Northern Obedience Dog Club Inc.
Established 1954

Proudly sponsored by

Affiliated with the
Victorian Canine
Association

Strathmore
Community Bank®
Branch

Class Times

Sunday 9am-9:50am
Puppies, Classes
Foundation, 2, 4, 6

Patron: The Mayor of Moonee Valley

Sunday 10:10am-11
Classes 1, 3, 5, 7
Wednesday 7pm-8pm
All classes; no Puppies

NOTICES
8 March
Labour Day Weekend
NO TRAINING
14 March
Obedience & Rally Trial x2 –
Southern Obedience Dog
Training Club
5 April
Changing to Standard
Training Times – 10:00 am to
12:00 pm
8 April
Pre-Easter Wednesday night
NO TRAINING
12 April
Easter Sunday
NO TRAINING

NOTE: The Committee of NODC Inc. and the editor of the Howler reserve the right to edit all copy including
advertising. The opinions expressed in articles published in the Howler are not necessarily those of the
Committee or the Editor. The Club assumes no responsibility for false or misleading claims made in copy
submitted to this newsletter.

2020 Committee
President
Leo Carroll
Vice President
Reno Ciantar
Secretary
Glenys Barnes
Treasurer
Glenys Barnes
General Committee
Janelle Dang
Joanne Carroll
Judith Hillyear
Kirti Bhatt
Jenny Guadagnuolo
Nancy Evans
Training SubCommittee
Frances Hammer
Peter Dapiran
Roger White
Volunteers
Ray O’Shannessy
Barbara Van Meurs

Howler Editorial
Committee
Barbara Van Meurs
___________
Denise
Gardner
Glenys Barnes
Peter Dapiran

From the Editor

Barbara Van Meurs
Welcome to 2020 at NODC to new and ongoing members and their
canine friends. Thanks to the volunteer Instructors and Committee and
other members who give their time to building your dog/owner
relationship. The main thing however is to remember that your dog can’t
speak and that you are its main advocate.
Howler hopes to keep you informed of what is going on at the Club and
to pass on advice from guests and others who can address your
problems and queries and otherwise entertain you.

President’s Podium

Leo Carroll
A big welcome to everyone for the start of
2020. We embark on another year that
holds promise.
The Northern Obedience Dog Club will
continue to progress to meet the
demands of its members which means
that we will continue to change and
develop to stay in touch with current
training methods.

To relieve pressure, new member registration sessions will be held on
Thursday 30 January and Thursday 6 February. Similarly over the
summer break in January we introduced 8 – 12 week puppy classes
held in the clubrooms. We will extend these classes into February but
gauge the uptake before planning any further sessions.
A reminder that in February and March classes start at 9:00 am with
Puppies, Foundation and classes 2, 4, 6 commencing at 9:00 am and
classes 1, 3, 5 commencing at 10:00 am. Hopefully this keeps the
dogs out of the midday sun in the latter summer period.
The Club Ground allocation time is from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm. This
means that the Club rules apply to members using the Ground during
this period.
A further reminder is that we will expect some level of disruption
around the Easter period as the Council proposes to expand the
adjacent clubrooms used by the Soccer and Cricket club. We are still
unable to accurately gauge the extent of the impact but continue to
work with the Council to obtain a more clear picture.

Write or contribute an
article, story, photo,
comic, joke, idea, etc. to
the Howler!
All we need is your
Name & your Source!
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AGM and Committee 2020
At the 2019 Annual General Meeting the following members were elected to the Committee of
NODC. The Club appreciates their voluntary input to its running as without them the Club would
not be able to function.
Club President
Leo Carroll

Club Vice-President
Reno Ciantar

Secretary & Treasurer
Glenys Barnes

General Committee
Nancy Evans
Janelle Dang
Jenny Guadagnuolo
Joanne Carroll

Judith Hillyear
Charlie Watkins
Kirti Bhatt

And some Club winners

REMINDERS
Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between
classes, unless asked to remove it by your class instructor.
Remember to adhere to Club Rules and listen to the
instructors.
While you are at the Club you are responsible for you and your
dog’s actions. Ensure there is sufficient space between each
dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or make
another dog feel uncomfortable.

2020 ClassES

Classes for Sundays 2020 start at
9am for Puppy & “Even numbered
classes”, and 10am for “Odd
numbered classes”.
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SEEN AT THE AGM

Nancy back on Committee
Glenys accepting awards

Elaine remains Caterer

John Starford accepting award

Suspected of expressing an opinion

Christine Darby and Dave Hanslow
accepting their 2019 Titles Award

Liam and Tane Rowe
Accepting Encouragement Award

Nancy accepting Jean Rowe
Award

Juno pondering on it all
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CHIHUAHUA

By Denise Gardner
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End of Year Christmas Party 2019!
Results of the day’s Games:
Fancy Dress Comp
1st - Jessica & Otto Starr, Kiara
2nd - Karen Harmon, Scout
3rd - Helena Steele, Meeka
Special mention - Melissa Hofsteter
Fastest Recall
1st - Michelle Drayton & Suki
2nd - Raymond Sureda & Molly
3rd - Julia Tahourdin & Peta

Doggie Baseball
1st - Helen Chapman & Glynn, Rumpole
2nd - Karen Harmon & Scout
3rd - Ellie Virtue & Robin Pearce, Badger
Egg & Spoon Race
1st - Robin Pearce & Badger
2nd - Tomika La Rocca & Lexi
3rd - Denis Yeungshichung & Benji
Number of Treats in the Jar - 96
1st - Denise Gardner
2nd - Otto Starr

Games, Raffles, BBQ and Santa! Who could ask for more. Many thanks to the
Instructors, Committee members and Club Volunteers for arranging this Party for all!
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WELWW
Welcome to Summer, But How Hot is Too Hot for Your Dog?
From article by Dr. Kim Smyth posted on Apr 03 2015
During Summer your dog needs protection from heat. This chart helps owners be aware of their dog’s needs.
Age, breed, and obesity also play huge roles in how hot days are handled. Old dogs who may have trouble
getting around will also have trouble moving out of the sun, and some old dogs sleep so soundly that once
they’ve found a sunny spot in the yard, they’re down for the count and sleep right through overheating.
Brachycephalic dogs, or those with short snouts like Pugs and Boston Terriers, are particularly at risk for heat
stroke because they don’t cool air as efficiently when they breathe as their long nosed cousins. If you have a
brachycephalic breed, or an elderly or overweight dog, add one point to your dog’s number right off the bat.
Use this chart, along with some common sense (after all, you know your pet best!) to avoid heat stroke and
make it safely through Summer. One more important rule: do not use this chart to determine if it is safe to
leave your dog in the car in warm weather. The temperature in your car is not the same as the temperature in
your backyard. NEVER leave your dog unattended in your vehicle.
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Is away for the Summer but, given the arrival of
Christmas puppies, Howler in part reproduces:

KIDS And Dogs

By Pat

Miller, CBCC-KA, CPDT-KA in Whole Dog Journal

Published: July 18, 2019

Submitted by Glenys Barnes

The formula for keeping children and canines safe is simple: Parents need to be attentive about
management, and quick to separate them at the first sign of the dog’s discomfort.
These days, it seems that every time someone
posts a picture on social media of a child with a
dog it is immediately followed by a spate of
posts expressing horror at the anticipated
savage attack likely to follow.
Granted, some of those photos do, indeed, show
dogs displaying body language signals that
suggest a significant amount of discomfort at
the proximity of the child, and real potential for
injury. But many of them also, in my opinion,
depict normal, healthy interactions between
dogs and young humans.
Is the child about to be bitten? Or does the dog
adore the kid? We don’t know! This is a stock
photo! The dog may be trying to avoid the child, or
just turning her head . . . However, we can say
that this isn’t something that you should allow
your child to do with any but the most rock-solid,
kid-loving dog – and if this is the only type of dog
your child has experience with, you will have to
make sure he doesn’t have the opportunity to try it
with dogs whose kid-tolerance is unknown.

Dogs and kids have been happy buddies for
centuries. While dog bites to children are
nothing new (I was bitten by a stray puppy at
age five, in 1956) we seem to be much more
reactive to them as a culture than we used to
be. When did we become a society so phobic
about any dog/kid interaction? And, perhaps
more important, how do we help people
recognize and create safe, healthy relationships
between dogs and children?

A commonly quoted statistic states that some 4.7 million dog bites occur in the U.S. annually, with 42%
of the victims aged 14 or under. As staggering as those numbers may be, and as sensational as the
“Dog Mauls Toddler” headlines are, they are also somewhat misleading. A very large percentage of
those millions of bites are relatively minor, so the situation isn’t nearly as dire as it first appears.
Still, even one preventable child-mauling incident is one too many, and many of them are, in fact, quite
preventable.

Supervisor Needed
Supervision of interactions between dogs and children is, indeed, critically important, at least until it is
crystal clear that the child and dog are safe together. The “You must supervise kids and dogs!” mantra
has been repeated so many times I would be surprised if there’s even one parent in the Western world
who hasn’t heard it.
But here’s the rub: A significant number of kids suffer from dog bites even when the parent or other
caretaker is directly supervising the interaction. If “supervision” is the holy NODC
grail of dog-kid
interactions,
HOWLER©
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how does this happen?
It seems that, over the years, as we trainers CONTINUED
and behaviourists have repeated “Supervise, supervise,
supervise!” until we’re blue in the face, we have somehow neglected to do a thorough job of helping
parents and caretakers understand exactly what they are looking for when they are supervising.
It’s not just about being present, it’s also about watching closely, preventing the child from interacting
inappropriately with the dog, and watching the dog for body language signals that communicate some
level of discomfort with the child’s presence and/or interactions.

NODC NODC
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Kids And Dogs Cont.
Upper Level Management
Management – controlling your dog’s environment and access to
unsafe or undesirable things or practices – is a vital part of any
successful behaviour and training program. With kids and dogs, it’s
even more critical. When you aren’t able to actively supervise (no
TV! no texting!), you must manage. The price for management
failure is simply too high.
Even if your dog adores children (and especially if she doesn’t!),
management and supervision are vitally important elements of
successful dog/baby/child-keeping. There are a staggering number
of serious child-bite cases (and fatalities) where the adult left the
room “just for a minute.”
That’s why dog training and behaviour professionals are well-known for repeating the warning, “Never
leave dogs and small children together unattended.” This means, not for a moment. Not while you take a
quick bathroom break, or run to the kitchen to grab a snack. Even if the baby is sleeping! Take the dog
with you if you leave the room where the baby is sleeping or the child is watching a video. Put the dog in
her crate. Shut her in another room.

Training
Of course, you want to do everything you can to help your dog love children. Even if you don’t have small
humans of your own, your dog is likely to encounter them at some point in her life, and things will go
better for all involved if she already thinks kids are wonderful.
Ideally, every dog should be well socialized with babies and children from puppyhood. Many young adults
adopt a pup at a time when children are, if anything, a distant prospect, without thinking about the fact
that kids could easily arrive within the 10 to 15 years of their dog’s lifespan. Even if there will never be
children in the dog’s immediate family, chances are she will encounter small humans at some point in
her life. By convincing her very early on that children are wonderful, you greatly reduce the risk that she
will ever feel compelled to bite one.
If an adult-dog adoption is in the works and there will be (or are) children in your world, remember this
critically important caveat: Dogs who are going to be around babies and/or children must adore kids, not
just tolerate them. A dog who adores children will forgive many of the inappropriate things young
humans will inevitably do to dogs, despite your best efforts at supervision and management. A dog who
merely tolerates them will not.

Teach Your Children
Safe child-dog interactions start with teaching children – even very young children – how to respect and
interact appropriately with dogs. If a child is too young to grasp the information, then the supervising
adult must physically prevent the child from being inappropriate.
Babies and toddlers often flail their hands at new or exciting stimuli – like dogs. Not surprisingly, many
dogs are likely to find this quite aversive! When young children are introduced to dogs, the adult needs
to hold the child’s hand(s) and guide them in appropriately using their hands to touch the dog
appropriately (gently and slowly) and without any flailing.
It’s equally important to teach children that dogs are not toys to be treated roughly. Even if your family
dog tolerates – or even loves – being hugged, allowing your young child to hug your dog can prompt her
to hug the next dog she meets – with possibly disastrous results. Until your child is old enough to
understand that some things that are okay with your dog are not okay with other dogs, you are far safer
not allowing her to do those things with your dog, either.
Ideally, engage your child to assist with your dog’s training at the earliest possible age using positive
reinforcement-based methods that teach your child the importance of cooperation and respect, so your
child learns how to interact appropriately with other sentient creatures. At the same time, you will be
strengthening the positive association between your dog and your child.
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Kids And Dogs Cont.
Watch that Body Talk
Any time your dog shows any sign of being uncomfortable with your child’s presence, you must separate
the dog and child to protect them both. Of course, in order to do this you must understand dog body
language well enough to recognize when a dog is expressing discomfort.
People often say, “If my dog could only talk…” They actually do communicate! But their mode of
communication is body language. Below, we share some different ways your dog may be telling you that
she’s uncomfortable. This is an extensive list, albeit not necessarily a complete one. Study it, and then
watch your dog for any of these behaviours, both with children present and absent. Any time you observe
stress signals from your dog in the presence of children (or elsewhere!) it’s wise to take immediate steps
to reduce her stress.
If, while you’re managing, supervising, and training your dog around kids, you’re having trouble
determining what your dog is trying to tell you with his body language communications, ask a force-free
dog training professional to help you. It could save your dog’s life. And your child’s.

It’s Not Cute, It’s Abuse
There is a truly horrendous video on YouTube of parents encouraging their very young child to abuse
their Rottweiler. The child runs over to the dog, who is lying on the floor, climbs on his back, hugs him
violently – and when the dog gets up to try to move away from the abuse, the adults call him back and
make him lie down for more child torture. Meanwhile the child has lost interest and walked away and the
parents insist that he come back and interact with the dog more.

A DICTIONARY OF CANINE STRESS SIGNALS
Anorexia - Stress causes the appetite to shut down. A dog who
won’t eat moderate- to high-value treats may just be distracted or
simply not hungry, but refusal to eat is a common indicator of
stress. If your dog ordinarily likes treats, but won’t take them in the
presence of children, she is telling you something very important:
Kids stress her out!
Appeasement/Deference Signals - Appeasement and deference
aren’t always an indicator of stress. They are important everyday
communication tools for keeping peace in social groups and are
often presented in calm, stress-free interactions.
They are offered in a social interaction to promote the tranquillity of the group and the safety of the
group’s members. When offered in conjunction with other behaviours, they can be an indicator of stress
as well. These signals include:
Lip Licking: Appeasing/deferent dog licks at the mouth of the more assertive/threatening/intimidating
member of the social group.
Turning Head Away, Averting Eyes: Appeasing/deferent dog avoids eye contact, exposes neck.
Slow movement: Appeasing/deferent dog appears to be moving in slow-motion.
Sitting/Lying Down/Exposing Underside: Appeasing/deferent dog lowers body posture, exposing
vulnerable parts.
Avoidance - Dog turns away, shuts down, evades touch, and won’t take treats.
Barking - Can be a “distance-increasing” stress signal – an attempt to make the stressor go away.
Difficulty Learning - Dogs (and other organisms) are unable to learn well or easily when under
significant stress.

NODCHOWLER©
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By Denise Gardner

Camerons Bight Sorrento is a dog friendly beach
 At Camerons Bight, dogs are permitted onlead between mid-day and 7pm from 26th
December to 1st March, and off-lead at all
other times
 On the beach 100 metres east of Sorrento
Sailing Couta Boat Club to Western Sister,
dogs are prohibited from 9am to 7pm during
daylight saving time, however they are
permitted off-lead at all other times
 On the beach between St Aubins Way boat
ramp and Coppins Jetty, dogs
are prohibited at all times during daylight
saving time, however they are permitted onlead at all times during the rest of the year
 On all other Port Phillip beaches, dogs
are prohibited from 9am to 7pm during
daylight saving time, however they are
permitted on-lead at all other times

Waiting for dinner
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Name
Trent Bownjohn
Nicholas Terpstra
Peter Harman
Darren Parisell
Hayley Wilmot
Kirstie Taylor
Jamie & Oliver Shawyer
Richard & Nicolas Muscat
Sigrid Badelka
Thomas Koola
Fiona Lim
Jathan Ryan
Kim Webster
Aden Fraser
Tanya & Mark Ellis

Dog name
Lottie
Jasper
Charlie

Breed
Labrador
Golden Retriever
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel

Yumi

Australian Bulldog

Giles
Arlo
Izzy
Rusty
Bailey

Lagotto Romagnolo
German Shepherd Dog
Cavoodle
Australian Terrier
Cavoodle

Ollie
Orlie
Skipper
Molly

Maltese
Poodle
German Shorthaired Pointer
Australian Shepherd

CLASS PROMOTIONS – CONGRATULATIONS
Handler
Theresa Montalto
Melissa Hofsteter
Richard Steilini
Julie Chetcuti
Denis Yeungshichung
Vlad Babic
Meisha Clark
Anne Thompson
Steve Daws
Theresa Jafari
Sally Anglin
Dave Rogerson
Charlie Watkins
Joanne Westover
Ben Westover
Ally Kartsidimas
Ting Chuang
Josh Rowell
Amy & Adam Wiesner
Liam & Tane Rowe
Renee Di Genova
Alison Winnall
Gustavo & Andre Rodriguez
Michelle Drayton
Amy Wiesner
David Hanslow
Fiona Bell
Robin Pearce

Dogs Name
Peppe
Ruben
Cody
Toby
Benji
Artemis
Alfie
Rufus
Indy
Hamish
Arnold
Lily
Tilly
Rocky
Rocky
Mindy
Peppercorn
Ella
Pig
Billy
Duke
Ronnie
Edison
Suki
Pig
Pixel
Harley
Badger

Class
2-3
2-3
2-3
4-5
1-2
1-2
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
1-2
P-1
P-1
P-1
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
2-3
2-3
P-1
2-3
2-3
2-3
2-3
P-1
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Ellie Pearce
Ami Kirk
Adam Wiesner
Andrew & Anita Howgate
David Kemp
Suganthi Sivasubramaniam
Renee Wood
Kon Messinis
Alan Rafter
Steven Cudrig
Madison Hodges
Michael Serafidis
Lydia Cutajar
Oscar & Paul Fridell
Stacey Starr
Anne Marie Fenton
Gemma Dyson
Alexander Dyson
Robert Staggard
Magaret Staffard
David & Debbie Harris
Trent Brownjohn
Thomas Koola & Fiona Lim
Stephen Pyk
Kate Thomas
Jodee Vella
Monica Strong
Christine Cowan
Christine Darby
John Starford

Badger
Ollie
Pig
Henna
Murphy
Roger
Flynn
Kenji
Murphy
Heidi
Archie
Nala
Ace
Apollo
Xena
Dolly
Howl
Howl
Pinot
Pinto
Charlie
Lottie
Bailey
Maximus
Alby
Gemma
Bucky
Jessie
Pixel
Charlie

P-1
P-1
2-3
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
2-3
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
P-1
3-4
3-4
2-3
3-4
3-4
3-4
3-4

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!
Congratulations to all the handlers and dogs who have passed into the next class. Keep up your regular training and you will be
amazed at how quickly you will progress through the classes.
If you experience difficulty with a particular exercise speak to your Instructor. They will be only too happy to assist you in
overcoming the problem or they will direct you to someone who will be able to give you advice.
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SEEN AROUND THE GROUNDS
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*Club sash donated

CLUB ACTIVITIES 2020

All Committee Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month, starting at 7:00 pm.
All Instructors’ Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month, after classes are completed.
2 February

Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am.

8 March

Labour Day Weekend – NO TRAINING

14 March

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Dog Training Club

5 April

Changing to Standard Training Times – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

8 April

Pre-Easter Wednesday night – NO TRAINING

12 April

Easter Sunday – NO TRAINING

1 – 3 May

Dog Lovers Show, Royal Exhibiiton Building

17 May

Million Paws Walk RSPCA

7 June

Queens Birthday Weekend – NO TRAINING

21 June

Obedience & Rally Trial – Broadmeadows Obedience Club*

4 & 5 July

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Geelong Obedience Club*

1 & 2 August

State Obedience Trial & Obedience Dog of the Year – Dogs Victoria

30 August

Entries close for Northern Obedience Trial

13Name
September

Obedience & Rally Trials x2
– Northern
Obedience Club*
Dog
name
Breed

19Scott
September
Show
KinnadeObedience Trial – Royal Melbourne
Dom

Greyhound
Jones Obedience & Rally Trial – Pegy
27Vicky
September
Melton Obedience Club* English Staffordshire Terrier
Tomsic 2020 membership renewals
Bonza
Jack Russell Terrier X
1 Alojz
October
due
D'Amico
Labradoodle
17Anthony
October & Noah
Doggie
Day Out – KepalaHarvey
Pet Resort
Lorenzo Defrancesco
Percy
Cane Corso
17 October
Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Werribee Obedience Club*
Gina Defrancesco
Terra
Mastiff X
25 October
Obedience & Rally Trial – Macedon Ranges Obedience Club*
Cameron Boykett
Luna
Portugese Water Dog
1 November
Melbourne Cup Weekend – NO TRAINING
Adrian Gugliotta
Mala
Chichuaha
1 Maja
November
Applications close for end of year trophies
Stojanovska
14Ann
November
Obedience & Rally Trial x2Coco
– Southern Obedience Club*
& Eric Staberhofer
Bordoodle
Donaldson
Groodle
15Laura
November
Obedience & Rally Trial – Ernie
Northcote Obedience Club*
29Brendan
NovemberMcKeegan
Annual General Meeting and Trophy Presentation (All Classes at 10:00am)
Dorothy
Cheung
Ollie
Spoodle
29 November
Obedience & Rally Trial – Croydon and District Obedience Dog Club
Amber &
Jayden
Barry
6 Luke,
December
Last
day of training
HuynhChristmas Break Up – Games
AxelDay for dogs and humans
Sharpei
13Geena
December
7 Kaylene
Feb 2021 PhanClasses recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am.
Patrick Warfield
Kombu
Mastiff X
*Club sash donated
Ai Tomizawa
Lydia McAleer
Murphy
Groodle
February
and
March
Workshops
and
Presentations:
Dianne Privtera
Charlie
Moodle
Stephen Hughes

Introduction to Nose Works - Saturday 22, 29 February and 7 March, AM & PM sessions on offer
Member Morning Tea - Sunday 15 March
A Dog’s Life, Pet First Aid - Tuesday 31 March, open to all members

NODCHOWLER©
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Class Exercises
Puppies (8 weeks to 24 weeks)
No exercises are tested for promotion to
next class:
 Socialisation with all puppies on lead;
 Retrieve on the flat on lead;
 Recall on lead;
 Puppy push up
 Heeling on a short lead;
 Examination of Puppy;
 Stays;
 Games, Q&A Session.

Class 1
Exercises tested for promotion to
next class:
 Heel normal pace;
 Sit;
 Stand (alongside handler);
 Right-about Turn;
 Sit Stay (complete exercise);
 Recall on lead (Dog does not have to sit)
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Drop.

Class 2
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class One exercises plus:
 Heel slow pace;
 Right turn;
 Recall on lead dog to sit in front of the
handler;
 Stand Stay;
 Stand for Examination (handler in front)
(Food may be used as a lure.);
 Drop from Sit (beside and in front of
handler).
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Dog Introduction.

Class 3
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class Two exercises plus:
 Heel fast pace;
 Heel in figure 8 including sits;
 Automatic sit;
 Drop while heeling;
 Left turn and Left about turn. (both
methods);
 Stand for examination (handler in front.)
(Food may be used only as a reward.);
 All stays progressing to lead on ground
(Sit 30 sec Down 1 minute)
 Finish to recall on lead;
 Recall off lead dog; dog to sit in front.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat on lead.

Class 4 (Community Companion Dog)
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class 3 exercises plus,
 Heel on lead with lead in the left hand;
 Small amount of heeling off lead;
 All stays off lead (when dog is reliable, long
lead if not) (Sit 1 minute Down 3 minutes);
 Recall and return to dog.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat off lead;
 Drop from the Stand position (handler in
front of dog);
 Finish to the recall;
 Ring Craft.

Class 5 (Novice)
Exercises tested for promotion to next
class:
 All Class Four exercises plus,
 Heel free;
 Recall off lead (complete exercise 12
metres);
 All stays off lead if reliable.
(Sit 1 minute down 3 minutes);
 Stand for examination off lead;
 Retrieve on the flat.
Other
to be taught but not
Class exercises
6
tested:
Full Open Program
 Commence high & broad jumps;
Class
7 Craft.
 Ring
Full UD Program
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
Dr Peter Dapiran


















Who in the world are Seppi Kublbeck and Oliver Storz? They are a couple who have opened
the world’s first Dachshund museum in Bavaria, Germany. The museum is more a
Gesamtkunstwerk – a total work of art – than a didactic experience. The dog was originally
bred for hunting badgers (dachs). Today it has become a cultural and fashion icon, with
celebrity owners including Andy Warhol, Brigitte Bardot, Clint Eastwood, and David Bowie. Ah,
what more do I need than a beer, my lederhosen and my Daschie by my side?
Mortimer, a Bulldog in Boston, USA, wasn’t feeling too well. He stopped eating, much to his
owner’s concern. A visit to the vet, an X-ray and an operation later recovered 19 (that’s
NINETEEN) baby’s dummies. Mortimer’s appetite has returned. Didn’t anyone notice the
baby’s dummies constantly disappearing?
In a scene straight out of Alfred Hitchcock’s classic film, The Birds, flocks of seagulls are
terrorising the seaside town of Grimsby, UK. Visitors, outdoor workers and dogs are being dive
bombed by the aggressive gulls thought to be protecting their breeding area, and hungry for
one more potato chip. Meanwhile, in Paignton, UK, over 500 km from Grimsby, a woman
claims that her pet Chihuahua, Gizmo, was snatched from her back yard by a rogue gull. The
dog has not been seen since. We don’t think it was a Grimsby seagull.
Researchers in a dog behaviour group at the University of Vienna, Austria, have studied a
group of dogs from birth to adulthood. (That’s called a longitudinal study in the trade). The aim
was to find out if puppy behaviour tests were an accurate predictor of how the adult dog
would behave. The dogs studied were pet Border Collies starting with 99 new-borns. The
results show that there is very little correlation between the puppy tests and adult behaviour.
Dog, like human, development is very complex, and environmental factors play a big part.
Check out the Clever Dog Lab on the web.
In Airlie Beach, Queensland, a couple was walking their Jack Russell Terrier when it was
attacked by a goanna. The man attempted to rescue the dog and was attacked by the giant
lizard. He suffered extensive bleeding and an arm fracture. The dog survived. Watch out for
goannas on the training ground.
China is always good for a dog story. This time, a café owner in Chengdu has taken to dyeing
Chows black and white to resemble pandas. The owner is also offering to dye your own Chow
for about $300. The Internet has erupted with pro and con comments. I must admit, they look
quite cute.
Jimmy, the dog, went off for a walk to Bells Beach, probably to get in a spot of surfing, when
he fell down the cliff face on to a ledge. Lucky for him, some passers-by saw him and called
000. The SES and CFA came to the rescue. A good training drill they said. The owners didn’t
even know the dog was missing. Jimmy is selling his board.
In 2007, Duchess, a Florida, USA, Fox Terrier puppy made a run for it when the front door of
her owner’s home was opened. She seemed to have vanished. In 2019, Dutchess was found
cowering under a shed 1600 km from home. The dog’s microchip made the reunion with the
owner possible. If only the dog could write its autobiography.
Not a week goes by without another revelation of the amazing smelling capacity of dogs.
Belgian Malinois and German Shepherds are being used in Croatia to help archaeologists
locate iron age (3000-year-old) tombs. Five new tombs have been found. The dogs were
trained to locate cadavers in criminal investigations.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Kepala Pet Resort, situated in tranquil countryside, provides five star luxury
accommodations, including large grassed areas where your dog can play safely.
Kepala Pet Resort is operated by Kevin and Pauline Lacy, family and staff.
Visit our website for more information: http://www.kepala.com.au/
We invite you to visit and view our complex prior to making a booking.
Address: 55 Edwards Rd, Diggers Rest, Victoria 3427 | Phone: (03) 9740 1272
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Northern Obedience
Dog Club is a
non-profit organisation
staffed by volunteers
dedicated to promoting the
training and understanding of the dog,
so that it can be accepted as a true companion
in our urban society.
The Club trains people to train their dogs to be
obedient, companionable and useful. The club
provides you with the opportunity to train your
dog, and the fact that our club and others like
us exist, show how much interest in dog training
as a hobby has increased. Training for most
people can be a hobby that is enjoyed by both
dog and owner.

Northern Obedience Dog Club

Helping YOU train your dog!
www.facebook.com/Northern
ObedienceDogClub

See our website for more details.

Looking for photos and updates?

LIKE us on Facebook
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE (10)

by Denise Gardner

