 8 including sits;
 Automatic sit;
 Drop while heeling;
 Left turn and Left about turn. (both
methods);
 Stand for examination (handler in front.)
(Food may be used only as a reward.);
 All stays progressing to lead on ground
(Sit 30 sec Down 1 minute)
 Finish to recall on lead;
 Recall off lead dog; dog to sit in front.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat on lead.

Class 4 (Community Companion Dog)
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class 3 exercises plus,
 Heel on lead with lead in the left hand;
 Small amount of heeling off lead;
 All stays off lead (when dog is reliable, long
lead if not) (Sit 1 minute Down 3 minutes);
 Recall and return to dog.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat off lead;
 Drop from the Stand position (handler in
front of dog);
 Finish to the recall;
 Ring Craft.

Class 5 (Novice)
Exercises tested for promotion to next
class:
 All Class Four exercises plus,
 Heel free;
 Recall off lead (complete exercise 12
metres);
 All stays off lead if reliable.
(Sit 1 minute down 3 minutes);
 Stand for examination off lead;
 Retrieve on the flat.
Other
to be taught but not
Class exercises
6
tested:
Full Open Program
 Commence high & broad jumps;
Class
7 Craft.
 Ring
Full UD Program
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BookEnz

Reviews by Jennifer Guadagnuolo

101 Dog Tricks, Kids Edition: Fun and Easy Activities, Games, and Crafts
Paperback – July 1, 2014

by Kyra Sundance (Author)

This book means that kids really can train dogs to do tricks. The book contains easy games and crafts
including brain games with step-by- step photos, training tips and techniques to help parents involve
their children in training the family dog. Games are graded from easy to advanced and the format is
fun and colourful.
What’s Your Dog Teaching You? (Life Lessons From Canine Friends) by Martin McKenna.
The author believes that dogs hold the key to human happiness and wellbeing, based on his own story
as a street kid in Garryowen Ireland whose life changed when he shared it with a pack of strays in an
old hay barn. In this book he runs through the many lessons dogs can teach us but be warned not
everyone is up to the task of learning from their dog!
Dogs In Action; Working Dogs And Their Stories by Maria Alomajan, Exisle Publishing, 2013
Dogs do many invaluable jobs for humans and all for a bowl of food, a game now and then and a pat at
the end of the day. This book recognises some of their amazing feats in improving or saving human life.
For example in an avalanche rescue search, one avalanche dog can search one hectare in approximately
30 minutes. The same area would take 20 people four hours, using probe poles. The stories of many
extraordinary dogs and their relationships with their handlers are told with some interesting photos of
many of the dogs.

PROFILE OF RHONDA McINTYRE - NEW INSTRUCTOR
I am married with two children. I work full time as a payroll
officer and have been doing this for about 15 years.
I am a dance teacher and Saturdays are filled with teaching.
Kinder dance children from 3 and 4 year olds to about 12 years
old.
I started classical ballet when I was 7 years old, then I stopped
at 17 years old. I got a job filling shelves at Coles and socialised
more.
After my first child I decided to go back to ballet, I was 27 years
old. I have been teaching for the last 26 years.
Growing up our family always had pets, chooks, ducks, birds,
cats and a dog. The dogs weren’t allowed inside (when the
parents were home). The dogs were mostly Labrador crosses.
When my mother in-law passed we took her Jack Russell who was epileptic, which in the end
damaged her brain. Then we got a black Labrador cross Retriever his name was Ace. He was the
most gentle, obedient and loving dog we have ever had. We were lucky to have had him for 16yrs.
It was after this that we got Mia, a Golden Labrador. This dog was not what I was used to. She was
a handful to say the least. So I decided to join NODC.
I was at my wits end with Mia but with help and support from the Instructors at NODC they taught
me to train Mia. Being patient, consistent and firm (not cruel) was the key for Mia. Now Mia and I
are a loving team.
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ARTHRITIS IN DOGS AND CATS
Extracted from SheppVets Winter Newsletter
How much easier would it be for everyone if your pet could
talk! One of the most common mistakes owners make is
misinterpreting the signs of painful arthritis, for old age.
It is easy to understand - the pet is getting older and there
has been a slow decrease in activity and not the same
energy and bounce they used to have. Remember age is not
a disease!
Does your dog take ages to get up in the morning and then
hobble around stiffly, but by the end of the day is not
looking too bad?
Do they ask to be picked up and put on your bed or onto the couch? Whereas they always used
to think nothing of hopping up themselves.
Does your cat sit at the bottom of the stairs instead of coming up like they used to? Now you
have to put the cat food on the floor as they won’t jump onto the counter to eat? Or they are
happy to jump up, but not down?
If pets could talk they would be complaining how painful it is to move. There are now several
treatment options that are often highly effective.
Why not come in to a Veterinarian and discuss what can be done to make the latter years of
your pets life more comfortable. Your pet can’t help themselves to a Panadol (Paracetamol is
TOXIC to them) when they have a pain so let a Vet help you and them be happier.
Arthritis Symptoms
Does your pet struggle to start moving in the mornings and then warm up later in the day?
Any limping/holding one leg up?
Is there difficulty sitting down?
Trouble jumping in and out of the car or on to the bed?
Always tired – can’t walk as far as normal or sleeping a lot?
Becoming irritable – snapping/biting when handled or
their sore spot touched?
Is one leg looking thin compared to the other from disuse
or is a joint thickened?
Does your pet lick or chew constantly over a particular joint?
If so some remedial or pain assistance for arthritis could be
a good idea for your friend.
Contributed by Judi Hillyear
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A LOOK AT NODC PUPPY AGILITY
By Barbara Van Meurs

On Sunday mornings people arriving for NODC training see a series of ramps and tunnels set up for use
by the Club. Who are they for? This is a question often asked. One answer which really impressed me
was given when I heard Little Sam tell his mother that the area was “Puppy Paradise” which it certainly
is. The main, more official, intention is to provide a simple agility program for puppy members to learn,
in addition to class instruction, to be confident around other puppies and to relate positively to their
handlers as well as having fun and enjoying the Club.
This program involves a lot of equipment, which needs to be set up and taken down after classes. The
equipment is needed for the agility training provided by and supervised by Denise Gardner. Denise has
to accommodate a large number of puppies (and owners) in a relatively short time and is assisted by
Club volunteers with expert input by Frances Hammer. Other Club dogs are welcome after Puppies.
NODC is a club which is totally run by volunteers so this in an insight into what is involved every Sunday
for Grounds Manager Rob Loney, and Instructor Denise, to make the puppy agility program happen.
Every Sunday morning, before 9:00 am,
Rob backs his car up to the Club house
garage and loads up the equipment
trailer and drives it round the block to
Aberfeldie Park oval.
Once there class signs are distributed
along with drinks buckets and
volunteers set about unloading and
setting up the agility equipment
The presence or absence of volunteers is the luck of the game but the setting up is supervised by, and
mostly done by, Denise. I must admit that if there appear to be able bodied people around I have been
known to whip out my camera if an attractive pup goes by.

Unloading the trailer

Setting up the tunnels

Setting up the boundary
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PUPPY CLASSES IN ACTION

Denise Gardner shows how weaving is done, albeit with an inanimate dog!

Puppies race through tunnels and
prance over ramps and walk over
obstacles.
The excitement gradually calms
down as the morning wears on.
Soon it is time to pack up and put
everything away again till next
week.
Hopefully Denise has help but
certainly she and Rob are much
appreciated.
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
Dr Peter Dapiran


Nottingham, England, once the home of Robin Hood still needs him. Mark and his wife, both
blind, called a taxi. The taxi arrived but refused to carry them because of their guide dog,
Archer, a beautiful Golden Retriever. The driver has been fined and has lost his taxi licence.



In Colombia, South America, a vet surgically implanted liquid heroin inside puppies that were
subsequently exported into the USA. He was sentenced to six years imprisonment after which
he will be deported to Colombia.



The extinction rate of native fauna in Australia is one of the highest in the world, mainly as a
result of feral animals such as cats and foxes, and the over-population of kangaroos and
wallabies. These animals are successful because they have no higher-level predators. A recent
study suggests that if dingoes were allowed to be dingoes, they could help eradicate the feral
animals. The problem is that the dingo needs a good PR manager. Dingoes are hunted and
poisoned to protect livestock. Not true. Areas where the dingoes have been poisoned have
been overrun by feral cats and kangaroos that destroy the environment.



In Estonia. Workers rushed to help a dog that had fallen through the iced surface of a river.
The workers struggled with the weight as the frozen dog remained docile through the process
of being bundled into a car and taken to the vet, who informed them that, in fact, it was a
young male wolf. The cold had kept the wolf calm through its ordeal. It was released into the
wild after it had recovered.



Jeremy and his dog, Ally, went to buy petrol somewhere in Oregon, USA, in a snow storm on a
Sunday. He didn’t return home and was eventually found the following Friday. Jeremy shared
several packets of taco sauce from Taco Bell fast food chain with Ally. For survival in snow
storms: Snow chains? Check. Taco sauce? Check.



In NSW. There were 4,770 recorded dog attacks on humans or animals in the 12 months to
June 30 2018. This is 127 more than 2017. 681 people needed medical attention.



Recreational cannabis might be good for you. Medicinal cannabis might be better. But the rise
of cannabis use in the USA has led to a 765% increase over the last 10 years in pets
presenting with cannabis overdose as animals find their owners’ stash. And dogs are good at
sniffing things out. Dogs have a higher sensitivity to THC, the active ingredient of marijuana,
than humans or other animals.



It seems that cats are not great bed companions as they tend to disrupt sleep because of their
nocturnal nature. According to research from NY, USA, women who shared their bed with a
dog reported significantly better and more restful sleep than with a human partner.
Apparently, cats in bed are just as disruptive to sleep as a human.



Years ago, Morris Erwin was hiking in the snow-covered wilderness of Alaska when he came
across an adult female Alaskan timber wolf caught in a trap. Morris, the savvy trekker, noticed
that the wolf’s teats were full of milk and so there must have been a den of pups somewhere.
He located the pups and carried them back to the trapped mother. Over the course of several
days, Morris found food for the wolf and eventually gained her trust enough to allow him to
free her from the trap. Four years later, Morris returned to that patch of Alaska and came
across that same she-wolf. The wolf approached, wagged her tail in recognition, and then
attacked and killed Morris. No, she didn’t, she wandered off. I hope that story is true.
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Mia McIntyre really is a wonderful dog!

Kepala Pet Resort, situated in tranquil countryside, provides five star luxury
accommodations, including large grassed areas where your dog can play safely.
Kepala Pet Resort is operated by Kevin and Pauline Lacy, family and staff.
Visit our website for more information: http://www.kepala.com.au/
We invite you to visit and view our complex prior to making a booking.
Address: 55 Edwards Rd, Diggers Rest, Victoria 3427 | Phone: (03) 9740 1272
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Northern Obedience
Dog Club is a
non-profit organisation
staffed by volunteers
dedicated to promoting the
training and understanding of the dog,
so that it can be accepted as a true companion
in our urban society.
The Club trains people to train their dogs to be
obedient, companionable and useful. The club
provides you with the opportunity to train your
dog, and the fact that our club and others like
us exist, show how much interest in dog training
as a hobby has increased. Training for most
people can be a hobby that is enjoyed by both
dog and owner.

Northern Obedience Dog Club

Helping YOU train your dog!
www.facebook.com/Northern
ObedienceDogClub

See our website for more details.

Looking for photos and updates?

LIKE us on Facebook
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

Denise Gardner

