Northern Obedience Dog Club Inc.
Established 1954

Proudly sponsored by

Affiliated with the
Victorian Canine
Association

Strathmore
Community Bank®
Branch

Class Times

Sunday 10am-10:50am
Puppies, Classes
Foundation, 2, 4, 6

Patron: The Mayor of Moonee Valley

Sunday 11:10am-12
Classes 1, 3, 5, 7
Wednesday 7pm-8pm
All classes; no Puppies

NOTICES
5 April
Changing to Standard
Training Times – 10:00 am to
12:00 pm
NO PREDICTABLE DATES ARE
CURRENTLY POSSIBLE DUE TO
COVID- 19.
WE WILL LET YOU KNOW
WHEN EVENTS RESUME!
At that time we may also
introduce extra training
times.
We do however have notice
that the following has been
postponed to:
27-29 November
Dog Lovers Show
Royal Exhibition Building

NOTE: The Committee of NODC Inc. and the editor of the Howler reserve the right to edit all copy including
advertising. The opinions expressed in articles published in the Howler are not necessarily those of the
Committee or the Editor. The Club assumes no responsibility for false or misleading claims made in copy
submitted to this newsletter.

2020 Committee
President
Leo Carroll
Vice President
Reno Ciantar
Secretary
Glenys Barnes
Treasurer
Glenys Barnes

HOWLER EDITORIAL TEAM
This issue is looking at the doggy oriented things we do to keep
ourselves and dogs entertained and trained while waiting for other
things to return to normal. Thanks to contributors!!.
We do however want to show an article on page 4, which we believe to
be important, received from Lort Smith Animal Hospital, showing the
care which must be used in protecting your animals from social contact.
Barbara van Meurs, Denise Gardner

TRAINING AT NODC POST Covid-19
From Glenys Barnes Club Secretary

General Committee
Janelle Dang
Joanne Carroll
Judith Hillyear
Kirti Bhatt
Jenny Guadagnuolo
Nancy Evans

I hope you are all coping with social distancing and your dogs are
coping with all the attention and training.

Training SubCommittee
Frances Hammer
Peter Dapiran
Roger White

If the Council approve our training post Covid-19 plan, then training will
resume by the end of June, if not before. The Council have also
requested that we restrict access to the Clubhouse during training
sessions to the use of the toilet facilities and accessing equipment only.

Volunteers
Ray O’Shannessy
Barbara Van Meurs

Howler Editorial
Committee
Barbara Van Meurs
___________
Denise
Gardner
Glenys Barnes
Peter Dapiran

Now that restrictions are starting to be eased, the Training
Subcommittee is starting to make plans as to what training will look like
post Covid-19. I have had some preliminary discussions with the
Council and our Instructors regarding commencing training.
How we offer training will have to comply with the current Federal, State
and Council Covid-19 guidelines and restrictions.

Initially Sundays will be for Puppy Class, Foundation Class, Class 1 and
Class 2 people, over a 3-hour period instead of the usual 2 hour time
frame; more details to follow. Wednesday night training will be reserved
for Class 3 and above dogs and handlers.
Training will consist of 4 groups of 10 (including the Instructors) on the
oval at any one training session. Prior to Covid-19, members could
rollup to training as they wanted. Until restrictions are eased some
more, the Club is looking at implementing a booking system for you to
book into your Class, which will allow us to make plans and manage
member numbers. This is going to take us and members a bit of getting
used to.
The Club will not be offering new member enrolments until mid July and
those sessions will most probably move to a week night.
Stay safe and I look forward to seeing you at the Club soon.

Write or contribute an
article, story, photo,
comic, joke, idea, etc. to
the Howler!
All we need is your
Name & your Source!
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BOWL TO BAG

REMINDERS
Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between
classes, unless asked to remove it by your class instructor.
Remember to adhere to Club Rules and listen to the
instructors.
While you are at the Club you are responsible for you and your
dog’s actions. Ensure there is sufficient space between each
dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or make
another dog feel uncomfortable.

By Denise Gardner

2020 ClassES

Classes for Sundays 2020 start at
10am for Puppy & “Even
numbered classes”, and 11am for
“Odd numbered classes”.
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TIPS FOR PET CARERS

Sent to clients by Lort Smith
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A very big welcome back to Howler to Glyn
Burnup and Gracie.

Welcome to Paws For Thought - Understanding Your Dog.
“I have put away my shorts and sandals and consigned my sun hat to the cupboard as
winter is coming. This is when we must gird our loins and get out our puffer jackets and
boots to continue training our best friends regardless of NODC
the cold.”
HOWLER© PAGE 7
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This is how I began my May article a year ago in 2019…… we now live in a different world and
I’m not sure how to begin. Many of you are going through extraordinarily difficult times, each
person’s experience of 2020 being different to their neighbour’s.

For many the joy and comfort of a dog has been beyond measure, our pups are now our
emotional support dogs. So it is up to us to make sure that we are balancing our frustrations
and sorrows and remember that twenty-four hour access to snacks is not always good for the
wellbeing of our dogs.
doesn’t mean we should be giving themOK,
to the
pups
well. to exercise and we can exercise
so we
areas
allowed
the pups. Should we do these together or do I need to
get out and get my heart rate up, maybe get a bit
sweaty? Even some time on my own might be good for
me right now.
Does my dog need to spend some time checking out
their P-mail and play a few games with me rather than
a 10K run? Please don’t even think about riding a bike
with them on lead. Yes they will run but you are in no
place to protect them from the broken glass or notice a
slight limp.
As councils have placed restrictions on dog parks and off lead areas you will have to be
creative about how you give your pup fun with stimulating experiences and how you include
basic training exercises. There is a simple guide from Beth & Wayne which is useful to keep in
mind of www.CanineCompanionConsulting.com
7 Habits for Highly Effective Dogs
Good Timing - Timing is everything. If you reward, even a few seconds after desired behaviour
occurs, you have missed the opportunity. So be ready to reward quickly if you want it to happen
again. If you wear a treat pouch correctly it can’t be seen in the video conference.
Clear Language (My favourite) - Dogs don’t understand English or
other spoken languages. They associate sounds with behaviours.
When you say “sit” but then say “sit, sit, sit” the sounds are different
so your dog may not understand you. Have clear cues for behaviours
and say them only once.
Positive Methods – Reward based training helps teach your dog what
you want. It lasts longer, is harder to extinguish, and reduces
stress….yours and theirs. Teach them what to do instead of the
million things not to do.
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PAWS FOR THOUGHT- CONTINUED
Exercise – Exercise your dog’s mind as well as the body. Dogs are intelligent and natural
problem solvers. If you don’t give them something to do, they will find something. Try food
puzzle toys, like a frozen stuffed Kong, hiding treats around the house or garden and inside
boxes.
Daily Fun – Training should occur daily but not as sessions. Make it a
fun part of your daily routine by having your dog do things that they
want to do. This way both of you look forward to these training
moments.
Give Control – Often people think they need to take control of their
dog. Instead, give them control. Teach them what to do and they are
more likely to do that rather than something else. Help them make
the right choice.
Time – Training takes time. It does not occur overnight. A few training moments, whenever you
can, are more effective than an hour long session. Journal your efforts so you can see your
progress clearly. Sometimes it feels like watching hair grow. In time you will see results.
Enrichment games … while in isolation? .. and possible tasks for the kids?
For the fun factor be a bit creative in the house. At mealtimes use treat toys which make your
dogs work for their dinner….wobble balls & maze bowls etc. Fill a cardboard box with toys and
balls and the odd treat, see if you can make an agility course using stools and a piece of dowel
through the bars as a jump.
Dogs love playing hide and seek, can you do this inside or in a garden? Teach them Find It and
Touch…… YouTube has some great things to try.
By playing games you grow the bond with your pup and give them more confidence. If there are
children at home doing online learning is there a way to use training and play sessions as part
of their workload? Create a story, document a walk and watch how dogs react to smells … how
does a dog know how much pee to use at each stop, do they ever run out? Do they seem to
remember people they have met before? Should your dog have an Instagram page? How about
writing an article for the next Howler - with photos of course?
One last skill we can give our dogs is to learn calm. Not all games need to be rough and tumble
or all interactions loud, particularly if there are bored children home from school. Don’t forget
that at some point many of you will be going back to work, children to school and your dog will
not understand the change in their routine.
Keep
the and
noiseusing
downa so
you can
This and
one is
Reward quiet time. Station the dog on
a mat
gentle
voicerelax
talkas
to well.
your dog
a group activity.
smooth them the full length of theirnot
body…..head
to toe.Have a look at teaching calming
techniques for dogs on the web.
Remember YouTube is our friend and you might even find
that crate training is a useful skill to teach here as well.
I hope you all keep safe and well and look forward very
much to seeing items sent to The Howler to add to our next
edition.
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The 10 Most Important Things to Teach A Puppy
– continued from last Issue
By Pat

Miller, CBCC-KA, CPDT-KA in

Whole Dog Journal Published: June 14, 2016

8. Help Your Dog Associate Human Touch with Love
Our dogs have to put up with a lot of human touching
throughout their lives, and they don’t always like it so much.
You can hardly blame them; a lot of the touch is
unpleasant, and combined with forced restraint and pain.
You can make life a lot easier for your dog if you teach her
as a pup that human touch makes good stuff happen (basic
classical conditioning), and minimizing restraint to that
which is only absolutely necessary. There is a new
movement in the veterinary world to use low-stress
handling techniques, so dogs don’t have to be forcibly
restrained for routine exams, blood draws, and
vaccinations.
Begin by pairing non-invasive touches to your puppy with tasty treats; start somewhere non-threatening,
perhaps with a touch to the side of her neck. Touch-treat. Touch-treat. Look for her eyes to light up when
you touch her, and her head to swivel toward your treat hand. This is a “conditioned emotional
response” (CER); it tells you she understands that the touch makes treats happen.
When this happens consistently, move your touch to other parts of her body that she might be less
comfortable with: her ears, paws, or under her chest or belly. Make sure you get the CER at each new
spot before proceeding any further. If she actively pulls away from you, you have proceeded too quickly;
back up and go more slowly.
This process is invaluable, and will help you with everything from nail trimming to grooming to treating
injuries.
See “Step-By-Step Training for Your Dog’s Next Vet Visit,” and “Force-Free Nail Trimming Techniques”
9. Condition Your Puppy to Enjoy Car Rides
It’s very sad when a dog doesn’t ride well in cars. It limits
our ability and willingness to take her places, and makes
it very not-fun when we do! Fortunately, you can teach
your pup that the car is a wonderful place, and set her up
to love going places with you for the rest of her life.
Part of the problem is that for many pups, that first car
ride is very traumatic. It may be the first time she’s
separated from her mom and littermates, and the stress
of the separation and movement of the car can cause her
to get carsick. Bingo! She now associates the car with
stress and vomiting.
If possible, ask your pup’s breeder to give her some short
car rides with some of her siblings so she has a better
association with the event.
You can also request that the breeder, shelter, or rescue
group not feed your pup for a few hours prior to your
scheduled pick-up, to reduce the likelihood of
carsickness.
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The 10 Most Important Things to Teach A Puppy
– continued from last Issue
If it’s too late for all that, your next best bet is to work to
change your pup’s already negative association with the
car. Start by sitting in the car with her; don’t even turn
on the engine. Give her yummy chew toys, play some
training games with her – make the car a fun place to
be.
When she’s happy about just being in the car (this may
take several sessions; take your time!), turn the engine
on and repeat the fun-and-games process, without
driving anywhere. Then, with a helper doing the driving
for you, continue to play car games while the car moves
a very short distance.
At the end of the ride, take her out of the car and do fun
stuff with her, then put her back in the car and travel
another short distance. Gradually have your driver take
you longer distances, with fun stuff happening at every
destination.
In time, your “Want to go for a ride?” query will be met with happy wags and a dog who voluntarily hops
in the car in anticipation of fun stuff.
If you have a dog who gets carsick even after all that, try giving her a ginger snap or two before the ride,
and/or ask your vet for medication that will help calm her stomach.
See “What to Do if Your Dog Gets Motion Sickness,” and “Dogs Riding Safely and Calmly in Cars.”
10. Reinforce Your Puppy’s Trust
After her puppy socialization, this could be the most important thing you teach and affirm to your dog
throughout her life. You have an obligation to be your dog’s advocate, and not allow anyone, no matter
who they are, to do things to her that go against your gut instincts about how she should be treated. If
you are committed to force-free, fear-free, and pain-free handling and training, don’t ever let anyone talk
you into treating her badly. No leash jerks, no collar shocks, no alpha rolls. Ever.
Stick to your guns; there is always another way. If your animal care and/or training professional insists
that the use of pain or force is necessary, find another one.
There are plenty of professionals out there who will
support and respect your wishes when it comes to
handling your dog. She cannot speak for herself; she is
counting on you to speak for her.
See “Reinforcing Your Dog’s Training Throughout His
Lifetime,” and “Less Stressful Vet Visits.”
It’s Worth It
These lessons sound like a lot of work. Well, puppies are a
lot of work. Fortunately, because they are so danged cute,
there are plenty of humans who are willing to do the
puppy stuff.
If you are one of them, make sure you do it right, so your
pup will grow up to be the dog you hope for and keep for
the rest of her life in your loving home.
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DOT TO DOG !

By Denise Gardner

SHADOW and RIVA CARROLL at home
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WHAT SOME CLUB DOGS ARE DOING
As reported by Clancy Gardner
Clancy Gardner demonstrating behaviour

Roxie Hillyear reclining in comfort

Clancy’s Friend Monty checking the
washing

Furry co-worker delivering slippers? Alias
Rumpole Chapman

Basil Guadagnuolo has his own view on
entertainment during isolation at home!
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WHAT SOME CLUB DOGS ARE DOING

Gertie Hammer snoring the time away
Stella and Lola Evans

Pepper Dowson relaxes after a long walk
Clancy Gardner - I heard about a dog sport
involving jumping over things. I thought
that I would start off observing strict health
and safety protocols. (thus ensuring a soft
landing)
P.S. the bowl fillers assure me that the rolls
of paper were not panic purchased!

Maggie and Lilly Godber contemplate
the day’s task
Holly Barnes finding treats in her snuffle
mat
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WHAT SOME CLUB DOGS ARE DOING

Bonnie Dapiran
Clancy says “I swear that this is all
that Golden Retrievers can do
....lounge around attractively in furmatching, autumn leaves. Whilst
Border Collie types get active.

Artemis Babic working from home

Jake Barnes says training does not stop! Keep
having fun.

Meggsy and Snowy Stephens
checking other visitors in Princes
Park

Monty sorting things out
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SPREADING THE PHYSICAL DISTANCING MESSAGE
BY PET ART NORTH FITZROY (ABOVE) and DENISE GARDNER (BELOW)
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 2020
All Committee Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month, starting at 7:00 pm.
All Instructors’ Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month, after classes are completed.
21 June

Obedience & Rally Trial – Broadmeadows Obedience Club*

4 & 5 July

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Geelong Obedience Club*

1 & 2 August

State Obedience Trial & Obedience Dog of the Year – Dogs Victoria

30 August

Entries close for Northern Obedience Trial

13 September

Obedience & Rally Trials x2 – Northern Obedience Club*

19 September

Obedience Trial – Royal Melbourne Show

27 September

Obedience & Rally Trial – Melton Obedience Club*

1 October

2020 membership renewals due

17 October

Doggie Day Out – Kepala Pet Resort

17 October

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Werribee Obedience Club*

25 October

Obedience & Rally Trial – Macedon Ranges Obedience Club*

1 November

Melbourne Cup Weekend – NO TRAINING

1 November

Applications close for end of year trophies

14 November

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Club*

15 November

Obedience & Rally Trial – Northcote Obedience Club*
Name
Dog name
Breed
29
November
Annual
General
Meeting
and
Trophy
Presentation
(All
Classes at 10:00am)
Scott Kinnade
Dom
Greyhound
29
November
Croydon and District Obedience
DogStaffordshire
Club
Vicky
Jones Obedience & Rally Trial –Pegy
English
Terrier
Tomsic Last day of training
Bonza
Jack Russell Terrier X
6Alojz
December
Anthony
& Noah
D'Amico
Harvey
Labradoodle
13
December
Christmas
Break Up – Games
Day for dogs and humans
Lorenzo Defrancesco
Percy
Cane Corso
7 Feb 2021
Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am.
Gina Defrancesco
Terra
Mastiff X
Cameron
Boykett
Luna
Portugese
Water Dog
Advice
from
the
Australian
Veterinary
Association
to
Adrian Gugliotta
Mala
Chichuaha
Pet Owners
Maja Stojanovska
Friday,
April
2020
Ann &24
Eric
Staberhofer
Coco
Bordoodle
Laura Donaldson
Ernie COVID-19
Groodle
Advice
from the AVA to pet owners:
Brendan McKeegan
Dorothy
Cheung
Spoodle
The
COVID-19
Working Group hasOllie
put together a fact sheet
for pet owners on
Luke,
Amber
&
Jayden
Barry
COVID-19 which was shown in Issue 2 of Howler.
Geena Huynh
Axel
Sharpei
Key
points:
Kaylene
Phan
1. There
is currently no evidenceKombu
you can get COVID-19
fromXyour pet.
Patrick
Warfield
Mastiff
Keep your pets with you in your family unit.
Ai2.Tomizawa
3. Plan
for the care of your pets Murphy
in case you need to go
to hospital
Lydia
McAleer
Groodle
4. Continue
to practice good hand
hygiene before andMoodle
after handling your pet,
Dianne
Privtera
Charlie
their Hughes
food and their food and water bowls.
Stephen
5. Review advice from your veterinary clinic before you visit. Follow their
instructions to keep your family and veterinary staff safe from COVID-19.
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Class Exercises
Puppies (8 weeks to 24 weeks)
No exercises are tested for promotion to
next class:
 Socialisation with all puppies on lead;
 Retrieve on the flat on lead;
 Recall on lead;
 Puppy push up
 Heeling on a short lead;
 Examination of Puppy;
 Stays;
 Games, Q&A Session.

Class 1
Exercises tested for promotion to
next class:
 Heel normal pace;
 Sit;
 Stand (alongside handler);
 Right-about Turn;
 Sit Stay (complete exercise);
 Recall on lead (Dog does not have to sit)
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Drop.

Class 2
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class One exercises plus:
 Heel slow pace;
 Right turn;
 Recall on lead dog to sit in front of the
handler;
 Stand Stay;
 Stand for Examination (handler in front)
(Food may be used as a lure.);
 Drop from Sit (beside and in front of
handler).
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Dog Introduction.

Class 3
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class Two exercises plus:
 Heel fast pace;
 Heel in figure 8 including sits;
 Automatic sit;
 Drop while heeling;
 Left turn and Left about turn. (both
methods);
 Stand for examination (handler in front.)
(Food may be used only as a reward.);
 All stays progressing to lead on ground
(Sit 30 sec Down 1 minute)
 Finish to recall on lead;
 Recall off lead dog; dog to sit in front.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat on lead.

Class 4 (Community Companion Dog)
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class 3 exercises plus,
 Heel on lead with lead in the left hand;
 Small amount of heeling off lead;
 All stays off lead (when dog is reliable, long
lead if not) (Sit 1 minute Down 3 minutes);
 Recall and return to dog.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat off lead;
 Drop from the Stand position (handler in
front of dog);
 Finish to the recall;
 Ring Craft.

Class 5 (Novice)
Exercises tested for promotion to next
class:
 All Class Four exercises plus,
 Heel free;
 Recall off lead (complete exercise 12
metres);
 All stays off lead if reliable.
(Sit 1 minute down 3 minutes);
 Stand for examination off lead;
 Retrieve on the flat.
Other
to be taught but not
Class exercises
6
tested:
Full Open Program
 Commence high & broad jumps;
Class
7 Craft.
 Ring
Full UD Program
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
Dr Peter Dapiran

 In Frankston Magistrate Court, the owner of a Rottweiler was fined $1,500 after it
attacked a man who was walking his dog. The attack caused severe damage to his
arm needing hospitalisation.
 Meanwhile, in Lucknow, India, staff of a private hospital have been charged with
manslaughter after a pack of dogs entered an operating theatre through a window and
attacked and killed a newborn baby. There are 30 million stray dogs in India. 20,000
people a year die of rabies there.
 The dog population in Australia in 2016 was estimated to be 4.8 million. An estimated
mortality of 10% suggests there is a demand for 480,000 puppies a year. In 2016,
ANKC registered breeders supplied just over 70,000 puppies, which means that the
balance of about 410,000 pups came from unregistered breeders.
 Tired of rally, tracking, agility, fly-ball, canicross? How about bikejoring then? Yep, get
yourself a couple of strong dogs and a mountain bike. It’s like snow-sledding only with
a bike in the mud. The dogs pull, you pedal. Oh, and you’ll need a bikejoring arm, to
stop the leads getting tangled in the wheels.
 The US State Department has decided to stop sending bomb-sniffer dogs to Jordan and
Egypt. This is the result of an enquiry that found dogs were dying from heatstroke and
poisoning. A total of seven dogs had died. The dogs were in the Anti-terrorism
Assistance Program, which helps eight countries with border security. More than 1,100
dogs have been trained in the Mine Detection Centre in Kabul, Afghanistan, since
1989.
 Western Australia is to pass legislation to ban puppy farms and the sale of puppies in
pet shops. A state-wide registration system will be able to track puppies through their
lives, which is intended to detect illegal breeders.
 Eclipse, a Labrador/Mastiff cross lives in Seattle, USA. It’s claimed that every day, with
a bus ticket tucked under her collar, she catches the bus to the local dog park by
herself and then comes home on the bus after a few hours. Really? Pull the other one,
it plays “How much is that doggy in the window”.
 The Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show held annually in New York is the top dog show
in the US. This year the Best in Show was won by, Siba, a Standard Poodle. The black
coated four-year-old beat Daniel, a Golden Retriever (hard to believe) and Bono a
Havanese. After a good feed of chicken, Siba will start her tour of TV and celebrity
appearances as is the custom for Westminster winners.
 Arizona, USA. Todd the Golden Retriever put itself between its owner and a rattle snake
during a walk. Todd was bitten but saved its owner. Todd is recovering after getting a
dose of anti-venom in the nick of time.
 Are you into online dating? It seems that “research” shows that if your online profile
photo shows you holding a dog you stand a better chance of finding love.
 Latest figures from council dog registrations show the popularity of dogs in Moonee
Valley: 1. Maltese 2. Jack Russell 3. Labrador 4. Poodle 5. Cavoodle 6. Border Collie
7. Cavalier King Charles 8. Staffordshire Bull Terrier 9. Kelpie 10. Golden Retriever
(hard to believe it’s so far down on the list). The total number of dogs was 10,000.
Peter Dapiran
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Kepala Pet Resort, situated in tranquil countryside, provides five star luxury
accommodations, including large grassed areas where your dog can play safely.
Kepala Pet Resort is operated by Kevin and Pauline Lacy, family and staff.
Visit our website for more information: http://www.kepala.com.au/
We invite you to visit and view our complex prior to making a booking.
Address: 55 Edwards Rd, Diggers Rest, Victoria 3427 | Phone: (03) 9740 1272
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Northern Obedience
Dog Club is a
non-profit organisation
staffed by volunteers
dedicated to promoting the
training and understanding of the dog,
so that it can be accepted as a true companion
in our urban society.
The Club trains people to train their dogs to be
obedient, companionable and useful. The club
provides you with the opportunity to train your
dog, and the fact that our club and others like
us exist, show how much interest in dog training
as a hobby has increased. Training for most
people can be a hobby that is enjoyed by both
dog and owner.

Northern Obedience Dog Club

Helping YOU train your dog!
www.facebook.com/Northern
ObedienceDogClub

See our website for more details.
by Denise
Gardner
Looking for photos and
updates?

LIKE us on Facebook

