Northern Obedience Dog Club Inc.
Established 1954

Proudly sponsored by

Affiliated with the
Victorian Canine
Association

Strathmore
Community Bank®
Branch

Class Times

Sunday 10am-10:50am
Puppies, Classes
Foundation, 2, 4, 6
Sunday 11:10am-12
Classes 1, 3, 5, 7
Wednesday 7pm-8pm
All classes; no Puppies

Patron: The Mayor of Moonee Valley

Nice to be back – if only for a while

NOTICES
5 April
Changing to Standard
Training Times – 10:00 am to
12:00 pm
NO PREDICTABLE DATES ARE
CURRENTLY POSSIBLE DUE TO
COVID- 19.
WE WILL LET YOU KNOW
WHEN EVENTS RESUME!
At that time we may also
introduce extra training
times.
We do however have notice
that the following has been
postponed to:
27-29 November
Dog Lovers Show
Royal Exhibition Building

NOTE: The Committee of NODC Inc. and the editor of the Howler reserve the right to edit all copy including
advertising. The opinions expressed in articles published in the Howler are not necessarily those of the
Committee or the Editor. The Club assumes no responsibility for false or misleading claims made in copy
submitted to this newsletter.

2020 Committee
President
Leo Carroll
Vice President
Reno Ciantar
Secretary
Glenys Barnes
Treasurer
Glenys Barnes
General Committee
Janelle Dang
Joanne Carroll
Judith Hillyear
Kirti Bhatt
Jenny Guadagnuolo
Nancy Evans
Training SubCommittee
Frances Hammer
Peter Dapiran
Roger White
Volunteers
Ray O’Shannessy
Barbara Van Meurs

Howler Editorial
Committee
Barbara Van Meurs
___________
Denise
Gardner
Glenys Barnes
Peter Dapiran

HOWLER EDITORIAL TEAM
Barbara Van Meurs and Denise Gardner

The Club re-opened for training on Sunday 21 June 2020 and had 2 Sunday
sessions and 2 on Wednesdays which gave our leaders, Glenys Barnes and
Leo Carroll, a chance to refine Covid-19 compatible training techniques for the
Club. Details on page 11
Thanks to all involved in the logistical organisation and in carrying out the
training classes. We look forward to training’s next return.

TRAINING AT NODC POST Covid-19
From Glenys Barnes Club Secretary
Back in June, the restrictions were lifted and we were able to offer our
members a few sessions of training and the new booking system was given a
work out. I want to thank all our members for their patience when the
booking system was not running smoothly, and for the way you took to the
new class training times and the registration procedure prior to class.
For a couple of weeks, things were looking rosy. Then, as you all know, things
certainly took a turn for the worse. The Committee and the Training
Subcommittee had no option but to cease training again for the second time
this year. The Council also requested that we cease training and have closed
the Clubhouse. Another casualty of the Covid pandemic is our September
Trial. The decision to cancel the trial was made the day before the current
round of restrictions was announced.
The Trial Secretary had to inform all parties of the Committee’s decision,
which was received with much understanding. The Committee acknowledges
that our members have missed out on several months of training due to the
Covid pandemic and have decided to extend your membership until 2021.
Normally, renewals are due in October. When we do return to training there
will however be a requirement to update your dog’s vaccination information.
When this round of restrictions is lifted, everything is in place to get back to
formal training quickly. The training plan, the booking system, plus the
registration procedure before heading down to the oval or training area, are
all set and ready to go. Remember that dogs learn 24 hours a day and not all
learning is good. Plus, many very short (30 seconds) training sessions each
day will help you and your dog move forward in leaps and bounds. Training
must be fun for you and your dog.
Note also that, during our absence, some shipping containers have been
placed in the car park between our Clubhouse and the AJ Fullarton pavilion
(used by the Soccer and Cricket Clubs). These will provide extra bathroom
and change room facilities for the sporting clubs.
Stay safe and I look forward to seeing you back at the Club soon.

Write or contribute an
article, story, photo,
comic, joke, idea, etc. to
the Howler!
All we need is your
Name & your Source!
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CLASS PROMOTIONS
CONGRATULATIONS

TLLL

TO THOSE FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO HAVE ATTENDED TRAINING
Date
21-Jun-20
21-Jun-20
21-Jun-20
21-Jun-20
21-Jun-20
28-Jun-20
28-Jun-20
28-Jun-20
28-Jun-20
28-Jun-20
28-Jun-20
28-Jun-20
28-Jun-20
28-Jun-20
1-Jul-20

Handler
Kylie Barker
Anne Blainey
Dianne Hartley
Sabine Macdonald-Smart
Nadia Nicholson
Phillip Naselli
Louise Baker
Diane Clarke
Tim Legg
Rachel Wong
Patrick Stobus
Sienna Bailey
Kirstie Taylor
Sarah McDonald
Denise Gardner

Dogs Name
Lachy
Archie
Jango
Bluey
Hugo
Leo
Roxy
Perry
Cosmo
Harlow
Neville
Midnight
Giles
Beau
Clancy

Class
F-1
F-1
F-1
F-1
F-1
F-1
F-1
F-1
F-1
F-1
F-1
1-2
1-2
2-3
2-3

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!
Congratulations to all the handlers and dogs who have passed into the next class.
Keep up your regular training and you will be amazed at how quickly you will
progress through the classes.
If you experience difficulty with a particular exercise speak to your Instructor.
They will be only too happy to assist you in overcoming the problem or they will
direct you to someone who will be able to give you advice.

REMINDERS
Please keep a lead on your dog at all times, even between
classes, unless asked to remove it by your class instructor.
Remember to adhere to Club Rules and listen to the
instructors.
While you are at the Club you are responsible for you and your
dog’s actions. Ensure there is sufficient space between each
dog so that they are unable to play with another dog or make
another dog feel uncomfortable.

2020 ClassES

Classes for Sundays 2020 start at
10am for Puppy & “Even
numbered classes”, and 11am for
“Odd numbered classes”.
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Introduction to K9 Nose Work – Glenys Barnes
In February, Angela from K9 Nose Fun, conducted an Introduction
to Nose Work course, at the Clubhouse. 11 dogs and their
handlers participated in the course, which ran over 3 weeks.
K9 Nose Work is a newish fun activity for you and your dog. Dogs
learn to find their favourite food or toy, while building up their
desire to hunt, and the handler learns to read and support their
dog during the activity, building the bond between dog and
handler. The dog will tell you that it’s not work, though. It’s fun!
The first week started with a short theory session and then the dogs were put to work. The search room
is set up with empty cardboard boxes, where some food treats are placed inside some of the boxes.
The dog is brought into the search room on lead, to start the search, while the handler takes a back
seat. It was really interesting to watch each of the dogs and how they approached the job at hand.
Some of the dogs worked at a cracking pace, whilst other dogs worked quite methodically. After a
couple of searches on lead the dogs were allowed to work off lead. Dogs need to work with minimal
distractions and there is only one dog working the search area at a time. After a short break, the dogs
have a final search. Most dogs go home to have a big nana nap after all their hard work.
This is quite a challenging activity for the handler as well, as most of their obedience skills sort of go
out the window. Their lead handling skills need some work as the search area moves outside.
Each week the handlers were set a small
amount of homework. For the second
and third weeks the handlers were asked
to bring a novelty item (eg, hat, umbrella,
basket, esky).
The novelty items were added to the
search area, some replacing the empty
cardboard boxes. The last week
introduced outdoor searches.
Nose Work does not require a lot of equipment, some empty boxes is all you require to start the activity.
Start in the house and then move the search area outdoors.
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Our correspondent Glyn Burnup is one of the
Trainers who joined Training commencement.

Welcome to - Reflections from Lockdown
Welcome back to the Club! As I write this I am more than aware that conditions will continue to alter
as we travel through winter. Taking my first class last Sunday I was very conscious that there are dogs
down on the field who have missed out on a significant portion of both their training and socialisation. I
NODC
PAGE
was also feeling a bit dazed as I haven’t been with so many people
since HOWLER©
early March and
my 7
brain felt
NODC
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slightly scrambled.
When out for my exercise and dog walks there were several things that made an impact on me:
 How much friendlier many people are when outside. Lots of Hellos.
 The number of people who just wanted to pat the dog.
 An abundance of clearly new dogs with handlers out and about.
The second two have provided me with thoughts for this article.
Part One - Patting a Dog - The Etiquette of Dog Smoothing.
Rules for The Smoother - Young or Old
Please do not approach a dog quickly or in an overly excited way. Allow the
dog space and then you can ask the owner "May I please pet your dog?"
Make sure you listen for the reply. Some dogs can be nervous!
If the answer is “yes”, then approach slowly and make sure the dog is facing
you. They will smell you but could be distracted by other things around them.
Never approach a dog from behind as you may startle them into a fearful reaction. Put your hand out,
away from your body, palm up. Dogs see palms as an offer of friendship (and sometimes treats). Avoid
reaching out over the dog’s head as they may feel threatened. Come in under the dog's chin and allow
them to sniff you. Always approach from below where the dog can see you. Once the dog has sniffed
you and seems comfortable, give them a little scratch under the chin. In dog terms this means “I'm
friendly and I respect you”.
Sometimes this may be enough until you get to know the dog. If the
dog is comfortable with you petting his chin, move to the ears, top of
the head and then smooth down the back. Slowly does it.
Very Important Rule. Never put your face in a dog’s face. It may
frighten the dog and trigger a negative response. Doggie kisses can be
loads of fun but consider where the dog's mouth may have been. Did
they just enjoy a poo snack? So no doggy kissing even if they are really,
really cute.
Rules for The Dog Owner
There is only one real rule for us and that is “Take charge”. You must be in complete control of the
situation and learn a few stock phrases for the time when you don’t want someone to approach your
dog. Sometimes people think of dogs as a community asset, especially if they used to have one
themselves.
Our dogs rely on us to protect them, so, even if you are shy, speak up for them, they will give you the
courage.
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PAWS FOR THOUGHT- CONTINUED
Part Two - Loose Lead Walking
The joy of wanting a dog to be near us when we are out walking is a lovely feeling and can give a sense
of companionship and fun. Dogs love walks because they get to SMELL stuff and interact with other
dogs and people. A dog would not naturally put a lead on itself and walk in a straight line, so we have
to train it to do this and Positive Reinforcement is the way to go. I was taken aback by the number of
people out walking with their dogs, but who did not engage with them at all.
They seemed to be two completely different units rather than one harmonious moving package.
Engaging with your dog is really important so another surprise was the number of mobile phone
conferences taking place while out walking with their pooch... Really?
Using extension leads which are so long as for the dog to be uncontrollable is also dangerous. No need
to overdo the Social Distancing between you and the pooch, folks!
If just beginning the process of loose lead walking then set yourself up for success by training in a quiet
location so your pup can concentrate on you. Have a treat pouch full of goodies at the ready. Initially
Luring your dog with small high value treats can be a good way of getting your dog to understand what
you want it to do. By holding the lure near the nose and moving it slowly to the desired position the dog
will gradually understand where it is supposed to be. When in position add “Yes” and give a reward
treat. If you’re concerned about over feeding your dog then make the treats part of the dog’s overall
daily allowance.
How to Begin Loose Lead Walking - Method 1, Discourage pulling using a long lead
When we start to train a dog to walk on lead the first thing they do is pull. This is when using a two
metre or “long” lead is appropriate. Spotlight has all the necessary bits to make a cheap long lead.
Put one or both hands through the lead loop and hold it at waist height, close to the body. Stand still
and allow the dog to move freely around, it will almost certainly pull. When the lead slackens, quickly
give the marker word “Yes” and treat the dog close to you at head height – the dog’s head not yours! At
first your dog may need a few hints, so be ready to click your tongue or make kissing sounds to
encourage the dog to turn and have the treat ready in your hand. Avoid using “Come” in this instance
as that command will be used for another action later on in training. You are only seeking the dog’s
attention and to discourage it from pulling.
How to Begin Loose Lead Walking - Method 2, Using a normal training lead
With the dog standing close to you have the lead loose. As it looks away call your dog’s name. When
the dog turns to look at you give the command “Come” and move calmly backwards a few paces. The
aim is not to stop or have the dog sit but to move with you as you turn smoothly to the right 180
degrees. If all the stars align the dog should now be by your left leg and moving calmly beside you, say
”Yes” and treat. Try practising this manoeuvre without the dog a few times so you are sure what to do,
then repeat a few more times with the dog. When the dog is moving with me I still use “Yes” and treat
my dog occasionally at my knee to reinforce the desired behaviour.
Since I started this article we are back into lockdown and we have had to go back to Distance Learning.
If you now have a new pup and classes aren’t available then talk to fellow walkers and set up a Meet
and Greet so your dog begins to learn to socialise with other dogs. If you see someone doing something
you like with their dog such as a neat sit, or drop, or having their dog in the heeling position, pick your
moment and ask them how to get your furry companion to do the same. Let’s face it, most dog owners
love talking about their dog so listen and if it involves rewards and fun for the dog you could give it a
try. If it sounds weird look it up on You Tube.
Take care and see you all soon.
Glyn Burnup
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HOW DOGS REALLY SEE LOCKDOWN

Question: Do they think humans are suckers?

What the humans see!
Are these Poodles and Kelpies playing?
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HOW DOGS REALLY SEE LOCKDOWN

How can YOU be so blind? It wasn't me. It was the grey
one!
"No Clancy! I'm doing this for your own good.
You've been packing on the kilos in lockdown."

I like to sit in the car and bark at the
other dogs at the park.
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BOWL TO BAG

By Denise Gardner

TREAT ALL DOGS AS YELLOW FOR NOW! By
Denise Gardner
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WHEN TRAINING RECOMMENCED on SUNDAYS
After the first Lockdown period was eased, the Club Secretary, Trainers and Committee, faced the
complicated task of initiating training procedures within legally complying bounds. The following was
sent to Members to book Training Sessions for Foundation, Class 1 and Class 2 on June 21 (Sunday).
“Each class session is scheduled for 30 minutes, but there is the capacity to extend the amount of time,
for the 9am and 11am classes, as numbers are not as high as anticipated.
Do not arrive at the Clubhouse precinct any earlier than 10 minutes prior to class. You will be met by
marshals (Instructors), who will check your training equipment, then direct you to one of the registration
tables, to have your name crossed off the attendance sheet.
At the registration desk, you will be given a small square of coloured cardboard to indicate which training
area you will be assigned to. There will be a maximum of 9 members to a training group. Your Instructor
will escort you to the training area, entering the oval from the Clubhouse side of the oval.
The training area will be a set of coloured cones,
spaced 2 metres apart (see attached plan of oval;
the cones are not to scale). Your Instructor will
ask you to stand beside a cone and point out the
corresponding cone (spaced some 10 to 20
metres away) that you will be using as a point of
reference and to assist you walking in straight
lines whilst keeping social distancing.
At the end of the training session the Instructor
will escort their training group off the oval, toward
the west oval, via the clearing between the
vegetation. Class members can either peel off to
the left, if your car is parked on the boulevard, or
turn to the right using the walking path and exiting
the area via the north-side of the cricket/soccer
club pavilion (athletics track side).
If you are lucky enough to be passed up to a higher class, you will come back to one of the registration
desks, so your details can be noted and new class dots can be given to you”.
For Sunday 28 June the booking system needed some sorting out. Each class session was scheduled for
45 minutes but the rules were much the same as the previous week, subject to the following condition:
“One handler per dog. Remember if you are coming to training, we need you healthy and well and
adhering to all the hygiene and social distancing restrictions. Do not come if you have any symptoms of
a respiratory illness with or without fever, nor if you have been in close contact with a confirmed or
suspected Covid-19 case”.
Sunday 28 June was a glorious sunny day and many Members turned up to enjoy the freedom of their
return to Training.
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WHEN TRAINING RECOMMENCED on WEDNESDAYS
Class 3 members and above were allocated classes on Wednesdays commencing 24 June. By
Wednesday 1 July, despite recent Covid-19 announcements, it had been decided to go ahead with
training as planned. For those members booked in, cancellation by an email or text message to Club
Secretary Glenys Barnes was considered sufficient if necessary.
The rules for Wednesdays were different, i.e. “Do not arrive at the Clubhouse precinct any earlier than
10 minutes prior to class. You will need to have your name crossed off the attendance sheet, prior to
going to the oval for class. When entering the oval do so from the Clubhouse side.
The training area will be a set of coloured cones, spaced 2 metres apart. Your instructor will ask you to
stand beside a cone and point out the corresponding cone (spaced some 15 metres away) that you will
be using as a point of reference and to assist you walking in straight lines whilst keeping social
distancing.
As it will be dark at the completion of training, we will be staggering the finishing times of the training
session, so that class members can either walk across the oval to the Boulevard, or head back to the
Clubhouse (remember to maintain social distancing).
If you are lucky enough to be passed up to a higher class, you will come back to the clubhouse, so your
details can be noted and new class dots and pass-up ribbons can be given to you”.
This Wednesday class was the last NODC Training session held before the upsurge in Covid-19 figures
put paid to further such events. The arrangements made by the Club, and the Classes held, were very
impressive and it is clear that as soon as it is possible, the Club will be able to revert back to Training
without any delay having practised the implementation procedure described.
Many sincere thanks are owed to Glenys, Leo and all the Trainers and Committee members involved.
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SEEN AROUND THE GROUNDS
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AFTER THE LOCKDOWN: HELPING YOUR PET TO COPE WHEN NORMAL LIFE RESUMES
From FOUR PAWS' Guide for Pet Owners
Right now, we’re all adjusting to a new ‘normal’ under the restrictions of COVID-19. But animal owners
need to think ahead and consider what will happen after COVID-19 and prepare their pets as much as
possible for a return to a normal routine.
Due to the COVID-19 virus many people are spending significantly more time at home, working from
home or in self-isolation. For many of us, animals have helped us to cope with the situation both in terms
of providing company and exercise, while the increased time with their owners has also benefited many
pets. However, things won’t be like this forever and normal routines will return. Pet owners need to make
sure that their animals are able to cope when they are on their own and life returns to normal.
Dogs will be particularly affected
Time spent in close contact with pets can lead to a close bond between pets and their owners, especially
between dogs and their owners. However, life could become difficult when the situation changes and the
dog is forced to spend time without the company or attention of its human family, even if only for a few
hours. Separation can bring on anxiety and lead to behavioural issues. For example, separation anxiety
can lead to destructive behaviour with pets causing damage to the home or urinating in the home when
the owner is absent, or continually barking until their owner returns home.
Counteracting pets’ fears
During lockdown animals who tend to be fearful due to their past experiences may relish this time of
increased attention from their owners and may gain a new feeling of security. While this is good, the key
is to ensure that this feeling of security lasts beyond this immediate period.
HERE ARE A FEW TIPS TO HELP YOU:
-

Gradual training: As with training puppies, you can get an adult dog used to being alone again by
first leaving the house for just a few minutes, extending it to 15 minutes, then half an hour and
slowly increasing this time. Gradually your pet will learn to trust that you will return home again.

-

Design ‘self-entertainment’ activities: For example, design a feeding game in which your pet’s
treat is given in the form of food balls or by using a Kong or something similar. Your pet will have
to occupy itself for a long time to get the food, distracting them while separated from you, and
teaching them to entertain themselves.

-

Ignore your pet sometimes: It is healthy to ignore your pet sometimes, especially when they are
demanding too much attention.

-

Dressing and undressing cues: Animals are clever at associating typical exit rituals leading up to
their owners leaving the house. It’s a good idea to get them used to these by putting on shoes, a
jacket and other outfits several times a day without leaving your home.
-

Prepare for the impact on your pets: If special
circumstances like the COVID-19 crisis or even a broken leg
or an illness make it necessary for you to stay at home more
than usual, you should absolutely use the time to dedicate
extra attention to your pet.
However, for their ongoing wellbeing, the attention must be
well measured so that it does not result in future problems
for your pet such as separation anxiety. Time together can
be enjoyed by everyone with careful consideration.
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 2020
All Committee Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month, starting at 7:00 pm.
All Instructors’ Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month, after classes are completed.
21 June

Obedience & Rally Trial – Broadmeadows Obedience Club*

4 & 5 July

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Geelong Obedience Club*

1 & 2 August

State Obedience Trial & Obedience Dog of the Year – Dogs Victoria

30 August

Entries close for Northern Obedience Trial

13 September

Obedience & Rally Trials x2 – Northern Obedience Club*

19 September

Obedience Trial – Royal Melbourne Show

27 September

Obedience & Rally Trial – Melton Obedience Club*

1 October

2020 membership renewals due

17 October

Doggie Day Out – Kepala Pet Resort

17 October

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Werribee Obedience Club*

25 October

Obedience & Rally Trial – Macedon Ranges Obedience Club*

1 November

Melbourne Cup Weekend – NO TRAINING

1 November

Applications close for end of year trophies

14 November

Obedience & Rally Trial x2 – Southern Obedience Club*

15 November

Obedience & Rally Trial – Northcote Obedience Club*
Name
Dog name
Breed
29
November
Annual
General
Meeting
and
Trophy
Presentation
(All
Classes at 10:00am)
Scott Kinnade
Dom
Greyhound
29
November
Croydon and District Obedience
DogStaffordshire
Club
Vicky
Jones Obedience & Rally Trial –Pegy
English
Terrier
Tomsic Last day of training
Bonza
Jack Russell Terrier X
6Alojz
December
Anthony
& Noah
D'Amico
Harvey
Labradoodle
13
December
Christmas
Break Up – Games
Day for dogs and humans
Lorenzo Defrancesco
Percy
Cane Corso
7 Feb 2021
Classes recommence. Summer training times 9:00 am – 11:00 am.
Gina Defrancesco
Terra
Mastiff X
Cameron Boykett
Luna
Portugese Water Dog
Advice
from
the
Australian
Veterinary
Association to
Adrian Gugliotta
Mala
Chichuaha
Pet Owners
Maja Stojanovska
Friday,
April
2020
Ann &24
Eric
Staberhofer
Coco
Bordoodle
Laura Donaldson
Ernie COVID-19
Groodle
Advice
from the AVA to pet owners:
Brendan McKeegan
Dorothy
Cheung
Spoodle
The
COVID-19
Working Group hasOllie
put together a fact sheet
for pet owners on
Luke,
Amber
&
Jayden
Barry
COVID-19 which was shown in Issue 2 of Howler.
Geena Huynh
Axel
Sharpei
Key
points:
Kaylene
Phan
1. There
is currently no evidenceKombu
you can get COVID-19
fromXyour pet.
Patrick
Warfield
Mastiff
Keep your pets with you in your family unit.
Ai2.Tomizawa
3. Plan
for the care of your pets Murphy
in case you need to go
to hospital.
Lydia
McAleer
Groodle
4. Continue
to practice good hand
hygiene before andMoodle
after handling your pet,
Dianne
Privtera
Charlie
their Hughes
food and their food and water bowls.
Stephen
5. Review advice from your veterinary clinic before you visit. Follow their
instructions to keep your family and veterinary staff safe from COVID-19.
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Class Exercises
Puppies (8 weeks to 24 weeks)
No exercises are tested for promotion to
next class:
 Socialisation with all puppies on lead;
 Retrieve on the flat on lead;
 Recall on lead;
 Puppy push up
 Heeling on a short lead;
 Examination of Puppy;
 Stays;
 Games, Q&A Session.

Class 1
Exercises tested for promotion to
next class:
 Heel normal pace;
 Sit;
 Stand (alongside handler);
 Right-about Turn;
 Sit Stay (complete exercise);
 Recall on lead (Dog does not have to sit)
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Drop.

Class 2
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class One exercises plus:
 Heel slow pace;
 Right turn;
 Recall on lead dog to sit in front of the
handler;
 Stand Stay;
 Stand for Examination (handler in front)
(Food may be used as a lure.);
 Drop from Sit (beside and in front of
handler).
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat (on lead);
 Dog Introduction.

Class 3
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class Two exercises plus:
 Heel fast pace;
 Heel in figure 8 including sits;
 Automatic sit;
 Drop while heeling;
 Left turn and Left about turn. (both
methods);
 Stand for examination (handler in front.)
(Food may be used only as a reward.);
 All stays progressing to lead on ground
(Sit 30 sec Down 1 minute)
 Finish to recall on lead;
 Recall off lead dog; dog to sit in front.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat on lead.

Class 4 (Community Companion Dog)
Exercises tested for promotion to next class:
 All Class 3 exercises plus,
 Heel on lead with lead in the left hand;
 Small amount of heeling off lead;
 All stays off lead (when dog is reliable, long
lead if not) (Sit 1 minute Down 3 minutes);
 Recall and return to dog.
Other exercises to be taught but not tested:
 Retrieve on the flat off lead;
 Drop from the Stand position (handler in
front of dog);
 Finish to the recall;
 Ring Craft.

Class 5 (Novice)
Exercises tested for promotion to next
class:
 All Class Four exercises plus,
 Heel free;
 Recall off lead (complete exercise 12
metres);
 All stays off lead if reliable.
(Sit 1 minute down 3 minutes);
 Stand for examination off lead;
 Retrieve on the flat.
Other
to be taught but not
Class exercises
6
tested:
Full Open Program
 Commence high & broad jumps;
Class
7 Craft.
 Ring
Full UD Program
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
Dr Peter Dapiran

 Dog and cat adoptions have dropped in Singapore putting pressure on animal shelters
which are starting to overflow with animals. Fewer people are interested in adoption as
a result of the coronavirus breakout. Adopters have dropped off as a reluctance to go
out in public and the fear that a recession might mean they cannot afford to keep a
pet.
 There is paranoia starting to spread about whether dogs could spread the virus. A tiger
and two cats in separate households have been found to be infected. HK has reported
a dog infected with corona virus while a Pug, in North Carolina, USA, has been tested
positive. The Pug lives in a house where three people have tested positive to the virus.
However, a second dog and a cat are not infected. There is no evidence of transmission
from animals to humans. Yet!!
 Wild dogs have been blamed for the large reduction of sheep numbers in western
Queensland over the last 20 years. Boran Station, a 12-hour drive from Brisbane, has
decided that the only solution is a 2 metre-high 106 km fence around the property at a
cost of $600,000. Other properties are planning the same approach.
 You might remember the 2015 film Oddball, based on a true tale, in which a
Maremma is trained to guard penguins on a sanctuary island. Cute always wins. The
film triggered a rush of Maremma buying and back-yard breeders to feed the demand.
Cute often also turns into a big unmanageable dog owned by inappropriate owners.
Maremma Rescue organisations in most States are now trying to handle the fallout –
abandoned big Maremma dogs needing re-homing.
 Koala protection is very much in the news following the devastating bushfires and the
indiscriminate logging of forest areas. Some loggers have been less than thorough in
checking for koalas resulting in significant damage to the animal’s habitat. The use of
koala-detecting dogs has been more successful in locating koalas in pockets of forest
where it was assumed they did not exist.
 Another story about dogs and cancer, this time not involving the dogs’ smelling ability.
It appears that dogs and humans are susceptible to similar cancers. Increased funding
of research involving dogs will benefit both them and us humans. At least ten drugs
that battle cancer in dogs and humans have been developed over the last ten years as
a result of canine studies. A $7 million canine study is under way at Arizona State
University, USA, to develop a vaccine against certain cancers. The potential spill-over
benefits to humans are immense.
 Silo art (painting massive portraits or scenes on the sides of silos) has become quite
the rage in rural Australia and has been credited with reviving the fortunes of
numerous small country towns by bringing in tourism. Karoonda, South Australia, is
the latest town to jump on the bandwagon and join the Australian Silo Art Trail (google
it) with a huge silo painting of Whisky, a seven-year-old Kelpie. Whisky is well known in
the district as a bit of a wanderer.
 One of Hong Kong’s largest pet shop chains has decided to stop selling live animals
and will launch a pet re-homing and free adoption service.
 Members of the VShine Animal Protection Association, Dalian, China, have rescued
seven dogs from a local restaurant’s pots. Government officials helped in the rescue,
convincing the restaurant owner to free the animals. German Shepherds, Golden
Retrievers and a Rottweiler were saved. The restaurant will take dog off the menu.
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Kepala Pet Resort, situated in tranquil countryside, provides five star luxury
accommodations, including large grassed areas where your dog can play safely.
Kepala Pet Resort is operated by Kevin and Pauline Lacy, family and staff.
Visit our website for more information: http://www.kepala.com.au/
We invite you to visit and view our complex prior to making a booking.
Address: 55 Edwards Rd, Diggers Rest, Victoria 3427 | Phone: (03) 9740 1272
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Northern Obedience
Dog Club is a
non-profit organisation
staffed by volunteers
dedicated to promoting the
training and understanding of the dog,
so that it can be accepted as a true companion
in our urban society.
The Club trains people to train their dogs to be
obedient, companionable and useful. The club
provides you with the opportunity to train your
dog, and the fact that our club and others like
us exist, show how much interest in dog training
as a hobby has increased. Training for most
people can be a hobby that is enjoyed by both
dog and owner.

Northern Obedience Dog Club

Helping YOU train your dog!
www.facebook.com/Northern
ObedienceDogClub

See our website for more details.
by Denise
Gardner
Looking for photos and
updates?

LIKE us on Facebook

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

By Denise Gardner

